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Lo all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that we, Grorer W. ConrAD,
of Kidgewood, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, snd Witiray J.
FITTALL, of Pittsbure, in the county of Alle-
gheny and-State of %ennsylva,nia; have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improve-

ment in Baggage-Checks, whereof the fol-

lowing is a specification, reference being had
Ing drawings.

It 1s usual to identify baggage by checks

Irom each other

merely by numbers, each number consisting

of & series of digits imprinted close together,

but in different order upon the di _
checks. It is found in practice that such
checks are objectionable 1%1* the numbers on
checks "being composed of
digits printed in close relation, the naggage
agents frequently mistake one whole number

differently

erent

~arranged.- Such errors, which are due to the

mental transposition by the baggage agents,
of the digits in the numbers, are of such fre.
quent occurrence as te be designated by the

- technical term ‘‘crossing checks” and are
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‘tions as to

cause of much expense to. all railroad
companies in the settlementof claims for loss
ahd detention of baggage. -

It 1s the object of our invention %o avoid
the difficulties aforesaid, by roviding checks
with ‘means to unmistaka}g}ly identify the
baggage, first, by reference to its distinctive
descriptive properties, and, second, by dis-
tinctive ‘numbers whose digits dre so ar-
ranged in spatially distinet groups or sec-
' prevent the mental transposition
of the digits bg the persons who must com-
ers.
~ Our invention comprises the various novel

features of comstruction and arrangement :

hereinafter more definitel specified. |
In the accompanying Lﬂ‘axvings: figure J,
is'a front view of a check embodying our im-
provements and comprising two normally
g, I1,is a rear
view of the upper section of the check shown

m Fig. I. Fig. II1, is a rear view of the lower

sectton of the check shown in Fig. I. Tig
IV, is & front view of a series of baggage
checks, consecutively numbered in accord-
ance with our invention.

In said drawings; the checks 1, comprise
normally integraf sections 2, and 3, which
are separable on the line 4, being conven-

i

to, be attached to the

ties of bageage for instance, ‘“Trunk”’
“Grip”, as shown in Fig. I.  We find it con.

“with imprints _
tive sections 2, and_3, indicating the name

of certain of said symbols 14, and

lently. indented on said line. Said seetions

are intended te be separated by the baggage

agent who issues such checks; “the section 2,
being attached to the ba gage and the section
3, being delivered to the propristor of the
baggage as a receipt for the same. ~ As indi-
cated 1n the drawing, the section 2, 18 con-
veniently known as a ““tag check’ ', end the
section 3, as a “‘duplicate check”’. Said sec-
tions 2, and 3, are respectively provided
with identical members. as indicated st 5,
and 6, each comprising a series of digits ar-
ranged in spatially distinct groups of two
digits each and conveniently separated by
hyphens. The section 2, being intended
* baggage 1s conven-
tently provided with the aperture 9, to re-
ceive ‘an attaching |
tion 3, being intended to be delivered to the
party who deposits the baggage, is provided
with a series of spatially distinet symbols
14, indicating different descriptive proper-

}

venient to provide the face of said check

15, and 16, upon the respec-

of the party which issues the cheol ; also im-

prints 18, and 19, upon the respective sec-

tions indicating the station from which the
check is issued and the station to which the
baggage is shipped. We also find it conven-
lent to provide the face of said check with
means local to the distinctive number on
each section of the check indicating both the

1dentity of the party issuing the check and

the

articular series of the latter. Such

> correiation of the. dentifying means facili-

tates the matching of the check sections as
the observation of the bageage agent may be
restricted to the locality of the distinetive
number. It is intended that the check
shall be caused to manifest a description of
the baggage to which it relates, by selection
such selec-
tion may be indicated by punch marks local
to said symbols. For instance, if the bag-
gage 1s a grip or valise, a punch mark 20
may be made local to the corresponding
symbol “grip”’.  We find it convenient to
provide the back of said check, seotion 2.
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cord. The check sec- .

75

80

85

20

95

100

105

with means 21, indicating the date when the |

baggage is received, and to provide the
check, section 3, with aeans 22, mdicating
the date when the bageace is delivered. The
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blank spaces 23, and 24, respectively on the
back of said sections 2, and 3, may be util-

‘ized for rules and instructions to passengers.

We do not desire to limit ourselves to the
precise details of copstruction or arrange-
ment above described, as.it is obvious that
various modifications may be made therein,
without departing from the essential fea-
tures of our invention as defined In the ap-
pended claims.

We claim:— |

1. A baggage check, comprising normally
integral separable sections, said sections hav-

ing thereon identical numbers, each compris-

ing a series of digits arranged in spatially
distinet groups of not more than two digits
each, substantially as set forth. |

2. A baggage check, comprising normally
integral separable sections, said sections hav-
ing thereon identical numbers, each compris-
ing a series of digits arranged in groups of not
more than two digits each, and, one of said
sections having thereon distinet symbols 1n-
dicating different descriptive properties of
baggage; whereby the baggage to which the
check 1s applied may be 1dentified by said
number and by selection of certain of said
symbols, substantially as set forth.

3. A baggage check, comprising normally
integral separable sections, said sections hav-
ing thereon identical numbers, each com-
prising a series of digits arranged i groups
of not more than two digits each, and one ol
said sections having thereon means indicat-
ing the date of reception of the baggage, and
another section having thereon means ndi-
cating the date of delivery of the baggage,
substantially as set forth. | -

4. A baggage check, having thereon means

arranged to inform the passenger of the 1den-

tity of the party issuing said check, the lo- |

‘cation of the station from which the check

891,593

is issued, & number comprising a series of

digits arranged in spatially distinet Eroups of
not more than two digits each, and a series

of symbols indicating different descriptive
' properties of baggage; whereby the baggage

to which the check is applied may be 1denti-
fied by selection of certain of said symbols,
substantially as set forth. .

5. A baggage check, comprising normally
integral separable sections, said sections hav-
ing thereon identical numbers, each com-
prising 4 series of digits arranged in groups of
not more than two digits each; each section
having thereon means arranged to inform
the passenger of the identily of the Il)]a.rty 1SSU-~
ing the same, and the location of the station
from which the check is issued; and, one ot

said sections having thereon distinet sym-

bols indicating different descriptive proper-

ties of bageage; whereby the baggage to
which the check is applied may be 1dentified
numerically and descriptively, substantially
as set forth. - ' _

6. A baggage check having thereon an In-
dividually distinctive number, comprising
o series of digits arranged in distinet groups
of not more than two digits each. |

7. A baggage check having thereon an in-
diviaually Jdistinctive number, comprising a
series of digits arranged in distinct groups of
not more than two digits each; and, marks
devoid of numerical sienificance, interposed
between said - groups, substantially as set
forth. |

In testimony whereof, we aflix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses. |

GEORGE W. CONRAD.
WILLIAM J. FITTALL.

Witnesses:
Frep. O. Henz,
M. HuNTER.
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