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To all whom 1t may concern:

‘Be it known that I, ARTHUR S. PARKER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Moy-
lan, in the county of Delaware and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in a Mail-Bag De-
liverer and Catcher, of which the following 1s
a specification. , | -

This invention relates to mail-bag deliv-
erers and catchers, the object bemng to pro-
vide a very novel device for holding the mail-
bag in position, so that it will be caught by &
wire frame as the train passes the same.

Another object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide very novel means for locking the bag on
the arm so that all danger of it accidentally

falling off is prevented, the locking means

being released by the catcher.

Another object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide very novel means for locking the arm m

an extended position so that it will be held
rigidly, whereby the bag will be held in path
of the catcher. h -
A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide independent releasing means for the bag
locking device, so that it can be operated
when swung into the door of the car, so as to
enable the bag to be put on the same.
These objects are obtained by the novel
arrangement and construction of parts here-

inafter fully described and shown in the ac-

companying drawings, m which —
Figure 1, is a perspective view of my 1m-
proved mail-bag deliverer and catcher show-

ing the application of the same. Fig. 2,18 a

side elevation partly in section showing the
ball and socket joint of the arm. Fig. 3,1s &
top plan view showing the arm swung around

in position to receive the bag. Fig. 4, 1s a

longitudinal section through the arm partly

in elevation, and, Fig. 5, is a detail view

45

50

- D2, D%, D¢ Pivotally mounted in the slot |

partly in section of the operating rod show-
ing the catch. -

In the drawings A, indicates my improved

delivering device which comprises an angle

bracket B, adapted to be secured to the
frame of a car door having an outwardly pro-
jecting plate C, having a curved edge and
provided with a socket C’, in which 1s mount-
ed a ball D/, formed on the angle end of an
arm D, which is provided with vertical slots

| D2, is a lever E, adapted tb be held in a notch
C?, formed in the

. plate C, as will be herein-
after fully described. . _
Connected to the upper end of the lever K,
is a tube F, which is slidably mounted mn &
tube F’, and locked therein by a pivot catch
G. The end of the tube ¥’, is pivotally con-
nected to a hook H, pivotally mounted m the
slot D4, of the arm D, and adapted to be nor-
mally held down over the ring or strap I’ of
the mail-bag I, as will be hereinafter fully
described. | ' -
Pivotally mounted in the slot D3, of the
arm D, is a trigger J, which is held 1n a ver-

‘tical position by a coil’spring K, and to the

upper end of which is connected a rod L,

which is connected at its other end to the
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lever E, by means of which the lever is 70

thrown out of the notch C?, the spring nor-
mally holding the lever in a vertical position,
so as to hold the hook in a closed position
over the ring or loop of the mail-bag. |

Arranged alongside of the railroad track

is my Hilfﬂwed catcher M, which comprises

a base M/, on which is secured a post M?

which is connected to the base by braces M?,

'so as to hold the post in a rigid position, and

76

extending outwardly from one side of the 80

post are angle brackets N, the ends of which
are bent around the horizontal members ot
a substantially semicircular receiving irame
O, which is covered by wire netting O, and
is provided with flanged edges O% one of
which is adapted to be engaged by the trig-
ger J, when the arm D, 1s swung outwardly
1n position to
the upper end of the trigger inwardly so as
to throw the lever
the plate C, and at the same time the hook
upwardly so. that when the bag strikes the
frame, the arm will swing backwardly, the

t lever riding over the curved beveled edge of

the plate so as to prevent the hook from

closing, and as the train passes the catcher,
the bag will be drawn off of the end of the
arm and will drop into a suitable receptacle
P, secured to the bottom of the frame O.

move upwardly, so as to allow it to ride over
the frame.
seen that the bag will be caught into a suit-

deliver the bag, which throws -
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E, out of the notch of 90
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Tt will be seen by mounting the arm so as to 100
have a universal movement the arm can

By this arrangement it will be -
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the end of said arm and tripping

able receptacle so as to prevent the bag from
becoming injured in any way, thereby over-
coming the difficulties now existing with de-
vices of this character in use. It will also be

seen that by releasing the catch the hook can

be drawn upwardly so that the ring or loop
of the mail-bag can be readily placed under
the hook and by swinging the arm outwardly
the lever will be forced into the noteh of the

Flate C, by the action of the spring so as to

ock the arm in an outward position.

- Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:— _

1. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a mail bag catcher, of a
delivery arm having movement in a horizon-
tal and a vertical plane, mechanism for lock-
ing a bag on the end of said arm and means
for releasing said locking mechanism oper-
ated by the mail bag catcher.

2. In a device of the kind described, the
combiation with a semicircular catcher
frame provided with a receptacle, of a de-
livery arm pivoted to move in a horizontal

ber adapted to be passed over said arm

whereby the arm supports a bag upon its |

end, a locking hook closing over said bag
supporting member, a lever for operating
sa1d hook and a tripping member for actuat-
ing said lever so arranged as to be moved
by contact with said catcher frame.

3. In a device of the kind described, a de-
livery arm pivoted for movement in a hori-
zontal plane and adapted to carry a bag
upon 1ts end, means for locking the bag on

. means
carried by the arm in combination with a
recelving frame, the upper edge of which is
adapted to contact with said tripping means
to actuate it. _

4. In a device of the kind described, a de-
livery arm mounted on a universal joint,
whereby it has free horizontal and vertical
movement, said arm adapted to carry a bag
upon its free end, a hook pivoted rearward
of the bag carrying portion of the arm and
closing over the same, and .a lever pivoted
on said arm and connected at one end. to the
hook whereby the hook may be operated in
combination with a receiving frame having
a semicircular upper portion adapted to con-
tact with the free end of said lever to move
the same to open the hook.

5. In a device of the kind described, a
catcher adapted to be arranged alongside of
the track, a bracket carried by a car, an arm
the rear end of which is provided with a uni-
versal connection to said bracket whereby
the arm may have movement in a horizontal

-and vertical plane, means for locking said
arm m an outwardly extending position, | on’ the end of said arm, means for locking

plane, a mail bag having a supporting mem-
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means. for locking a bag on the end of said
arm and preventing the passage of said bag

off of the end of said arm, and mechanism

tor releasing said locking means carried by
the arm, adapted to be manually operated
or to be engaged by a mail bag catcher.

6. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a frame adapted to be sup-
ported by suitable means arranged alongside

~of a track, of a bracket secured to the car, an
arm pivotally mounted in said bracket, a

hook pivotally mounted on the end of said

thereon, a lever for operating said hook and
locking said arm in an outward position,
and means connected to said lever for operat-
ing the same adapted to be engaged by the
frame.

7. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a receiving frame, of a hori-
zontally pivoted arm, a hook for locking a
ring or loop on the end of said arm, a lever
connected to said hook for locking said arm

in an extended position, and a trigger con-

nected to said lever for operating the same
adapted to be engaged by said receiving
frame. _

8. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a receiving frame, of a
bracket provided with a plate, a socket

formed in said plate, a ball carried by an arm

mounted in said socket, said plate being pro-
vided with a notch, a hook pivotally mounted
on the end of said arm for securing a ring or
loop thereon, a lever pivotally mounted in
said arm adapted to fit in the notch of said
plate, and an adjustable link connecting said
lever to said hook, and a spring actuated
trigger mounted in said arm connected to
sald lever adapted to be engaged by said re-
celving frame, for the purpose described.

9. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a bracket provided with a
plate having a curved beveled edge and pro-
vided with a socket, of an arm provided with

a ball at one end mounted in said socket,

said plate being provided with a notch, a
lever pivotally mounted in the arm acdapted
to fit in said notch, a hook pivoted adja-
cent the end of said arm, a tube carried by
sald hook, a tube carried by the lever work-
g in' said tube, a catch for locking said:

tubes together, a pivoted trigger connected

to said lever by a rod, a spring connecting
sald trigger to said arm, and a catcher com-

‘prising a semicircular frame having an out-

wardly projecting portion adapted to operate
sald trigger. |

10. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a horizontally pivoted arm
adapted to be carried by a train, means for
locking a supporting member of a mail-bag
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‘arm for locking the loop or ring of a mail-bag -
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said arm in an outward position, a trigger for | In testimony’ whereof I have signed my
operating said means and a post adapted to | name to this specification in the presence of
be arranged alongside of the track provided | two subscribing witnesses. - '

with a semicircular frame and a receptacle ARTHUR S. PARKER.
5 for operating said trigger, whereby the bag | Witnesses: _ - '
~ will be drawn off the arm as the train passes ReA P. WricHT,

the same and deposited in said receptacle. | M. C. LYDDANE.
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