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To all whom it may concern:

+
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ace between the tracks I, J and K, to allow

]
Be 1t known that we, RoBerT 8. LOUDEN tﬁe passage of the necessary carrier frames

and WiLLiaM LOUDEN, citizens of the United

States, residing at Fairfield, in the county of

Jefferson and State of Jowa, have invented a

‘new and useful Improvement in Overhead

10

20

~ part of this specification,

25

- hanger D which has 1ts up%er
~ forked and secured to a plate E.

31

1

port the hanger.

- Switches, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. . o s
~ Qur invention relates to switches for over-

head tracks, such as are used for hay car-
riers, litter carriers, ete., and it consists of
improvements in details, as hereinafter set
forth and as definitely pointed out in the
claims. o | B

‘In the accompanying drawings forming a
_ Figure 1 is a per-
spective of an overhead track and switches
cmbodying our inverntion. Fig. 2 is a ver-

- tical section drawn longitudina‘:iiy- along the
main track and the branch track with which

it is connected and the attachments for sup-

porting the same, said section being approxi-

mately along and above the line 2—2 in Fig.

v . _ . .
1. Figs. 3 and 4 are enlarged detail views

which will be'ex’f)laincd hereafter. L
Referring to the drawings; A represents a

section of the main track which is connected |

to an overhead supporting block or plank B

- by means of a lranger I, a cleat b being prefer-
30

ably secured to the plank and a hook A being
passed through the cleat and plank to sup-

A’ 1s » hinged section of track and is con-

“nected to the main track by a clam{) C which
18 hinged to the hanger 1.

The ot

- the section A’ is supported by a special

40

The plate E on its edge adjoining the

end made

The oppo-
site end of the plank B is also fitted witL )
cleat &’ and to this cleat is secured a plate F
having an upturned flange on its outer edge.
plate F

G

has a lipped portion

of the plate F. ,

I, J and K represent branch track sections

- with which the hinged section A’ is designed

~ers 1. are spaced so:as to afford suflicient | an enlarged perspective of which is shown

tially like the hanger D and their upper
by

to connect when moved into Pmper_ position

'for_ each, The ends of these branch sections
adjacent to the hinged section A’ are sup

ported by hangers 1. which are made substan-

forked. ends are sccured to the plate ¥
bolts passing through it and preferably also
through the cleat §’ und plank B. The hang-

1er end of

. fitted with a groove to -
catch over and slide upon the upturned edge

b

between them. 'The upturned edge of the
late F is fitted with notches spaced so as to

e directly in line with each of the branch

tracks, I, J and K.

- The plate K 1s fitted with a spring pressed
bolt, the inner end of which 1s adapted to
enter either of the notches in the upturned

edge of the plate F, and thus to hold the

hinged section A’ in line with either of the
branch track, I, J and K, as desired.
or small rope O is passed over small pulleys
P which are secured to opposite edges of the
plank adjacent to the plate F. The central
portion of the cord O 1s secured to'a lever or
trigger N, which 1s arranged to operate the
bolt, substantially in the manner shown and
described in Patent No. 744,372 to Willilam
L.ouden, Nov. 17, 1903. As‘'shown 1n the

in line with the branch track Ky ‘
To brine the hineed section A’9n hine with

either of the other branch tracks, pull on the

left hand end of the cord O which first with-

A cord

79

75

“drawings, the bolt is insertedyn the notch |

80

draws the bolt N from engagement with the -

richt hand notch and then draws. the plate E
along on the plate F' untal the bolt M 1s.oppo-
site the central notch in line with the branch

track J. The force of the spring will row.
| cause 1t to enter this notch.and thus the ‘r\fu-

tion A’ will be "held 1 alinement with this
branch of the track. If desired to bring it
in alinement with the branch track 1, con-
tinue to pull on the left hand end of.the cord
when the bolt will be withdrawn from the

until the bolt is.op-
branch track 1. - -

To reverse the operation
ing firmly secured to the edges of the plank

B at the most advantageous {m‘int.s for opera-
tion, which may be changed if necessary to

hinged section A’ in alinement with either of

“the branch tracks desired. In order to pre-

vent a carrier on elther of the branch tracks

80

S

central notch and the qu,te E will be shd -
further along the plate k X

posite the left hand notch at which point the
section A’ will be held in alinement with the

99

ull on the l;itrl'lt. -
hand end of the cord O. The pulleys P be-

100

suit requirements, the device will be easily
and speedily operated so as to bring the

106

from running off when they are not in aline-

ment with the hinged section A’, we use

‘stops S, which are pivoted between the up-
per forked ends of the hangers L. This st.op‘\
nj

110 °
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hangers 1, so adjusted that

end of the track.
.. When the hinged section A’ is brought in

‘head of the stop

Fig. 3, has a rounded head (Q on one end and |
forked prongs R on the other.

- ably fitted with pivot pins V which are adapt-

It is prefer-

ed to enter holes in the upper ends of ihe

when free the
forked end of the stop will drop down and

straddle the branch track to which 1t ble—_

longs, and thus, to eftectually prevent the

passage of the carrier wheels off the open

alinement with either of the branch tracks
the hanger D will

for that track and will press
down its head and raises its forked end so s

‘to permit the carrier wheels to vass under it.

~In this way the stop on the branch track

- tion A’ will be lifted

90
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necessary. In place of the plan

45
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which is in alinement with the hinged sec- |
out of the way, while:

the others will be left in position to arrest

the movement of the carrier, as is shown in |

Fig. 1. To assist in pressing down the head
of the stop easily, we use a triangular shaped
plate T, an enlarged side view of which 18
shown in Fig. 4. The plate is secured to the
nner edge of the hanger D by a bolt passed
between its forked npper ends and through
a washer W. The lower edges of the plate T

.-are rounded or beveled so as to contact with

the rounded head of the stop at an easy an-
gle, which together with the inclines of these
edges will cause them to easily slide over and
press -down the rounded head of the stop,

and thus raise its forked -end above the car-
rier wheels. - |

The entire device is exceedingly simple in |

construction and effective in operation.
The entire apparatus being secured to the
plank B which is portable, 1t can be readily
secured In any desired position without the
special adjustment of any of the
B a suit-
ably constructed frame for the attachment

of the various tracks may be used if de-
sired. | |

What we claim ig:—

1. In overhead switches, the combination

of a main section of track, two or more sec- |
‘tions of branch tracks, a switch section

and adapted to

hinged to the main section
aline with either of the branch sections, a
portable frame and a separate hanger to con-

-hect each of the various track sections to the

frame. | |

2. In overhea( switches, the combination
of & main section of track, two or more sec-
tions of branch tracks, a switeh section
hinged to the main section and adapted to
aline with either of the ' '
portable frame, separate hangers for connect-

g the main and branch sections of track to

the frame and means for movably connect-

ing the switch section tosaid main and branch

sections. .

come 1n contact with the

arts being |

branch sections, g |

 hangers so as to stand
- with and to dro

.801.493

cleats secured to the -plank, a main track
section secured to one of the cleats by means
of a hanger, two or more branch sections se-

cured by hangers to the other cleat and g
switch section hinged at one end to the main

section and slidabiy connected at the other
end to said cleat so as to aline with either of
the branch tracks. ) |

4. In overhead switches, a portable plank,i

cleats sectured to the plank, a main track
section secured to one of the cleats by means
of a hanger, two or more branch sections se-
cured by hangers to the other cleat; a switch
section hinged at one end to the main sec-
tion and slidably connected at the other end
to said cleat and means to draw it into aline-

ment with either of the branch tracks.,

9. In overhead switches, a portable plank,
cleats secured to
tion secured to
of a hanger, -
cured by hangers to
switch section hin

one of the cleats by means

ed at one end to the main

section and slidab vy connected at the other

end to said cleat, pulleys secured to. Oppo-
site edges of the plank and a cord passed

over sald pulleys and connected {o the

mountings of said switch section so as to
draw it into or out of alinement with the
branch tracks. | '
- 6. Ina device of the

main track, two or more branch tracks, a
switch track connected to the main track and
adapted to aline with either of the branch
tracks, separate hangers to support the open
ends of each.of the branch tracis, and stops
pivoted in each of said hangers above: its
track in alinement therewith and so. as to
drop down thereon and prevent a carrier
from running off the end thereof.

7. In a device of the character described, a
main track, two or more pranch tracks, a
switch track adapted to aline with either of
the branch tracks and a pivoted stop having
a forked end applied to
tracks to prevent a carrier from
the open ends thereof. L

8.-In a device of the character described, a
main track, two or more branch tracks, a
switch track adapted to aline with either of
the branch tracks, and a pivoted
a rounded head at one end and
at the other,

running off

_ being forke
and being applied to each of the

“branch tracks to prevent a carrier from run-

ning off the open ends thereof.

9, Inadevice of the character described, a

main track, two or
ported by bifurcated hangers, a switch track
adapted to aline with either of the branch
tracks, and a -stop device pivoted in the
bifurcated ends of each of the branch frack
in. alinement theie-
. rop down and prevent a carrier
from running off the open ends thereof.

the plank, a main track sec-

character described, a -

each of the ‘branch

stop havinﬁ ,

more branch tracks sup-
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two or more branch sections se-
the other cleats, a
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3. III ?fé;jhead'switches a,portable Pla,nk_, { 10. In a device of the chal'acterﬁdesq1‘ibed,, 130
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a main-track, two or more branbli‘ tracks sup- | & main track, two or more branch tracks sup-
ported.by bifurcated hangers, a switch track |
adapted to aline with either of the branch

‘tracks and a stop device having forked ends

o

- pivoted in the bifurcated énds of each of the
sald hangers so as to prevent a carrier from

adapted to straddle said tracks and being

. running off the open ends thereof.. -

10

- 11. In a device of the charaé"ter'desdribed,

a main track, two or more branch tracks sup-

orted by hangers, a switch track supported

by a hanger and adapted to aline with the

hﬁmh tracks and a stop device secured to
- each of the branch track hangers so as to pre-

15 | _
. thereof, and to be raised out of the way of the
- carrier by the movement of -the -.switc track

" |
a

20

vent a carrier from running off the open ends

hanger. a -. R =
12. In a device of the character described,
a main track, two or more branch tracks sup-

_. EOI'th by hangers, a switch track supported
- .by a hanger and adapted to aline with the

vent &.carrier from’ off the open ends

" thereof and to be raised out of the way of the

* earrier by the__ _IIioveII_le_ﬂt of the switch tr ack

b

hanger.

{

%
\

;,“13.*31;1“5; -.dévig'e'. of t;he charﬁcter d'e_séribe,d; | -

‘each of the branch track:
vent a carrier from running off the open ends
| thereof and an angular shaped plate being
! secured to the inner edge of switch _tragﬁ -'

Eorted By hangers, a switch track supported
y a hanger and adapted to aline with the

branch tracks and a stoE device pivoted to

h

and to raise.it away.from its track section.

. '14. In a device of the character deseribed, '.

a main track, two or more branch tracks sup-

| ported by hangers, a stop device pivoted. to

each of said hangers, a switch track supported
by a bifurcated hanger and adapted to aline
with the branch .tracks, and an angular
shaped plate sécured to the inner edge of said
bifurcated hanger so-as to contact with the
stop- device and to raise il away. from its
track, said plate being a _
by a bolt passed through between its bifur-

side. - . .
~ ROBERT B.LOUDEN.
_ WILLIAM LOUDEN.
1 'Witﬁessés: o . |
1+ LauraA J. Kamp,

Epw. C. PETERKF

plied to the hanger

r
- -
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angers so as to pre-

39

anger to contact with the head of the stop

40
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| , : he | cated ends and through a washer on its other
 branch tracks and a stop device pivoted to | | SRR

* each of the branch track hangers.so as to pre- |
29.
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