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 To all whom it may concern:

10

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
" JOHN STAWARTZ, OF HbﬁES;I‘EAD, 'A_ND DAVID ANDERSON, OF PITTSBURG, '
| o PENNSYLVANIA. |

CURTAIN-STRETCHER. -

!

' No. 891,194,

- Specification of Lettei's Patent.
Application filed October 26, 1907, Serial No. 899,276,

Be it known that we, JOHN STAWARTZ, Te-

siding

Pennsylvania, citizens of the United States,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Curtain-Stretchers, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw- |

ings. . |

. This invention relates to a curtain stretcher,
and the object of the invention is to provide

a novel frame upon which curtains can be
stretched either for drying or bleaching the

same. | S
. Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a frame wherein positive and reliable

" means are provided-for stretching a curtain
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without tearing or injuring the same. |
A further object of this invention 1s to pro-
vide an adjustable and collapsible frame, that

~can be folded into a small parcel, when the |
same is not.beingused. =~ -+
An important characteristic of this inven- |

\

tion.is the stretching means comprising slid-

“able bars provided with pivoted projecting

~ pins, theése pins being drawn into the frame
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‘when not in use, and when in use are pro-

jected at an angle from the frame to stretch
a curtain thereon. L

- ~The detail con‘struction,enterihg into ouf |

invention will be presently described and

- then specifically pointed out in the a;ppendéd
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claims. |

In the drawings forming a part of this
~ specification: Figure '1 is a front elevation
of the curtain-stretcher, Fig. 2 is a plan of the
same, Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the curtain

~gtretcher, Fig. 4 an end view of the same,
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these supports being
" the side .rails 3 and 4 _
.ends of the supperts 5-are provided with

Fig. 5 a longitudinal sectional view taken
on the line x—irof Fig.3,and Fig.6 1s a cross

sectional view taken on the line y—y of Fig. 5.

~ To put our invention into practice, we con-
struct the. curtain stretcher of a rectangular
frame comprising a top rail 1, a bottom rail 2; | ne | d ]
"2, that the slide bars are made 1n two parts,
| each part being provided with a button.

side rails 3 and 4, and pivoted supports 9,
%ivotally connected to
y straps 5. The free

prongs 7, to prevent said supports.from slip-
ping, when supporting the frame of a curtain

- stretcher at an mchnation.
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The side rails 3 and 4.'&1"6.detach'a,bl-y_fcoﬁ-_

~ nected to the top rail 1 by stra]fs 8, carried by .
the upper ends of said side rai

ling at Homestead, and DAvVID ANDERSON; |
residing at Pittsburg, county of Allegheny, |

‘which protrude into the angular
‘of said rails. - 1 _ _
‘with buttons 222, the shanks 23 of which
extend through the cut away portions-20 of |
said rails: -
| - After the slide bars, pins and buttons are .
-assembled, the grooves and cutaway por- 9

o | _'émbllaciﬁ - the top rail 1 and ';llaﬁﬁg _their -

per ends connected together by winged

u
thumb serews 9. .

Patented June 16, 1908,

One end of the bottoim rail 2 ,is'pi'ovided R

‘with straps 10, whereby said bottom rail can
be connected to the side rail 3, similar to the
connections of the side rails with the to rail.

The opposite end of the bottom rail 2 jes 1n
front o y . ‘
nected ‘thereto by a yoke clamp 11 and. a

‘serew 12, -
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‘the side rail 4 and is detachably con-
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" The.top and bottom rails 1 and 2 are made

in two parts, the parts of said rails being
hinged together, as at 13, whereby when the
frame is knockéd down, the top and bottom
rails which are of a considerable length can
be folded.. When said rails are being used,

the parts-of the rails are maintained in aline-
| ment with one another by a cleat 14, a yoke
clamp 15 and a screw 16, said cleat being

fixed to one of the parts of the top rail 1.
Reference will now be had to the mechan-

the frame.: -

- The inner edges of the toﬁ_, bottom and Side

aced angular

posed grooves 17, equally s
‘ormed at right

grooves 18 havingshoulders 19

angles to the grooves 17. - The inner edges of -

the rails are-also cut away, as at 20, the ob-

ject~of which will presently appear. In the
‘| grooves 17 of the rails are mounted slide bars

ivot pins 22,
1 grooves 18
The slide bars 21 are provided

21, these slide bars carrying

tions of the rails are covered by strips 24;

these strips retaining the slide bars - posi-

tion. '-

nection with the top and bottom rails 1 and

-B{; referring to Fig. 5 of the drawings, 1t
will be observed that the pins 22 are norm_al!y

| withdrawn into the.side rails and when 1p

't?is osition lie at an angle to the slide bars
h 2 ‘
| the medium of the buttons 22?2, these pins
are moved outwardly, gradually assuming a

hen the slide bars are shifted through

Is, 'thesg straps. --_pOSition-_,_'at right angles to. sald shde bars.
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ism employed for stretching a curtain upon .

_ 80
rails are’ provided with longitudinally dis-.
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- Tt will of course be understood that in con= .
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- This movement of the pins tends to stretch

~ contact wit

a curtamn upon the frame, without injuring
the same, the pins moving in unison.

The slide bars are arranged in the top and

bottom rails 1 and 2, whereby when the slide
bar in one part of the rail is moved, it will
the end of the slide bar in the

- .adjoining part of the rail, consequently with
~ one movement of the -button, the pins in the

10-

whole rail can: be moved outwar

their normal position, and it is essential that

- the pins be withdrawn into the top and bot-

15

~ projecting from the rail. i
- 20
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tom rails, before said rails can be folded.
This 1s due to the fact that the slide bar of
one part of the rail, protrudes into the ad-

Joining part of ‘the rail, when the pins are

It 1s thought that our invention will b

fully understood from the above description
taken 1n connection with the drawings, and

it 1s obvious that such variations in the in-
vention as are permissible by the appended

claims can be resorfed to without departing |..

- from the scope of the invention.
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». Having now described our invention what

we claim as new, is:— N |
1. A curtain stretcher embodying a frame
consisting of rails detachably connected to-

. gether, supports pivotally connected to some

. 3B

of said rails. the other of said rails compris-

Ing two hinged parts, a clamp for retaining
sald parts 1n alinerhent with one another,
sald rails having grooves formed therein,
-shde bars mounted in said grooves, pivoted
pins carried by. said slide bars and adapted |

~ to project from said rails, buttons for mov-

Ing said slide bars, and strips covering said
- 40 grooves and slide bars.

- 2. A curtain stretcher comp’rising_f rails

| by

frame, said rails having groovesformed there-

| utwardly. It is, |
however, necessary to manipulate both but--
tons on & rail in order to return the pins to-

pins therefrom.

. .891,194 .

detachably connected together to provide a
rectangular frame, pivoted supports carried
~some of said rails for .supporting said

in, slide bars mounted in said grooves, piv-

‘oted pins carried by said bars and lying at an

angle to said grooves, and means for moving

sald slide bars to project said pins at right

angles thereto. | .
3. A curtain stretchér comsisting of aframe

constructed of rails detachably cbnnectéd to-
gether, two of said rails’being foldable, slide

bars movably mounted in said rails, pivoted
pins carried by said slide bars and adapted

to project therefrom, means for moving said
slide bars, and means for supporting 'said -
frame at an inchnation.' . * .

4. A curtain stretcher*'comprisiﬁg a frame,
of rails detachable one from the other, slide

-bars mounted in said rails, pivoted pins car-
ried by said slide bars, and normally lying at
‘an angle thereto, meéans for moving said slide .
bars.to fproject sald pins from said rails, and

0 . 65
5. A curtain stretcher comprising rails,
| shide bars mounted in said rails, pins carried

means for supporting said frame.

by said bars-and -housed by said rails, and
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means for moving sald slide bars and pro-- .

je’ctinlg sald pins from said rails. .
6. In a stretching device, a rail, a slide bar
mounted therein, pins carried by said slide

bar-and housed by said rail, and means for

moving said slide bar and projecting said

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures 1n the presence of two witnesses. . .
o . JOHN STAWARTZ.
, o DAVID ANDERSON..
. Witnesses: I
' -Max H.-Srorovirz,
C. A. RENZIEHAUSEN..
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