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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Georee W. HEN-
DRICKS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Little Rock, in the county of Pulaski and

State of Arkansas, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Music - Leaf
Turners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawing. |

This invention relates to improvements in
leaf turners, and particularly to music-leaf
turners.

The object of the invention is the provision,

of means for facilitating the turning of
leaves. .

Another object of the invention 1s the pro-
vision of manually-operated means for me-
chanically turning the leaves of music, when
resting upon a frame, which {rame is, prei-
erably, supported upon a piano or organ.

“With these and other objects in view, the
invention congists of certain novel construc-
tions, combinations, and arrangements of
parts, as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1is a view 1n ele-
vation of a device constructed in accordance
with the present invention. Fig. 2 1s a hoxri-
zontal, sectional view of the structure de-
picted in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary,
vertical, sectional view, partly shown in side
elevation, of the structure depicted in Kig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, perspective view of
the holder-rods locking device. Iig. 5 1s a
horizontal, sectional view taken on line 5, 5,
Fig. 1, and looking in the direction of the
arrow. Fig. 5* is a fragmentary view, 1n
side elevation, of one of the holder-support-

ing rods. TFig. 6 is a fragmentary, enlarged

sectional view of one of the holder - rods.
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary, sectional view of one
of the holder-rods and showing the sheet-
attaching means. Fig. 8 is a view, i eleva-
tion, of another embodiment of the present
Fig. 9 1s a fragmentary, sec-
tional view partly in side elevation of the
structure depicted in Fig. 8, and looking at
the end thereof. Fig. 10 1s a perspective
view of one of the locking bars depicted n
Figs. 8 and 9. Fig. 11is a fragmentary view,
in side elevation, of another embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 7, 1 designates the
frame having a back 2, and withm frame 1,

| other suitable support 3, for the purpose
hereinafter specified.

A plurality of holder-supporting rods 4, 5,
and 6 are journaled at the lower ends 1n a
bearing 7, and at their upper ends in a bear-
ing 8. Iach holder-rod comprises an upper
and lower section, the lower section, prefer-

9, and the upper section is provided, prefer-
ably, with a squared recess or compartment

Fig. 6. By means of this sectional structure,
the sections of the rods are fixedly secured
together against independent, rotary move-
ment, although the upper sections of the rods
can be quickly detached from the frame 1 and
the back 2, when it is desired to entirely re-
move thesame. Byreasonof thisdetachable
structure of the upper sections of the holder-
rods, said sections can be removed and the
music or other sheets or leaves placed against
the back and turned by the hand of the op-
erator. It will be obvious that the frame
and back can be made ornamental, and at-
tached, by any suitable means, direct to a
plano, organ, or other mstrument.

Kach holder-rod is provided with a later-
ally-extending arm 11, and fixedly secured,
preferably, by rivets 12, to the arm 11, near
the rod, 1s, preferably, a flat spring 13, be-
tween which spring and arm 8, a sheet may
be easily placed, and, owing to the resiliency
of arm 13, said sheet will be held securely in
position. It will be noted that by reason of
the arms 11 extending beyond the outer end
of the spring 13, each arm extends a consider-
able distance across a sheet, so that i turn-
ing the sheet, the action of the rod, in opera-
tion, will cause the horizontal arms 11 to bear
against approximately the entire back of the
sheet, and thereby easily turn the same.

In the preferred structure of the present
" invention, as illustrated in Fig. 1, the rod 4 1s
provided with a horizontal finger 14, which 18
formed by bending parallel portions of the
rod; at the outer end of the finger 14, there 1s
formed, preferably, a loop 15.  The rod 5 1s

14/, and the rod 6 is also provided with a
downwardly-curved finger 14’. Iach finger
14’ is formed substantially the same as the
finger 14, because it will be noted that these
fingers 14’ are formed from two parallel, n-
tegral portions of the rod, in each instance,
at the outer, lower end 1s formed loop 15.

ably, provided with a squared tenon or tongue
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Connected at one end to each loop 15, is,
preferably, a coil spring 16, while at the op-
posite end, each spring is attached to, prefer-
ably, a looped member or hook 17, whereby
each finger is provided with means normally
exerting a pull towards, preferably, the left
end of the frame 1. 1t is also to be noted
that the lower, outer end of each finger 14
and 14 is positioned in substantially the
same horizontal plane, so that the lower,
outer end of each finger can ride under the
curved, outer end 18 of the catch 19; the
catch is provided with a vertical portion 20,
constituting a stop, for locking the Imgers in
their parallel position, as seen 1n Fig. 1. The
catch 19 1s pivotally mounted upon the inner
face of block or support 3, and is provided
with a substantially U-shaped portion 21, for
preventing the cateh from swinging too far
up, although its pivotal movement is suffi-
ctent for permitting the fingers to pass under
portion 18, either when they are moved to g
locked position behind the stop or vertical
portion 20, or when each is separately re-
leased for permitting spring 16 to draw the
finger around to the left side of the frame,
and thereby rotate the holding-rod. The
lateh for actuating the catch comprises, pref-
erably, a rod 22, secured at 23, upon, prefer-
ably, the top of the block 3, and said rod is
provided at its outer end with, preferably, a
right-angled extension 24, to which is’ at-
tached a coil spring or flexible member 25;
the flexible member 25 being secured at its
upper end to said extension 24, and at its
lower end to any suitable means, as for in-
stance, staple 267, for attaching its lower end
to the frame, whereby a downward pull 18 ex-
erted upon the extension 24 at all times, for
holding the plunger 26 in a raised position;
the plunger 26 being pivotally mounted upon
a substantially U-shaped loop portion 27 of
the rod. The U-shaped portion 27 is pro-
vided with an extended, outer end 28, which
outer end 1s provided with a right-angled ex-
tension 29.  The right-angled extension 29 is
positioned under portion 18 of the catch, and
when said rod 22 is rotated for ifting the
cateh, the plunger 26 will move downward,
for the purpose hereinafter specified. The

rod 22 is actuated through the medium of a

prvoted finger bar or button 30, which button
1s provided with a link 31.  The upper end of
Ik 31 is, preferably, bifurcated, as at 32,
and i this bifurcated portion is positioned a
horizontal extension 33 of the rod 22.

1t will be noted that when the outer end of
the pivoted finger bar or button 30 is pressed
down, the rod will be rotated, consequentlv,
raising the end 29 and the outer portion 18
of the rod, thereby releasing the finger of the

holder-rod, pressing acainst the stop orlatch-

portion 20, which in the present instance, 1s
the finger 14/, formed upon holder-rod 6.

Synchronously with the releasing of one of L

890,768

1 -i- . & ‘ . . .. . . . - 1-
the fingers, the plunger 26 working in the

eye 34, formed upon bolt 35 (which bolt is
secured to one end of block 3) will he moved
down, causing its lower end to hoe placed in
front of the next finger contiguous to the
stop 20, constituting a notch, of the cateh,

thereby preventing the next or second himeer

from passing beyond the catch until the
latch is again operated by pressinge down on
the outer end of the finger-bar or button 30.
While all of the fingers may he placed, at
approximately the same time Dhehind the
stop or vertical portion 20 of the cateh, still,

owing to my peculiar structure, only one of

the holder-rods is permitted to votate for
turning the sheet, as the operator desires.
It 15 to be noted that each holder-rod is
bent longitudinally, at 36, opposite to the
arins 11 and springs 13, carried by the other
holder-rod, so that when all of the arms 11
are turned to one side of the holder-rods, e
L, or when part are turned to upon one side
and part are upon the other, they will he all
placed in substantially the sanie transverse
vertical plane, Fig. 5, so that the music will
be held apparently snug and flat agamst the
back or rack 2.
In Fies. 8 to

10, the embodiment is sub-
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stantially the same, except as noted in the

following description: Bach holder-rod 37 is
provided with a horvizontal finger 38, Rach
finger 38 is formed by placing portions of the
rod parallel, as with the embodiment depict-
ed i Fig. 1. Tothe loop 39 of each finger 38
1s connected one end of a spring or {lexible
member 40. The opposite end is conmected
to the frame or rack.  These sprines perform
the same function as sprines 16. The cateh
or locking-bars in the embodiment depieted

in Fig. 9-are each provided with a body por-

tion 41, and at one end of the body portion,_

there 1s formed a hook 197, which is provided
with a notch 20.  The notch 20 ig adapted to

engage a finger, and hold the same until the.

substantially U-shaped portion 337 is moved
upward by link 31, whereby the fmger will
be released, and, owing to the tension on the
spring, said finger will be drawn towards,
preferably, the left-hand end of the frame,
and the holder-rod will be rotated. T have,
preferably, shown weights 42 carried by the
bent portion 33’ for holdine the catchies or
locking bars in an operative positi on,whereas
in the embodiment depicted in Fig. T , 1 have
shown spring 25 for performing this function.
Ifach weight 42 is provided with a hoolk 43
at one end, and its opposite end is provided
with a hook 44. The hook 44 is not as PTO-
nounced as hook 43, so that the weight 44
can be lifted ofl of the cateh or lockin o-har
first at the end provided with hook 44, and
subsequently can be lifted off of the Lar at
the end provided with hook 43. B ¥ means
of these hooks, the weight will be Horm ally
and securely fastened on'the cateh or] oeking-
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bar. The locking-bars are supported at por-
tions 33/, by means of a step-structure 45, for
preventing the bars from pivoting too far
downward. The step-structure 45 1s formed,

preferably of a wire or rod, bent, as clearly

shown in Fig. 8, each locking-bar engaging
one of the steps of this structure 45. Iach
locking-bar or catch is pivotally mounted
upon the frame by means of, preferably
staples 46.

lpemploy a separate finger or button 30

and link 31, for actuating each catch or lock-
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foot lever 33%.
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ing bar, Fig. 8 whereas with the embodiment
in Fig. 1, a single finger or button will con-
trol actuation of the means for permitting
rotation of the holder-rods, and consequently,
the turning of the leaves or sheets.

Referring to Fig. 11, the extension 33* of
rod 22 is placed in an elevated position with
respect to the block 3, and attached to the
extension 33%is a link 33, which link 1s, prel-
erably, connected to the lower end of a bell-
crank léver 33¢ carried by a fixed support 33°.

‘onnected to the bell-crank lever 33¢1s a ver-
tical rod 33¢, which is also connected to the
The foot-lever 33" 1s nor-
mally pressed upward near its outer end, en-
oaged by the operator, by means of, prefer-
ably, a spring 33¢, whereby, when the foot-
lever is pressed downward by the operator,
the bell-crank lever will be actuated for
drawing inward on the extension 33*, and
thus actuating the rod 22, whereby the cateh
is operated for releasing one of the holders, as
hereinbefore described. It will, therefore,
be noted that I have provided means, ex-
tending through the back of the instrument
and actuated by the foot of the operator or
player, so that the hands of the player need
not be used for actuating my leat-turner.

What I claim 1s:

1. In a leaf turner, the combination with a
support, of a holder-supporting rod provided
with a finger, carried by said support, said
finger comprising parallel portions terminat-
ing at their outer ends in a loop or eye, flexi-
ble means connected to said loop and to said
support, for normally exerting a pull upon
said holder-supporting rod, and a catch pro-
vided with a hook or stop engaging said
fineer for holding said holder-supporting rod
in an adjusted position, and means for actu-
ating sald catch for releasing said finger.

2. In a leaf-turner, the combination with a
support, of a rod provided with a finger and
carrying a leaf holder, pivotally mounted
upon said support, of a catch carried by and
being capable of rotary movement upon sald
support and normally engaging said finger,
said catch provided with a stop or vertical
portion formed thereon, the stop normally
engaged by the finger when said rod is 1n an

adjusted position, and means for imparting

60

rotary movement to said catch for releasing
sald finger.

!

J—

3

3. In-a leaf turner, the combination with a
support, of a sectional rod carried by sald
support, one of the sections of said rod pro-
vided with a squared tenon and the other
section provided with a squared recess or
socket, the tenon adapted to fit into said re-
cess, means for turning said rod, and means
for locking said rod in an adjusted position.

4. In a leal turner, the combination of a
pivotally-mounted, vertical rod, a horizontal
arm secured at its inner end to said rod, a
flat spring secured near its inner end to said

70

78

arm and extending parallel therewith, where-

by a sheet or page can be inserted or secured
between said arm and spring, and means for
holding said rod in an adjusted position and
automatically rotating the same.

5. In a leaf turner, the combination of a
frame and a back, a bearing carried by said
frame, a bearing carried by said back, a rod
journaled at its lower end in the bearing of
said frame and at its upper end in the bear-
ing of said back, said rod comprising an upper
and a lower section, the top of the lower sec-
tion and the bottom of the upper section ter-
minating contiguous to the top of said frame,
means for securing said sections against m-
dependent, rotary movement, sheet-securing
means attached to the rod above said frame,
means positioned within said frame for hold-
ing said rod in an adjusted position, and
means adapted to automatically rotate said
rod for bodily moving said sheet-securing
means. |

6. In a leaf turner, the combination with a
support, of sheet-supporting and turning
means carried by said support, a locking-de-
vice for holding said sheet-supporting means
in an adjusted position, said locking-device
comprising a catch, a swinging latch codper-
ating with said catch for actuating the same,
a sliding plunger attached to said latch and
adapted to permit movement of only one of
said sheet-supporting and turning means,
means for guiding said plunger in its move-
ment, and means for actuating said latch
whereby said plunger and catch are syn-
chronously actuated.

7. In a music-leaf turner, the combmation
with a support, of a rod carried by said sup-
port and carrying a leaf holder, said rod pro-
vided with a finger, a catch pivotally mount-
ed upon said support and adapted to be en-
oaged bysaid finger and to secure said holder-
supporting rod in an adjusted position, a
latch cooperating with said catch for releas-
ing the finger, said latch comprising a rota-
table rod, and said rod provided with means
engaging said catch for rajsing the same
when Totary movement is imparted to said
rod. .

8. In a music-leaf turner, the combination
with a support, of a sectional rod carried by
said support, means for securing the sections

| of said rod together against independent ro-
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tary movement, means for attaching a sheet
to one of the sections of said rod, the other
section of said rod provided with a finger, a
catch provided with a notch, the finger
adapted to engage said notch for retaiming
the rod mn an adjusted position, and means
for raising said catch and releasing said fin-
oer, '

9. In a music-leaf turner, the combination
with a support, a rack carried by said sup-
port, of a plurality of vertical rods carried by
said support and positioned in a plane paral-
le] with the rack, each rod provided with a
bent portion, sheet-supporting means POSI-
tioned in the bent portions, each supporting
means secured near one end to a rod, means
for holding said rods in an adjusted position,
and means for successively releasing said rods.

10. In a music-leaf turner, the combina-
tion with a support, of a rotatable rod car-
ried by said support, said rod comprising an
upper and a lower section, means for secur-
ing said sections against independent rotary
movement, sheet - attaching and holding
means secured to the upper section, means
codperating with the lower section for hold-
ing said rod in an adjusted position, and
means for releasing said rod and permitting
the same to rotate. - |

11. In a music-leaf turner, the combina-
tion with a support, of sheet-securing and
turning means carried by said support, a
catch for holding said sheet-securing and
turning means in an adjusted position, a
latch for lifting said catch and releasing said
sheet-securing and turning means, said latch

890,768

comprising a rotatable rod provided with a
portion disposed at right-angles to and in en-
gagement with said catch, and means for ro-
tating said rod for lifting said catch.

40

12. In a leal turner, the combination of a

plurality of sheet-securing and turning neans,
of a catch for securing said sheet-securing
means 1 an adjusted position, a lateh for
hftmg said catch, said latch comptising a
rod provided with a pair of angularly-dis-
posed portions, one of said angularly-dis-
posed portions engaging said cateh, a sliding
plunger pivotally connected to the other an-
gularly-disposed portion, a guide, said plun-
ger slidably mounted in said guide, and
means for rotating said rod for synchro-
nously actuating said plunger and said catch.

13. In a music-leaf turner, the combina-
tion with a support, of a rod carried by said
support carrying a leaf holder, said rod pro-
vided with a laterally-extending finger, a ro-
tatably-mounted catch provided with a
noteh or stop carried by said support, the
finger adapted to engage said notch or sLOp
for securing said rod in an adjusted nosiiion,
and a rotatable rod provided with an exten-

sion engaging said cateh, whereby when said

rod 1s rotated, said catch will be rotated for
releasing said finger.

In testimony whereol I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. HENDRICKS.

Witnesses:
A. L. Parron,
Tayrnor J. DOWNER.
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