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1o adl whom it may concern.: .
" Be 1t known that I, Josera R. FiTz¢ER-
ALD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Springfield, in the county of Clark and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Sign - Boards, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying

-drawings. | |
The present invention relates to sign

boards, and the object of the invention is to
provide a sign board which can be readily

handled and transported fromn one point to
‘another; which can be easily and quickly set

up; the size of which can be readily varied:
which will be strong and durable; and which
may be manufactured at a low cost.

-~ With these objects in view my invention
consists in certain novel features of construe-

tion, and in certain parts and combinations |

hereinafter to be described, and then more
tully .pointed out in the elaims.

~ Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
2 perspective view of a sign board embody-

Ing my invention; and Fig. 2 is a perspective

view showing such a sign board. partially set

up anda showing the framework thereof.
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In these drawings, I have illustrated the

preferred form of my invention, and, as there
shown, the same consists of a plurality of sec-
tions formed of metal and adapted to be con-
nected one to the other at their adjacent
edges to form a continuous face or front sur-
face upon which to place the sign, but, ob-
viously, the construction of the sections and
the material employed therein could be va-

rted to a wide extent without departing from |
the spirit of my invention. As here shown,

~each section 1 is constructed independently
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~the other by means of suitable transverse |

of the remaining sections and consists of up-
right, vertical members 2, having rearwardly
extending projections provided with means
for connecting the same to the corresponding
projections on the adjacent section.” I pre-
fer to construct these upright members of

angle iron, each angle iron having one mem-
ber extending parallel with the face of the |
section and the other member extending rear-

wardly to form a flange 3, which is provided
with suitable means for connecting the same

to the corresponding flange on the adjacent

section, the means here shown COMPrising a
serles of bolt holes 4 adapted to receive suit-
able bolts for securing the sections together.
The upright members 2 are connected one to

| bars 5, preferably éxténding lbngit'udinally

of the section and preferably provided witha

series of apertures 6.
~The front side .of each section is covered

with a suitable facing material 7, preferably .
sheet iron, which forms a firm, smooth. sur-
face upon which to place the sign.  This
covering is secured to the frame in any suit-

able manner, but I prefer to secure the same

as here shown, which is by means of bolts or
rivets extending ' through the cover and

through the apertures 6 in the transverse
bars 5 of the frame, This covering has its

ends flush with the rearwardly extending

member of the angle iron forming the end

posts of the section, and, when the rear-

wardly extending members of the angle irons
of two sections have been secured together,

the edges of the covering or facing of the sec-
tions are brought together and form a close

joint, thus providing g, practically continuous
'sign board which may be made in any de-

sired length by the addition or removal of the
sections. - o
The several sections may be supportec
above the '
face in any suitable manner, but I prefer to
provide a’series of supporting members 8,

adapted to be secured to the supporting sur-
face and to extend above the same with their

upper ends lying in thesame horizontal plane.

ground or other supporting sur-
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As here shown, where the sign board is con- o

structed foruse on the ground, these support-

Ing members consist of stakes, preferably of

metal, adapted to be driven into the grotind.

90

The lower ends of the upright members 2

forming the frame of each sectlion are secured
to the upper ends of the supporting members

S 1n any suitable manner, but I prefer to form

‘this connection by extending the lower ends
of the upright members 2 below the lower

95

edge of the.covering 7,.as shown at 9, and to .

10 adapted to register with a. corresponding
serles of bolt holes 11-in the upright members

8. Insetting up a section, the extension 9 is
connected to the member 8 by a single bolt,

provide the same with a series of bolt holes - .
100

extending through one of the holes 10 in the .

member 9
hole 11 in the member 8, thus forming a p1v-
otal connection between the section and the
supporting member 8 and enabling the same
to lge readily raised to a vertical position

where 1t 1s firmly secured by passing bolts

through the remainder of the holes 10 and 11.
The second section is mounted in the same

and through the corresponding
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- manner; and, when the same has been se-

_cured In a vertical position, the adjacent
. flanges formed by the rearwardly extending
-~ members of the angle irons are firmly secured

C:f

5 together, thus uniting the two sections into

what is practically a single Sign board. If

“desired, a plurality of supporting members 8

may be provided for each section, or, as here

~_shown, the adjacent upright members 2 of
“10
- supporting member 8.

adjoining sections may be secured to a single

~ In small signs the supporting mémbérs 8
will usually be sufficient to maintain the same

in the desired position, but where the sign 1s
of considerable size, it is desirable that the
~same should be provided with an additionl

' ‘support or brace; and I have here shown a
 suitable brace 12 connected at its upper end,
~ preferably by means of a pivotal connection

20

13, with the upright member 2 of the section

~ and secured at its lower end to a supporting

“member, which, in"the present Instance, 1s |
‘shown as a stake 14. To further strengthen
the signboard, an auxiliary brace 15 extends |
5 between the brace 12 and the upright mem-.
ber 2 at a point beneath the point of connec-

- tion of the brace 12 with said upright mem-

ber. preferably

This auxiliary brace. 15 1s

- .connected to the upright member.2 or to the
- 30

brace 12 by a pivotal connection which may

be formed by the use of a single connecting
bolt. Thus, both the brace 12 and the aux-
iliary brace 15 can be folded flat against the
rear of the section when the same i1s to be
transported from one -point to ancther.
While I prefer to construct the entire sign

- board of metal, providing the frame and
" braces of suitable iron bars and the covering

i o

.45 _
sembled and placed in the desired position;

50
 construction which will not be easily broken
down or destroyed. * B '

.-'pr
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or facing of sheet metal, it will be readily ap-
arent that the sections could be constructed

of other material. _ |
From the foregoing description it will be

apparent that I have provided a sign board

which can be readily transported from one

point to another; which can be readily as-

the size of which can be varied to accommo-

‘date the same to various conditions; which
can be produced at a low cost; and which,

when set up, will provide a strong, durable

T wish it to be understood that I do not de-
sire to be limited to the exact details of con-

struction shown and described, for obvious
‘modifications will occur to a person skilled in

the art. . --

" Having thus fully described my invention, |

890,631
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what I claim ag_neﬁ? gnld_ desire to secure b}’ '

Letters Patent, 1s:— . ST
1. A sign board of the character described
comprising a plurality of separable sections

having corresponding rearwardly extending

60

projections on their adjacent ends, means .

for securing said projections one to the other,
and means for supporting said sections m an

upright position. .~ -~ .
2" A section for a sign board of the char-

L]

irons, having one:flange extending paral
lange extend-

with said frame and the other

ing at right angles thereto, transverse mem-

bers extending between said upright.mem-

‘bers and secured to the rear side of the first -

mentioned flange, and a covering of facing

material extending over the front of said .
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“acter described comprising a frame, consist-
ing of upright end members formed of an%'le
el
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frame and secured to said upright members .

and to said transverse members. -
3. Asign board of the character described

80

comprising a frame, a supporting inember

adapted to be secured to the supporting sur-

face; and means for pivotally connecting -

said frame to said supporting member.

4. A sign board of the character deseribed.
comprising a frame, a supporting member
adapted to be secured to the supporting sur-
face, means for pivotally connecting said.
frame to said supporting  member, and.

means for securing said frame in its adjusted

position. _ . _ -
5. A sign board of the character described

comprising a frame, a supporting member

adapted to be secured to the supporting sur-
face, means for pivotally connecting said

85 -
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frame to said supporting member, and a

+ ]

supporting surface. - -
6. A sign board of the character described

‘comprising a frame, a supporting member
.adapted to be secured to the supporting sur-
face, means for pivotally connecting said
frame to said supporting member, a brace
pivotally connected at one end to said irame

and secured at its opposite end to the sup-
porting surface, and an auxiliary brace ex-

tending between said first-mentioned brace

and said frame. . o
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature

| in presence of two witnesses.

'JOSEPH R. FITZGERALD.

‘Witnesses: =
~ W. I. F1ITZGERALD,
- K. L. Kitroy.

brace pivotally connected at one end to said-
frame and secured at its opposite end to the
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