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L'o all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Josern ALBERT SiBg-
FRIED, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Monmouth, in the county of War-
ren and State of Illinois, have invented a new
and Improved Mail-Box, of which the follow-
ing 1s a full, clear, and exact description.

The purpose of this invention is to provide
novel details of construction for a mail box,
that are extremely simple and durable, and
which adapt the improved mail box for the
automatic display of a sign that will indicate
if mail has been deposited in the box.

The improvement is particularly well
adapted for use on rural mail routes, as it af-
fords means for the infallible indication that
mail has been placed in the box by the car-
rier, and also will exhibit a signal for notify-
mg the carrier that mail has been placed in
the box for collection by him.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, as is
heremafter described and defined in the ap-
pended claims. o '

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the views.

“ Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved mail box supported in position for
service and adjusted to notify mail recipients
that mail has been deposited in the box ; g
21s an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of

the improved mail box, showing the parts ad-

justed to indicate that mail is deposited
therein, and Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional
view, substantially on the line 3—3 in Fig. 2.

The body 5 of the mail box is represented
as cylindrical, but may be polyeonal in cross
section and be equally as serviceable, the cy-
Imdrical form
convenient for manufacture. The box body
5 1s of a suitable length for the reception of
mail matter, either letters or printed matter
that is not too bulky,

by a fixed wall 52, " The body 5 is preferably

~formed of plate metal, and at its open end 1s
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provided with a door 5P, that is formed of
plate metal and dished, as shown in Fig. 2,

thus rendering it rigid.

A rabbet a is formed on the periphery of
the body 5, at the open end thereof, and upon
sald end, exterior O{P the rabbet, the free edge
of the door 5? is fitted, and, as shown, said
dooris hinged at b upon the body 5, at the rab-
bet, thus adapting the door for guarding the

being preferred as it is more

and at one end is closed

1ng the same

-

openend of the boxbody. It willbe notedin
Ifig. 2 that the door 5°, when closed, Impinges
upon the shoulder formed by the rabbet a,
thus producing a tight joint therebetween.
Opposite the hinge 4 a hasp ¢ is hinged
upon the door 5°, which hasp is slotted for

the reception of a staple ¢/, that is projected.

from the shell of the box body 5 and may re-
ceive a padlock ¢* when the hasp is folded
thereover, whereby the door may be secured

i closed condition upon the shell or body 5.

Centrally in the fixed end wall 52 a per-
foration is formed, and in said perforation is
slidably fitted the body of a pusher-rod 6,
which 1s preferably cylindrical and of oreater
length than that of the box body 5. Upon
the outer end of the pushér-rod 6 a knob or
other handle-piece d is formed or secured,
and on the other extremity, that is within
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the box body 5, a plunger 62, that may be

formed of plate metal, is aflixed. "The disk-
like plunger is fitted loosely within the body
5 and 1s adapted for free reciprocation there-
In by a corresponding manual actuation of
the pusher-rod 6. '

The box body 5 is mounted upon twin

bracket-frames 7, 7, that are secured upon
the exterior surface thereof, at or near each
end of said body, said frames having pro-
Jecting feet ¢ thereon, which may be seated
upon and secured to a stable object, such as
the side wall of a building, or upon the side

of an upright post, and they are shown as

attached upon a post A.-

~ The mail box in complete form is disposed
horizontally upon its support, such as A, and

the door 5P is arranged so as to hang pend-

ent, having the hasp and lock thereon at the
lower side of the box body 5, thereby adapt-
for convenient manipulation
when the door is opened or closed. Assum-
ing that the mail box is employed as a re-
ceptacle for mail on a rural mail route, and
that the post A is positioned for convenient
access thereto by those that receive mail
therefrom, and also for the mail carrier to
deposit such matter in the box, it will be
seen that for the introduction of mail matter
through the open end of the box, after the
door 5* has been opened, the carrier must
push the plunger 62 toward the opposite end
of the box, to enable the free insertion of
mail matter. Obviously, the sliding move-
ment of the plunger-disk 6 toward the fixed

end wall 5* will correspondingly project the

pusher-rod 6 out of the box, and such an ex-
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posure of the rod will be a signal to those
who get mail from the box that mail matter
has been deposited therein.

It will be understood that to adapt the
device for efficient service as a mail indicator,
the party who removes mail from the box

must push the plunger toward and near to
the door 5°, which will correspondingly shde

the pusher-rod 6 into the box, so that the

 carrier will be obliged to press the plunger

forward to obtain room for the introduction
of mail into the box.

Furthermore, in case mail matter that 1s
to be taken up by the carrier has been placed
5 in the mail box by those having a key and
thus having access thereto, it will be evident
that the consequent exposure of the pusher-
rod 6 will serve as a signal to the carrier that
such mail is within the box for its removal.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent: -

1. A mail box, comprising a hollow body,
a door securable on one end of said body, a

pusher-rod slidable in the body through a

wall on the other end thereof that closes said
end, and a plunger-disk mounted upon the
end of the pusher-rod that is within the body.

9. A mail box, comprising a cylindrical

hollow body, a door hinged upon one end of 30

said body for its closure, releasable means
for securing the door closed, a fixed wall
closing the other end of the body, a pusher-
rod slidable through a central perforation in

said wall, and a plunger-disk secured upon
the end of the pusher-rod that is within the

hollow body. ' _

3. A mail box, comprising a cylindrical
hollow body, bracket-frames thereon for
securing said body upon a stable support, a
door hinged upon one end of said body for

‘its closure, locking means for securing the

door closed, a centrally perforated wall fixed
at the opposite ends of the hollow body,
pusher-rod reciprocal in said perforation,
and a plunger-disk secured upon the end ol
the pusher-rod that is within the hollow box
body.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of 59

two subscribing witnesses.
- JOSEPH ALBERT SIEGFRIED.

Witnesses:
T. . PEACOCK,
(. S. HuoMBERS.
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