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To all whom it may concern: -

~ Be it known that I, Georce L. WARD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lio-
raine, in the county of Adams, State of 111~
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements 1n
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. | - -
~ The present invention has reference to
fence posts, and it aims, generally, to pro-

vide an exceedingly simple, inexpensive, and |

efficient” article of that class which, by rea-
son of its particular construction, is virtually
proof against injury from the weather, or
from fire, and, when set into the ground, will
be held securely against accidental displace-
ment of any kind. .

To this end the post comprises a hollow |

metal casing having its front face open and
its opposite ends closed, a wooden core or
filling disposed within the interior of the cas-

ing, and a cover bolted to the latter and to

the core and disposed directly agaimst the
outer face of the core across which the fence
wires are strung, thus preventing displace-
ment of the staples by which the wires are
secured to the core.

A further improvement contemplated by

the invention resides in the formation of

transverse channels in the inner face of the
cover, into which channels the fence wires

and the staples are adapted to extend, to |

~ permit the cover to fit flush agamst the

edges of the casing and the outer face of the

- ¢ore. - -
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- A still further improvement consists in- the
provision of an attaching base of frusto-py-
ramidal shape, which is formed integral with
the casing, the smaller end of said base being
disposed adjacent the bottom of the casing,
thus preventing accidental displacement of
the post when set into the ground. '

The invention still further resides in the
formation upon the side faces of the casing
of lips to which the ends of the diagonal
metal braces are secured.

The invention will be readily understood,
from a consideration of the following de-
tailed description, and its preferred embodi-
ment is illustrated in the accompanying

drawings in which similar parts or features,

as the case may be, are designated by corre-

Fence-Posts; and I do

sponding reference numerals in the several
VIews. - | -

Of the said drawings:— Figure 1 is a per-

spective view of the post, showmg the cover
detached from the casing. Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the post. Fig. 3 is an enlarged
transverse section taken on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a front elevation of a fence,
showing the fence wires, and the braces con-
nected to the post ears. Fig. 5 is a plan
view of Iig. 4. | - -
Referring to the drawings, and more par-
ticularly to Figs. 1, 2, and 3 thereof, 7 desig-
nates the hollow tapered casing or shell of

' the post, 8 the wooden core, and 9 the cover.
The casing, which is formed of cast iron, has

its entire front face open, as shown, the top of

the casing projecting slightly forwards, as n-

dicated by the numeral 10 to form an over-
hanging lip. -

" The core, which fits exactly within the, 1n-
terior of the casing, has its front face approxi-

| mately flush with the front edges of the cas-
ing, and, as above stated, is formed of wood,

so 4s to permit the staples or other fastening
devices 11 for the fence wires 12 to be readily
driven thereinto, the fence itself consisting

preferably of a series of barbed wires 12 se-~

cured to the upper portion of the core, and a
strip of wire netting 13 secured to the lower
portion thereof, both the wires and the wire
netting being disposed directly against the
outer face of the core. |

The bottom edge of the casing is likewise
projected forwardly, as indicated by the nu-
meral 14 to provide a second lip upon which
the lower end of the cover 9 rests, the curved

upper end of which fits against the concave

under face of the lip 10, the width of the
cover being such that its side edges lie flush

with the side faces of the casing. The cover,

like the casing, is formed of cast iron, and 1s
secured to the latter by a series’ of bolts 15
which pass through registering openings

formed in the cover, the core, and the back ot

the casing, as shown in Kig. 3.

By reason of the particular disposition of
the cover above referred to, it will be appar-
ent that the entire outer face of the core will
be completely protected against exposure to
the weather, thus prolonging the “life” of the
core to an exceedingly great extent, all dan-
ger of injury to the core from fire being like-
wise obviated by such disposition. In order
to permit the cover to fit flush against the

60

69

70

80

85

90

90

100

105

110



10

20

AN
]

30

40

45

o0

0O

2.

outer face of the core, the inner face of the

cover has formed therein an upper series of

transverse channels 16 into which the barbed
wires 12 project, and a lower series of inter-

secting channels 17 which receive the inter-

secting strands of wire netting, the disposi-
tion of the wires within said c¢hannels further
preventing any displacement thereof with re-
spect to the post as a whole. -

The bottom of the casing has cast thereon
a frusto-pyramidal attaching base 18 whose
smaller end is disposed uppermost, so as to
provide a space between the slanting sides of
sald base and the bottom of the casing, into

5 which space the earth is tamped when the

base is embedded in the ground, SO
vent accidental displacement of
when the ground freezes and
thaws. '

as to pre-
‘the post

In Figs. 4 and 5 which show one corner of a-

fence whose wires are secured to posts con-
structed as above described, the casing of the
central or corner post is provided upon its

opposite side faces with a pair of depending
lips 19 which are socketed for the reception of
gthening

the upper ends of the diagonal stren
braces 20 whose lower ends fit in the sockets

‘formed in similar lips 21 with which the posts

adjacent the. corner post are provided.
These lips are preferably cast separately
from the casing and are bolted or otherwise

attached thereto, thus rendering the casting

of special corner posts unnecessary. These
lips, however, are not
for the particular form. of posts above de-

scribed, since they

now in use.
What is claimed is:—
1. A fence-post comprising, in combina-
tion, a hollow metal casing having its front

face open, a non-metallic core fitted within-
theinterior of the casing and exposed through

the open face thereof, fence-wire fasteners

secured to the exposed face of the core, and

a metal plate secured to the casing and core,
to cover the exposed face of the latter:

2. A fence-post comprising, in combina-
tion, a hollow metal casing

the open face thereof, fence-wire fasteners
secured to the exposed face of the core, a
metal cover disposed directly against the ex-
posed face of the core and the adjacent edges
of the casing, said casing, core, and cover

being provided with registering openings, |

willy

the open face

subsequently

‘the open face

designed exclusively

may be attached with
equal facility to any ordinary type of post

having its front
face open, a non-metallic core fitted within
theinterior of the casing and exposed through

880,847

and bolts fitted in said openings to fasten the
core, casing, and cover together.

3. A fence-post comprising, in combina-
tion, a hollow metal casing having its entire
front face open and provided at the top and
bottom of said face with torwardly-project-

ing lips, a non-metallic core fitted within the
interior of the casing and exposed through
thereof, fence-wire fasteners
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secured to the exposed face of the core, and -

& metal cover plate disposed directly against
sald face and secured to the core and casing,

the olpposite ends of said plate fitting against
sald lips. |

4. A fence-post comprising, in combina-

tion, a hollow metal casing, having its front
face open, a non-metallic core fitted within
the interior of the casing and exposed through
the open face thereof, fence-wire fasteners
secured to the exposed face of the core, and
a metal plate secured to the casing and core,
to cover the exposed face of the latter, the
mnner face of said plate being provided with
seats mto which said fasteners are adapted
to project. | |

5. A fence-post comprising, in combina-
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tion, a hollow metal casing having its front

face open, a non-metallic core fitted within
the interior of the casing and exposed through

secured to the exposed face of the core, and
a metal plate secured to the casing and core,
to cover the exposed face of the latter, the
iner face of said plate being provided with
transverse channels into Whi(}E said fasten-
ers are adapted to project.

6. A fence-post comprising, in combina-

tion, a hollow metal casing having its entire
provided at the top and

front face open and

bottom of said face with forwardly-projecting

lips, a non-metallic core fitted within the in.

terior of the casing and exposed through the
open face thereof, fence-wire fasteners se-

cured to the exposed face of the core, and a

metal cover

plate disposed directly against
said face and

secured to the core and casing,
the opposite ends of said plate fitting against
sald lips, the inner face of said plate being
provided with seats into which said fasten-
ers are adapted to project.

In testimony whereof, I affix ny signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE H. WARD.

Witnesses: )
NEWELL SAPP,
H. A: ErrPing.
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