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To all whom it may concern: - |

Be 1t known that I, RaNpALL Jonnson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Houston, in the county of Harris and State

of Texas, have invented new and useful

Improvements in Locks, of which the follow-

' 1ng Is a specification;

This invention relates to a lock of that

- type in which the bolt is locked by the drop-

10

ping of a coin into the cusing of the lock,

whereupon a key is released for permitting
the bolt to be unlocked when desired, and is

- especially adapted for drawers, doors or hat,

15

. coat or umbrella racks used-in hotels, thea-
ters, restaurants and other
- whereby articles

!

- thereby receiving a key for subsequently

20

opening the lock to remove.the article pre-
viously placed on the rack. a
The invention has for one of its objects to

improve and simplify the construction and

- operation of devices of this character so as -
.to be comparatively easy
25.

and inexpensive
to manufacture, thoroughly reliable and
efficient in use, proof. against tampering

. with, and- comgosed of few parts.

- 30

A further o

A ject of the invention is the
Erowsion of a lock in which the bolt is locked
y coin actuated means and unlocked by a

key which is released during the locking of
the bolt so as to be subsequently used for

- releasing the bolt to permit the loek to be
- opened when desired. - = .

85

- will appear as the description proceeds, the

- invention comprises the various .novel fea-

- tures of construction and arrangement of

. 40

a0

parts which wiit be more fully deseribed here-

mafter and set forth with particularity in the
-claims-appended hereto. | -
In the accompanying drawing, which
illustrates one of the embodiments of the

mvention, Figure 1 is a front view of a lock.

Fig. 2 1s a longitudingl section™ thereof;

Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the key.
Similar reference characters are employed
to designate similar parts throughout ‘the
several figures of the drawings. _1
Referring to the drawing, A designates the
lock casing which may be of any suitable

~ construction and provided with chutes 1 and

2 for the reception of a key and coin, respec-

tively. Thesechutesare preferably of irregu-

.55

lar shape so as to prevent the insertion of a |

wire or other instrument for actuating the
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‘the bolt.

public places |
can be securely locked by
8 person dropping a coin into the lock,

~With these objects in view and others, as’
chute 1. . The key 20 has a

- fatented June 2, 1908,
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locking mechanism. In the casing is ar-

ranged a reciprocatory bolt 3 which is prefer-
ably provided with a spring 4 for holding it
in normal position. Spaced stops 5 serve as

guides for the bolt and the latter is provided
‘with projections 6 that engage with the stops

to limit the outward movement of the bolt.
Arranged above the boltis a gravity acting
detent 6 fulcrumed at 7 and having a tooth §

adapted to engage in.a notch 9 in the top of
One end of the detent projects

through an opening 10 in the ad; acent wall of
the key chute 1 so as to be actuated by a
key passing through the chute. The chutes

1 and 2 are suitably spaced apart and be-

tween them 1s arranged a coin-actuated
means for-releasing the key. This means
comprises 8 latch or actuating lever 11 ful-

| crumed at 12 and codperating with a trigoer

or releasing member 13 that serves to sus-
pend the key in a position to hold the detent

6 open or 1n unlocked position. The member.
11 18 provided with an arm 14 that extends

through a slot 15 in the wall of the chute 2 so
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that the extremity of the arm will be in the .

path of the coin, check or other token 16, as
1t drops through the chute. The trigeer 13
1s fulerumed at'17 and is provided with a nose
18 that protrucdes through a slot 19 in the
wall of the chute 1 opposite from that having
the slot 10. The member 11 is so connected

85

with the trigger or releasing member 13 that

as the memtf)er 11 1s actiated by a coin, the

‘member 13 is moved so that the nose or pPro-

jection 11 passesinto the slot 19 and out of the
‘ suttably shaped
body that is provided with a plurality of
longitudinally-extending slots 21 that engage
the ribs 22 at the upper end or mouth of the
chute 1. These ribs and.slots will be made
of different sizes for different locks and a key

for a given lock will be numbered to corre-

spond therewith so that each lock will be
opened only by its own'key. The kev is pro-

vided with a projection 23 arranged to oi-
gage the nose 18 so that as the key is dropped

into the slot, it will be arrested by the trigeer

e0
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and suspended thereon. As the ket passes

down the chute, it will licht on the e11d of the

detentextending into the chute and raise the =
‘tooth 8 out of the noteh 9 of the bolt and hold .

1145

the detent in raised or inoperative position.

“The key is notched at 24 50 as to receive the

detent and hold- it in unlocking position.

When-the detent 15 in the posttion shown in -
Fig. 2, the bolt 3 is free to move Lack and
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forth to accomplish this, the bolt is pmvided’ |

with a handle 25, as shown in ¥Fig. 1, whereby
the bolt is readily withdrawn. '

To indicate the condition of the lock, the.

front plate is provided with an opening
26 which discloses the word ‘‘Closed’” or
“Oper{”’, according to whether the bolt 3 1s
locked by the detent or unlocked by the de-
tent being released therefrom. Asshownin

Fig. 1, the rear wall of the chute 1 has the

word ‘‘Closed’” affixed thereto, while on the
front side of the key is the word ‘Open”.
When the key is in position, as shown in Kig.
2 the word ‘‘Open’ registers with the slot 26.
This means that the detent 6 is in raised posi-
tion and the bolt 3 can be moved back and
forth. When the key has dropped out as by
actuating the lpcking mechanism by a coin,

the opening 26. This means that the detent
6 has been released from the key and engagéd
the bolt 3 for holding it locked. 3
 From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
the advantages of the construction and of the
method of operation will be readily apparent

to those skilled in the art to which the in=

vention appertains. In operation, a coin is

“dropped into the chute 2 when 1t 1s desired to

unlock the bolt, and this coin strikes the arm
14 of the actuating member 11, and moves
the trigger 13 to disengage the nose 18 from
the projection of the key 3. The key is then

~ free to drop out through the bottom of the

35

chute 1 into the hand of the person opening
the lock as the key drops from its normal po-

sition when the detent is actuated, so as to |

- lock the bolt in position. Aslong as the key
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is retained, the lock is closed, as will be indi-
cated by the word seen through the opening
26. When it is desired to open the lock, the
key is inserted into the chute 1 and permitted
to drop from the same. This actuates the de-

tent 6 and holds it open and the key comes to

reston thenose 18 of the trigger13. Thebolt
3 can then be withdrawn without the detent

~interfering. As long as the key 1s in po-
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sition, the word ‘‘Open”’ is exposed through

the opening 26 to indicate that the bolt ot the
lock can be actuated by the handle 25.
suitable receptacle may be arranged at the
bottom of the chute 2 for receiving the coins
that are used to lock the bolt, as will be
readily understood. | :

I have described the principle of operation
of the invention, together Witﬁ the apparatus
which I now consider to be the best embodi-
ment thereof, but I desire to have 1t under-
stood that the apparatus shown is merely

jllustrative and that such changes may be
‘made when desired, as are within the scope

of the claims. |
Having thus described the invention, what
I claim ts:— . .
1. The combination of a casing, spaced

e

tent mounted to
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coin and key chutes therein, a bolt passing
through one wall of the casing, a locking de-
sravitate to locking posi-
tion and disposed between the bolt and the

key chute and arranged.with one end dis-

posed within the latter, a coin-actuated

member pivotally mounted between the
chutes and having ‘a portion disposed within
the coin chute and weighted to gravitate to

‘normal position, a pivotally mounted key-

supporting member tending to gravitate to

 normal position and engaging the first-men-

the word ‘‘Closed’’ will be viewed through |

|

key

‘tioned member whereby each member serves

to hold the other in mormal position, said

members being so disposed as to be actuated

solely by the weight of a coin, and a key co-
operating with the second member for un-
locking the detent and holding the same in
unlocked position while the members are n
normal. position.

2. Inalock, the combination of 2 casing, & -
key chute therein having opposite walls slot--

ted, a coin chute having one of its walls slot-
ted, a notched bolt in the casing, a detent
having a tooth at one end to engage the
notch of the bolt and arranged with its op-
posite end proijecting into the key chute
through one of its slots, an actuator ful-
crumed between the chutes and having one
end extending through the slot of the coin

chute for actuation by a coin, a fulecrumed

trigger connected with.the actuator and pro-
vided with a projection extending mnto the
key chute through one of its slots, and a key
provided with a projection arranged to en-
gage that of the trlgier for holding the key
i engagement with the detent. .

3. In a lock, a casing having an opening, a
chute in the casing having the word
““Closed” ‘'on its rear wall at a point opposite
the opening, a key having the word ““Open”
on its front to be disclosed through the open-
ing of the casing, a bolt, a detent arranged to
hold the bolt locked when the word *‘ Closed ”
is exposed through the opening and to un-
lock the bolt when the word *“*Open’™ 1s ex-
posed, and a coin-actuated means for releas-
ably suspending the key in a position to hold
the detent in open position. |

4. In a lock, the combination of a casing
for separate -coin and key chutes, a bolt, a
sravitating detent for locking the bolt, a
check key for liolding the detent i unlock-
ing position, a coin-actuated member pivoted
and overbalanced to return to normal posi-
tion by gravity, and a second member ac-
tuated by the first member and returned by
oravity to normal position and arranged to
hold the key in a position to retain t%e' de-
tent out of engagement with the bolf.

- 5. In a lock, the combination of a casing
having separate coin and key .chutes, a bolt
mounted in the casing, a detent located
above the bolt and having one end overbal-

| anced to gravitate to lock position, a check
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‘automatically
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key movable through the key slot and adapt-

ed to engage one end of the detent for raising
the heavier-end thereof out of engagement
with the bolt, a pivoted member adapted to
return to normal position by
gravity and arranged to hold the
sition to retain the detent in unlocking rela-

- tion to the bolt, and a pivoted coin actuated

member. permanently engaging the first |

ey in a po-

member and codperating therewith .to . re-
“turn by gravity to normal position to be ac<
tuated by a com. -

* In testimony whereof, I affix
in presence of two witnesses.

" RANDALL JOHNSON.

my signature
- Witnesses:

M. D. GurHRIE,
- E. Ramin.
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