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~ No. 889,596

‘ UNITED STATES J Pxi}_'.FENT OFFICE.

. MILTON C. FRITS, OF LORAINE, ILLINOIS.

- Spe_ciﬁca.tiql}“ of Le’tterg‘Patent.: -

~ Application filed December 3, 1906, Serial No.346,119. .

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known. that I, MiLToN C FRI?J.‘;S;:&

‘ citizen of the United States, residing at Lo-

10

. device of this character constructed of sheet

15

" tures, of construction, combination and ar-.
‘rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter
- described and claimed. = .
206

-accordance with the invention; Fig. 2 1s a

s detail sectional view through the top and

.30

- showing ¢t

the
- and

20

raine, in the -county. of Adams and State of

Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in' Coops; and I do de-

clare the following to.be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such ‘as

~ will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same.
~ This invention relates t0 improvements 1n
coops and nesting boxes for fowls.

The object of the invention is to provide 2

metal sections adapted to be quickly folded

or knocked down into a compact form when

not in use, means being provided whereby
Ea._rts of the same are firmly supported
eld in position when set up. -
With the above and other objects in view,
the invention: consists of certain novel fea-

~ In the accompanying |
is a perspective view of a coop constructed 1n

vertical sectional view of the same; Fig. 31s
one of the ends, showing the manner ol join-

ing these _ _
' e coop folded; ¥ig. 571s a perspec-

. tive view of a ‘modified form of the coop;

35

coop, showing

40

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view of the same;

Fig. 7 is a similar view taken at right angles,

to Fig. 6; and Fig. 8 is a side view of the
a modified form of the fasten-
ing devices for holding the
coop in an upright or operative position.

" coop-is shown in A-form, 1 denotes the base

“triangular end pieces, and 3 denotes the in-
clined side walls; which also form the cover |-
or roof of the coop. The upper end of the

. 45

or bottom plate of the coop, 2 denotes the

side walls 3.are bent inwardly, said inwardly-

~ bent ends being lapped one over the other

~ when the coop is set up in position for use,
80 .

thus forming a water-tight joint.

The front and rear edges of the inclined

side walls 3.are bent or folded inwardly upon

b

themselves, as shown at 4, and with said in-

‘wardly-bent edges ate adapted to be engaged
outturned flanges 5 on the edges of the trian-

drawings —Figure 1 |

E@rts; Fig. 4 is a perspective View,

side wall of the |

Referring more particularly to the first
four figures of the drawings, in which the

4
'

.. In order to support the end walls and

walls of the coop as illustrated in Fig. 3.

joint betwéen the ends and the side

hold

locking

»

‘the same into engagement with the inwardly-
bent edges of the side pieces, movable mem-
bers in the form of fastening rods or bars -

Patented June 2, 1908.

' 'gﬁlal,r en ’pfeCeS-Q';,theréby forming an inter-

60

6. are provided, said rods being inserted

‘throdgh alined apertures 6”'in the side.pieces

 near the upper.end thereof-and immediately g5

in rear of the end ‘pieces of the coop. The

| rods 6 prevent the mnward movement or ¢ol-
lapsing of said end pieces and firmly brace.

‘the parts of the coop when set up I an opera-

tive position.. On one. end of the rods or

bars 6 are formed rings or loops 7, by means

of which the same may be readily with-

“drawn or. insérted through the apertures in

‘the sides of the coop..

| v . A K |
“In order that the side pieces of the coop
may be firmly secured together at: their up-

70

75

geren’ds,' s, fastening hook 8 is provided.

aid hook 8 is pivotally connected tg the

‘overlapping portion of one of the side pieces,

and is adapted to be hooked into an aperture
formed in the opposite side piece, as shown..

| - The lower edges of the sides of the coop are
_preferably Wi ; 3
upon-‘which the bottom plate or base 1 .18

bent inweardly.to form flanges 9,

adapted to.rest. The side pieces or walls of

the coop are
or base plate

of the coop.: The front and rear edges of the
base piece 1 are connected to the lower edgﬁs

of the triangular front and rear end of the

coop by means of rings 13, inserted through.
apertures 14 in the ad&acent;edges of said
front and rear pieces an

‘thus loosely connecting the

the base plate. B
ieces of the

coop together at their lower edges, the same

may be readily folded inward%y.when it 1s

desired to take down or pack the coop.

a wire netting door 17, which are hung or
hinged .at their upper edges to swing up-
wardly, as shown. '

The slatted door ‘ _
when the coop is employed to confine a hen
and brood of chickens, said slatted door per-

1itting the chickens to enter and leave the

_coop at will but preventing the escape of the

If desired one or both of the ends 2.mayﬂ'bqe' .
provided with openings 15 adapted to be
closed by a slatted door or grating 16 and

16 is provided for use-

80

85
further connected to the bottom -
by means of wire rings 10 that
are inserted through apertures 11 and 12.m-
“the adjacent edges of the side and base pieces

90
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“hen. When it is desired to also confine the | Various chan es in the fozm, proportion

- chickens and to keep out intruders, the wire
‘netting door 17 is closed.  + = |
~ . In Higs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the drawings is
-shown_a_modified .construction.-of-coop,-the-

- same being here shown as being of substan-

10

16

tially rectangular form, and is intended
more _p&rticufa,ﬂy for use as a nesting box.
In the construction shown in the above fig-
ures, the base 15, back piece 19 and the top |
20 are preferably formed from one piece of

sheet metal bent at suitable intervals to form
sald parts. The base piece 15 is also bent
upwardly at its forward edge to form a lower
portion of the front of the coop orbox. The

- side edges of the top, back and base pieces
~are bent or folded inwardly, as at 21, to re-

20

celve the right angularly bent flanges 22 of

~the side pieces 23 of the coop, thus forming
an interiocking. construction between said

edges of the side pieces and the other parts at-

- tached thersto.

25

#

- In order to prevent the side pieces of the

. coop from falling inwardly and collapsing, T

provide lower fastening members or rods 24
that are inserted through the upwardly-bent
forward edge of the base piece and through
alined apertures 24’ formed in the back piece.

‘The rods 24 engage the inner walls of the side
gieces adjacent to their lower ends.

ition to the rods 24 I may employ upper fas-
tening members or rods 25, which are insert-

~ed' through apertures 25’ in the top piece of

y o s
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- 45-the outer wall of the side pieces and adapted

the coop and project downwardly and rear-
wardly at an angle cross the inner wall of the
a1de pieces and project through apertures 26/

formed in the back piece above the lower rod,

thereby firmly securing the side pieces in po- -
sitlon. - '

~ ‘Tnstead of the fastening rods 24 and 25

for holding the side pieces 1n position, I may,

if desired, employ movable fastening mem-
bers 1n the form of catches 26 consisting of
substantially triangular plates pivoted upon

to be turned to bring one end of the same

~ through alined slots 27 formed in the right

-
g - or coop shown in the last figures of the draw-
1ngs may be closed by a wire netting door 28,

60

85

angularly-bent flanges of the side pieces and

‘the adjacent ‘portions of the front, top and.-
back sections of the coop, thus securely lock-
The inner ends of
“the catches 26 are preferably bent outwardly
- to form grips by means of which the catches

ing said parts together.

ma'fr’be operated. - -
The upper portion of the front of the box

which is hinged or loosely connected to the
forward edge of the top section or roof, as
shown at -29. _' o o '

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,

- the construction and operation of the inven-
- tion will be readily understood without re-

quiring a more extended explanation.

In ad-

and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the

‘principle or sacrificing any of the advantages '
of this invention; as defined by the appended ¢¢—

claims. - o
Having thus desceribed my invention, what

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

F

ters-Patent; is:— |
1. A coop of the type described embody-
ing side and end walls, a pair of said walls

o

bemg movable one relative to-the other, one -

of the movable walls having inwardly folded,

other being _ _
out-turned edge flanges desi
locking engagement with said U -shaped

Manges to form an interlocking joint connee-

tion for preventing movement of the mov-
able wall in one direction, and means inde-
pendent of said flanges for fixing the rela-
tively movable wall against movement in the

| substantially U-shaped edge flanges and the
frovided with right-angularly
ened for inter-

70

75

~opposite divection and to hold the flanges

in interlocking engagement.

2: A coop of the tfrpe described embody-
ing side and end walls, a pair of said walls
being movable one relative to the other, one

80

of the movable walls having inwardly folded,

| substamntially U-shaped edge flanges and the

other being grovi ed with right-angularly
out-turned ' edge flanges designed for inter-
locking engagement with the first-named

flanges to prevent movement of the movable

wall in one direction, and movable members
independent of said flanges for fixing the

| relatively movable wall against movement in

the opposite direction and to hold the flanges
m mterlocking engagement.

3. A coop of the type described ,coﬁlpris-_

ing end walls having right-angularly out-
turned edge flanges, side walls having in-
wardly folded, substantially U-shapediedge

&9

80

95

flanges designed for interlocking engagement
with the first-named flanges to form an inter- -

locking connection between the walls and

prevent relative movement thereof in one
- direction, removable rods extended through

the side walls in rear of the end walls for fix-

g the latter against movement in the other

direction and to hold the flanges in engage-

ment, inturned flanges formed on the lower

edges of a pair of said walls, a base or bottom
]Pliece arranged to rest on said- inturned

anges, and means for loosely pivoting the
edges of the base piece to the lower edges
of the side and end walls, thus adapting the
parts to foid one upon another. o

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses. | L .
MILTON C. FRITS.
Witnesses: | |

A.J. Rerp,
H. K. Jackson.,
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