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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that we, ALEXANDER M. MOY-
LaN and SeaB T. Tracy, citizens of the
United States, residing at Century, in the

county of Escambia and State of Florida,

- have invented certain new and useful Im-

1o

15

20

provements in Means for Sealing Envelops

~and Affixing Stamgs Thereto, of which the
following 1s a specification. | |

This invention relates broadly to the class
of label affixing machines, and more specific-

ally in its present embodiment and adapta-

tion to machines for sealing and stamping
envelops. - _
The primary object of our invention 1s an

envelop sealing and stamping machine capa-

ble of using stamps in the sheet form In

which they are now supplied by the Post |

Office Department, and thereby possessing
material advantages over that class of stamp-
ing machines which are so constructed that
they can only operate upon stamps arranged

~1n g roll. |

25

A further object of the invention is a ma-
chine of this character which 1s so con-
structed, and the parts of which are so ar-

- ranged that the machine may be commer-

30

35

cialTy valuable and used as an important
office adjunct for the sealing and stamping ox
mail matter. . | | '

- A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide broadly a machine which may be fed
with ‘a stack of envelops and with a sheet of
stamps as they come from the Government

officials, perforated and gummed, and which .

will, by automatic means, sever a strip of

 stamps from the sheet, feed such strip for-

wardly with an intermittent motion, sever
one stamp after another at the proper time,
and convey said stamp to the affixing point
and moisten it in its travel, and at thé same

- time convey one envelop after another to the

45

said affixing point, moisten the flap and seal

‘it in its travel and then finally affix the stamp

to the sealed envelop and deposit.the sealed
and stamped envelop in any desired recep-
tacle ready to be deposited in the mails.
With these main objeets in view and with
other objects that will be herematter set

50 forth, the invention consists In certain con-

55

structions, arrangements and combinations
of the parts which we shall now specifically
describe and then-point' out the novel fea-

tures, combinations and sub-combinations |
~|'from the bed so as to form a passage or con-

thereof in the appended claims. - -

For a full understanding of the im{e'ntiéﬁ

and the merits thereof and also to acquire a

knowledge of the details of construction of

the means for effecting the result, reference

is to be had to the following description and g

accompanying drawings, in which: .
Figure 1 is a front elevation of an embodi-

‘ment of the invention; Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation thereof; Fig. 3 is a top plan view, the

knives and other portions of the machine g5
above the bed of the feed table being omitted.
Fig. 4 is a similar view with the feed table en-
tirely removed or omitted; Fig. 5 is a detail
sectional view, the section being taken ap-
proximately on the line 5—5 of Fig. 3; F1g. 6 7
s a similar view, the ‘section being taken
substantially on the line 6—6 of Fig. 3, but
with parts shown in Fig. 6 that are omitted
in Fig. 3; Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view of
the strip feeder, a portion thereof being 75
broken away; Fig. 8 is a detail sectiona
view, with parts mn side elevation, of the
suction bellows which is used in the present
instance as a mechanical expedient to main-
tain a constant suction for the envelop and go
stamp conveyers; Fig. 9 is a detail sectional
view on the line 9—9 of Fig. 3; Fig. 10 1s a
side elevation, partly broken away of the
stamp' conveyer; Fig. 11 is a fragmentary
sectional view of the envelop conveyer; and, s;
Fig. 12 is a detail perspective view of a por-
tion of one of the hollow shafts or axes upon
which the conveyers are revolubly mounted.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated go
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.. S

The framework of our machine may be of
any desired design and construction so long
as it subserves its purpose as a support for g5
the various mechanisms and parts thereof,
and it is preferably composed of two mam
side castings provided with suitable brackets
for the support of the different elements. .

The feed mechanism for the stamps com- 100
prehends a feed table, the bed 1 of which is
mounted at the upper end of the framework
in a horizontal plane and which is formed
with a series of transversely extending slots
2. a longitudinal cutter slot 3, and a longitu- 105
dinal channel 4 to one side of and parallel
with the cutter slot 3, and a-lid or cover 5
may be hinged to fold down over the bed,

said cover being flat like the bed and bemng

held in closed position and slightly elevated 110

iracted chamber over which the sheet of
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- 12 1s to raise and lower t
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stamps is intended to slide. The cover 5 is |

preferably fornfed with grooves 5@ adapted

- to register with the slots 2 when the cover is

1n c¢losed position.

~ As will be seen by reference to Fig. 9, the |

cover 5 in closed position terminates flush
with the cutter slot 3, and beyond said slot and
the opposite side edge of the table said table
is provided with a stationary plate 6 spaced
from the bed and adapted to form therewith
a longitudinally extending passage for a strip
of stamps after it has been

entire sﬁee.t.

In order to feed the sheet over the surface
of the table bed 1, we provide a series of up-
right rubber feeders 7 mounted to travel in
the respective slots 2 and each of which is
provided with a short spur 8 at its upper end
adapted to so engage the sheet of stamps as
to 1mpart a positive movement thereto.

These feeders 7 are mounted upon a feed

rack 9 which is formed, as best seen in Figs.
1 and 6 with depending arms 10 having
shightly rounded, horizontally extending por-
tions 11 arranged for sliding movement in
correspondingly shaped 'so'cﬁets formed in
the levers 12. These levers are mounted to
rock slightly in a vertical plane and are
swung by their outer ends from hangers 13
depending from the upper portion of the
framework. The inner ends of the levers 14
are jointed together, and one of said levers is
provided with a depending arm 15 carrying
rollers operatively engaged by a cam 16 on
the shaft 17. The sole purpose of the levers

Eé feed rack 9 so that
the feeders 7 may be brought into operative
engagement with the sheet of stamps laid on

‘the table. In order to actually feed the

sheet, the rack 9 is mounted for sliding move-
ment. In a transverse direction upon the le-

- vers 12 which form a support therefor, and

45

convenient cross bar of

to effect this sliding movement to feed the
sheet, we have provided a bar 18 which is

secured at one end to the rack and is plv-

otally mounted at its other end upon some

_ the framework. This
bar 18 is provided with a roller 19 ss indi-

. cated in dotted lines in"Fig. 6, said roller 19

20

_ of the feed rack 9

55

60

65

‘working in g curved
of the cam disk 20

%::'oove in the periphery
at 1s mounted on the

shaft 17 close to the cam 16 The rear end

hangers 222 depending from the bed 1 of the
feed table, so as to provide uiding means
for the feed rack which wil% P

move both vertically and horizontally. As
the shaft 17 turns, it is to be understood that
the levers 12 will be rocked to carry the feed
rack 9 upwardly and will hold said rack at
the upper limit of its movement with the

feeders 7 in engagement with the sheet of |
stamps, --While_ the continued movement of ,

severed from the

this connection between the knife bar

forwardly. In this

“against the underside of

_ 1s slotted as indicated at 21
and 1s supported at its slotted end by means |
of pins 22 suspended from vertically slotted

ermit it to

ed to revolve on the

887,820

said shaft will effect the lateral shifting of the
rack by means of the cam 20 so as to move

“all of the feeders within their slots and CAITY

the sheet along the table until one strip of
stamps shall have projected over beyond the

first line of perforations resting immediately
above the cutter slit 3.
the shaft 17 in its rotation is to lower the
feed rack 9 and move it back to its initial po-
sition ready to feed the sheet to the right
again, when the proper time arrives. _
In order to sever a strip of stamps from the

pend from the feed rack 9 and said hangers
are connected by upwardly extending piv-
oted links
knife bar 25 guided in suitable ways in the
sides of the feed table and adapted to move
downwardly within the cutter slot 3. By
and
the feed rack 9, as the latter is lowered after
1t has fed the strip across or beyond the slot
3, 1t will pull the knife bar downwardly and

" 70
channel underneath the plate 6 with the

The next action of

g

! 1

sheet when the sheet has been thus fed over -
the bed 1 of the feed table, hangers 23 e-

30

24 to the vertically reciprocating

90

sever a strip from the sheet, the strip resting

underneath the plate 6, in position to be fed

ormed with a cutting edge producing a se-
ries of V-shaped cutters, and the arrange-
ment 1s such that the points
will enter first at a
stamp along the line o
outwardly towards both corners of the
stamp, the aggregate of cutters thus severing
the entire strip. The strip is next fed for.
wardly along the feed tab

le at right angles
to the movement of the entire sheet, by

means of a strip feeding rack 27 which car-
ries a series of upwardly extending strip
feeders 28 projecting into the channel
provided with spurs 282

oint midway of the

adapted to impinge

end of the StI-'iP feeding rack 27 is formed
with a slot, as indicated at 29 and is gulded

of a pin 30 received in said slot. The rack
27 1s provided at one side and preferably at
about its middle with a
be engaged by a lifting cam 32 which is
mounted on the shaft 33. Thus the rack 27
1s raised and lowered into and out of opera-
tive contact with the severed
and in order to move the

strip of st-am?
rack forward

pivoted-arm 34 formed-at its extremity with

| @ downwardly facing hook 35 adaptec to be
engaged by a pin 36 projecting from one side
of

the stamp conveyer 37 hereinafter

_ Spe-
cifically referred to.

Thisconveyer is mount-
shaft 38, and as it re-
volves, its pin 36 will engage the hook 35

the strip. Therear

roller 31 adapted to

S
y
while it is held in raised position by the cam
32, sald rack is provided with a forwardly

connection it is to be
articularly noted that the knife bar 95 1S

of these cutters .

perforations and cut

100

10&

4 and

110

1n its back and forth movements by means

115

120

and pull the feed rack 27 forwardly until the 130



| strip

. cutter.
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shall have been moved far enough to
project the stamp beyond the slip forming
~ As the cam disk 32 continues to ro-
tate and finally permits the rack 27 to lower,

the arm 34, with its projection 39, descends
upon the stationary trip pin 40 when the arm

34 comes into contact with said pin. While

the rack is lowering, the pin 40 swings the
arm 34 relatively upward, thereby causing
the disengagement of the hook 35 from .the

pin 36, at the same time the roller 41 on the

cam disk 32 will engage the depending

bracket 42 formed on the rack, and thereby

16

20

return the rack to its initial position.
'In the forward movement of the rack 27,

an arm 43 carried thereby and projecting for-

wardly therefrom 1s brought mto engage-

‘ment with a lug 44 projecting from the

spring retracted slip forming cutter 45
mounted to reciprocate. vertically and de-
signed to sever one stamp at a time as 1t 1s

depressed by the arm 43.

20

The severed stamp is at once received upon

a pad 46, preferably of rubber, which 1s

mounted in the periphery of the stamp con-
veyer 37 preferably in a slightly projecting
or raised position, said pad being {]ormed
with ports 47 (four in number, in the present
instance), said ports communicating with a

chamber at the outer end of a radialiy ex-

tending air passage 48 In the conveyer 37.

The stamp will be caused to adhere to this

 pad 46 by suction, the specific means to es-

tablish the suction being hereinafter de-.

35

40
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scribed, and as ‘it is carried around on the

_Eer-iphery of the conveyer cylinder 37, 1t will

ave its gummed side wiped past a moisten-

ing roller 49 supplied from a moistening res-

ervoir 50. The stamp is finally brought, n

the rotation of the conveyer cylinder 37 to

the_affixing point which, in the present in-
stance is at the lower limit of movement of the
pad 46 in-its revolution and where it 1s pre-
sented to the face of the envelop. |

Having thus described the feeding of the

sheet of stamps over the feed table, the op-

eration of severing a strip of stamps from the

~‘sheet, the operation of feeding the strip for-

o0
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wardly and severing a stamp from 1t, and the

adhesion of the severed stamp to the rotary
conveyer 37, we shall now describe the mech-
anisms for sealing the envelops or the like
packages, and the feeding of the envelops to

“the'stamp affixing point and the operation of
5 affixing the stamp to the envelop.

The envelops are set edgewise in the stack-

ing box 51 with their open flaps facing a pair

of spiked lifting devices 52 that are secured
to a rearwardly facing moistener 53 adapted

to reciprocate vertically and provided with a

reservoir 54. In order to raise the moistener
and envelop lifters 52, we have provided a

pair of rearwardly facing racks 55 meshing

with segment gears 56 on the shaft 57. As

the shaft 57 rotates, the spiked lifters 52 will | and upper and .

of exhaust or suction

| be carried upwaidly.uﬁderneath the flap and -

lift the envelop at its ends. The moistener
53 is just below the ends of the spiked hifters
52 and as the lifters and moisteners rise to-
gether with the envelop carried by the lifters,
the flap will be pressed outwardly by means
of a guard 51% against the moistener which
latter will effectually wet the gummed edge
of the flap. As the moistener and lfters
reach the upper limit of their movement, the
upper edge of the envelop is caught by means
of aroller 58 on the shaft 57 and a companion

roller 59 on the shaft 60, the segments 56 at

3

70

79

this time becoming disengaged from the racks

and permitting the lifters and moistener to
drop down for subsequent action. It isto be
noted that the rollers 58 and 59 press the
moistened flap to the back of the envelop and
effect the se:ﬁing of the latter, and they are
of a width to fit between the spiked lifters 52
and hence they interfere in no wise with the
action of said lifters. |

61 designates the envelop conveyer which
is in the form of a revoluble cylinder mounted
upon the shaft 62. This cylinder is provided
with diametrically opposite air passages 63

which communicate with the periphery of the -

cylinder and through which air is adapted to
be drawn so as to cause the adhesion of the
envelop to the peri]Thery of the cvlinder. In

order that the envelop may not adhere to the

cylinder until the lower edge of the envelop
shall have just passed out from between the
rollers 58 and 59, we provide the periphery
of the cylinder with raised portions or guards
64 at its ends, in registry with the two pairs
passages 63, these
guards providing shoulders at their extremi-
ties contiguous to the passages, and hence

not only holding the envelop away from the

end of the passages and preventing any ad-
hesive action from taking place, until the
proper time, but also insuring the proper

| alinement of the envelop on the periphery of

the cylinder, by their abruptly ending shoul-
ders, clearly illustrated in the drawings. As
the envelop is carried upwardly on the cylin-
der conveyer 61, it passes under curved

cuides 65 and its upper right hand corner
meets the stamp as the latter is carried down-

wardly towards it by the oppositely rotating

80

&5

90

95

100

105

110

115

stamp conveyer 37. The peripheries of the '

two cylinders 37 and 61 are in such proximity
that the stamp will be firmly pressed against
the face of the envelop and caused to adhere

| thereto and the then stamped envelop will

120

be carried rearwardly and deflected by -

curved guards 66 into any suitable receptacle.
In the present instance the mechanism for
maintaining a suction in a central direction

125

from the passages 63 and 48 comprises a Suc- ;. .

tion bellows 67, which, as best seen 1n Fig. 8, -

embodies a middle stationary section se- -
cured in suitable brackets in the framework

ower bellows sections 68, 69. 130
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. framework, and a link or

- 10

15

20

&

1s adapted for vertically reciprocating move-

ment, so as to alternately compress and ex-

pand the sections. Said yoke is connected at
its upper end to a lever 71 fulcrumed in the
pitman 72 is con-
nected at one end to said lever and is pro-
vided at its other end with a strap encire Ing
the eccentric 73 on the shaft 33. The bel
lows 67 is provided with two sets of check
valves 74, with a regulating valve 75, and
with an exhaust pipe 76 which is connected

by means of a branch 77 to both of the shafts

38 and 62. These shafts are sufficiently hol-
low to communicate with the inner ends of

the passages 63 and the passage 48, and each .
{)ortions *

of said shafts is formed with solid
designated 622 and 38, respectively, said
solid portions acting as cut-offs of the pas-
sages 63 and 48 when the latter face each
other. Hence, it will be understood that as

- S00n as air 1s'automatically cut-off the stamp

2
Abp |

30

35

40

“means may be employed for this

s presented to the face of the envelop, so as
to release the same and envelop and permit
the stamped envelop to slide outwardly under
the guards 66. Reference is to be had to
Figs. 10, 11 and 12 for the specific construc-
tion of cut-off that may be emploved.

The practical operation of the various
mechanisms and their correlatéd movement
having been hereinbefore set forth in detail in
connection with the details of description of
structural features, we deem it unnecessary

to further set forth the operation, except in a

general way, after having first now described
the gearing which is used in the present 1n-
stance to 1mpart motion to the various parts.

The main shaft of the machine is the shaft
33 which may be provided with a crank A to
turn 1t, although 1t is obvious that any other
purpose.
On the drive shaft 33 is fixed a tappet wheel
B provided with one tooth adapted to

- successlvely engage with the teeth in the

45

-89

55

will be turned ten times to

notched disk C on the shaft 11. As there are

ordinarily at the present time, ten stamps 1n

a strip, considered lengthwise, there are ten
teeth or notches in the disk C to the one tooth
on the tappet wheel B, so that the shaft 33
feed one stamp
after another from the strip to the slip form-
ing knife, before the shaft shall have made
one complete revolution to shift the sheet
quickly to the right and sever another strip.
There is also on the drive shaft 33 a muti-

- lated gear wheel D which meshes with.a simi-

lar gear wheel E on the shaft 38.. To drive

- the latter, there is also a spur wheel F which

G0

meshes with a similar gear wheel ' G on the
shaft 62. These two gear wheels are so pro-

~ portioned that the stamp conveyer will make

two revolutions to one revolution of the en-
velop conveyer cylinder 61, it being noted
that the latter cylinder is formed with two
sets of suction passages to one of the former.

b

il
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A yoke 70 encircles said bellows sections and | There is also on the shaft 62 outside of the

framework a spur ge ~ wheel. H which |
meshes with a relatively smaller wheel I on
the shaft 60 of one of the sealing rollers (59),
and said shaft 60 carries a pinion which =0
meshes with a similar pinion on the shaft 57
80 as to drive the other sealing roller 58. As
has been before stated, the segment gears 56
that are adapted to effect the Lifting of one
envelop after another out of the rack or stack

| 79
o1 are mounted on the shaft 57. Briefly con-

sidered, therefore, it will be seen that when
one sheet of stamps is placed

gummed side
up, on the bed 1 of the feed table and the
cover o swung down, a tu.ning of the crank
A to shift the sheet to the right, will then
cut-ofl a strip of stamps from the sheet and
feed them one at a time to the slip forming
kmfe, which latter will snip off a stamp and
the:severed stamp will be carried around to
the affixing point, while at the same time the
envelop 1s being caught up from the rack 51,
its flap is being moistened and it is being con-
veyed forwardly to the same point where the
stamp will be affixed to the face of the en-
velop and the operation completed by de-
posliting the envelop into any desired recep-
tacle.

80

8o

90

. From the foregoing description in connec-

tion with the accompanying drawings, it is
manifest that we have provided a very com-
prehensive and efficient machine of this char-
acter which will operate automatically and
carry out the entire operation of sealing en-
velops and the like and affixing stamps to the 199

95

| sheets just as they are at present supplied

from the Post Office, and it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to a-
sheet of stamps ten by ten, or five by five, or to
any particular number of stamps, the present 195
embodiment of the invention being illus-
trated for sheets of these sizes, merely be-
cause at the present time,; the Government -
officials print the stamps on sheets of this
character. - ..
While we bave referred throughout the
specification to our invention as improve-
ments In means for sealing and stamping
letters, it is to-be understood that the mnven-
tion is equally applicable for use as a slip or 115
label affixer, and in the following claims, we
desire it understood, that wherever the words
" or ‘“envelop’” occur, such terms °
are to be construed as comprehending slips
and labels and any articles to which such 120

110

slips or labels are to be applied. B

Having thus described the invention, what

1s claimed as new is:

1. In a machine of the .chafa,cter described,

the combination of a feed table adapted to 125

support a sheet of stamps, a rack secured
underneath said table and provided v :h s
series of upwardly extending feeders pro-
jecting through the table and adapted to en-
gage with a sheet of stamps, means for rais- 130



from the strip, and means for aflixing the sev-
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ing the rack into engagement with the sheet, | underneath the table and nrovided with

for shifting 1t in one direction in raised posi-
tion, for lowering the rack and then returning
it in lowered position, means actuated by the
rack in its lowered movement to sever a strip
from the sheet, means for severing a stamp

ered stamp to an envelop. -

2. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a feed table adapted to
support a sheet of stamps; a rack operating
underneath the. table and provided with
feeders projecting underneath the table and

-adapted to engage the sheet, means for rais-

ing the rack, shifting the rack in raised posi-
tion in one direction, lowering the rack and
moving it backwardly in . lowered position,
the table being provided with a cutter slot, a
knife adapted to work 1n said slot, pivcted
links connecting the rack with the knife

whereby the knife will be depressed when the !

rack 1s lowered so as to sever a strip from the
sheet, means for feeding the strip intermait-
tently, means for severing a stamp from the
strip, and means for aflixing the stamp to an

envelop. - . -
- 3. In amachine of the character described,

the combination: of a feed table provided

with a bed formed with a series of slots and a
cutter slot extending at Tight angles to the
series of slots, a rack operating underneath

‘the bed and provided with a series of upright

feeders working in said slots, said feeders be-
ing formed in their upper extremities with a
spur adapted to engage a sheet of stamps laid

~on the bed, a knife adapted to operate in the
cutter slot, means for shifting the rack to-
wards the cutter slot in a raised position and -

~for lowering it. and returning it in a lowered

40
45
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position, an operative connection between
the knife and the rack whereby the lowering
of the rack will effect the depression of the
knife to sever a strip from the sheet, means
for mmtermittently feeding the strip over the
bed in a direction at right angles to the direc-
tion of movement of the sheet, means for

‘severing a stamp from the strip, and means
for afhixing the severed stamp to an envelop.

4. In a machine of the character described;
the combination of a feed table adapted to.
support a sheet of stamps, a rack mounted

underneath: the table and provided with
feeders adapted to project through the table

into engagement with the sheet, levers sus-

pended from the table and adapted to rock mn
a vertical plane, the rack being slidingly sup-
ported by said levers, means for automatic-
ally raising and lowering said levers, means

for shifting the rack on the levers, means for-

severing a strip from the sheet, means for
severing stamps from the strip, and means

for affixing the severed stamp to an envelop.
5. In a machine of the character described,

the combination of a feed table adapted to

‘support a sheet of stamps, a rack mounted

feeders projecting through the table and

-3

adapted to engage the sheet, levers suspend--
ed at their outer ends from the table and ex- -

tending towards each other and having a
jointed connection, the rack beimng slidingly
supported on said levers, one of said levers

“being provided with a depending arm, a.cam

adapted to engage said arm and to raise and
lower the levers, a pivoted bar connected to
the rack, a cam with which said bar engages,
sald cam being adapted to shift the rack lat-
erally, means for actuating said cams, means
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for severing a strip from the sheet, means for

severing the stamps from the strip and means
for afixing the severed stamp to an envelop.

80

6. In a machine of the character described,

the combination of a feed table adapted to
support a sheet of stamps, means for feeding
the sheet across the table, means for severing

85

a strip ‘from the sheet, means for intermit- -

tently feeding the severed strip over the ta-

ble, means for intermittently severing the

stamps from the strip, an operative connec-
tion between the severing device and the

strip feeding mechanism, whereby the latter
will actuate the former, and means for affix--

ing the stamps to envelops.

90

7. In a machine of the character described,

the combinationof a feed table adapted to
support a strip of stamps and formed with a

95

channel, a rack mounted underneath the

table and, provided with feeders projecting
upwardly into the channel and adapted to
engage the strip, a knife mounted at one end
of the table, meansfor reciprocating the rack,
an arm carried by the rack and proﬂecting
forwardly therefrom, the knife being formed
with a lug arranged for engagement and
adapted to be depressed by said arm, where-

by to sever a stamp from the strip, and

means for affixing the severed stamp to an

envelop. - -

8. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a feed table adapted to
support a strip of stamps, a rack mounted
underneath said table, a cam adapted to en-
gage said rack and raise it into_enga%ement
with the strip, a hooked arm pivotally con-

nected to said rack, revoluble means pro-
vided with a pin adapted to engage said hook

in its revolution and pull the rack forwardly,

means for automatically releasing the arm

from the pin, means for permitting the rack
to lower, means whereby the said cam will
return the rack to its original position, means
for severing a stamp from the strip, and
means for affixing the severed stamp to an

envelop. R y
9. In a machine of the character described,

g
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the combination of a feed table adapted to

support a strip of stamps, a feed rack operat-

ing underneath the table and adapted to en-

gage the strip to move 1t forwardly, an arm.

pivotally connected to said ;ack‘ and pro-

13:
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vided at its extremity with a hook, and in- |

~ termediate of its ends with a downwardly

(i |
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support a sheet of sta;mlps,
e?

5 the strip, and means for a
- to envelops. o

facing caim, a revoluble. element provided
‘'with a pin adapted for engagement with said

hook to pull the rack forwardly, means for
raising the rack preparatory to the forward
movement, and permitting the rack to lower
and for returning the rack, a stationary pin
adapted to engage the cam of said pivoted

arm whereby to release the hook from therev-

oluble element preparatory to the lowering
movement of the rack, means for severing a
stamp from the strip, and means for affixing
the severed stamp to the envelop. '

'10. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a feed table adapted to

means for feeding
the sheet across the tab

ate the former, means for intermittently
feeding a severed strip over the table, means
for intermittently severing the stamps from
Tixing the stamps

L

~11. In a machine of the character déScribéd,

the combination of a feed table adapted to

support a sheet of stamps, means for feeding

the sheet across the table, a knife bar adapted

~ tosever a strip from the sheet, an operative

connection between the knife bar and the

. sheet, feeding means whereby the latter will

e
ot

40

actuate the former, means for intermittently

5 teeding the severed strip over -the table,

means for intermittently severing the stamps
from the strip, an operative connection be-

tween the severing device and the strip feed-
Ing mechanism, whereby the latter will actu-

ate the former, and means for affixing the
stamps to envelops. _

- 12. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a feed table adapted to
support a sheet of stamps, a rack mounted

5 underneath the table and provided with a

series of upwardly extending feeders project-
Ing through the table and adapted to engage

with a sheet of stamps, means for raising the
- rack into engagement with the sheet for

shifting it in one direction in raised position,
and for lowering the rack and then returning
1t in lowered position, means actuated by the
rack for severing a strip from the sheet,

‘means for severing a stamp from the strip,

and means for affixing the severed stamp to
an envelop. | |
13." In a machine of the character described,

~the combination of a feed table adapted to

GO

support a sheet of stamps, a rack mounted |

underneath the table and provided with

feeders adapted to project through the table

into engagement with the sheet, levers sus-
pended at one end from the table and having

'8 Jointed connection. at their other end, the |
65 levers being adapted to rock in a vertical |

. ) -
. Nl

ra

a knife bar for sev- |
ering a strip from the sheet, an operative con-
nection between the knife bar and the sheet
feeding means, whereby the latter will actu-

887,829

Elane and the rack being slidingly supported
y sald levers, means connected to one of said

levers for automatically raising and lowering

the same, means for shifting the rack on the
levers, means for severing stamps from the
strip, and means for afhxing the severed
stamps to an envelop.

14. In a machine of the character described,

the combination of a feed table adapted to
support-a strip of stamps, a strip feeding rack

operating underneath the table and adapted
to engage the strip to move it forwardly, the
rack being formed with a depending bracket,
an arm pirvotally connected to said rack and

provided at its extremity with a hook and in-

termediate of its ends with a downwardly
facing cam, a revoluble element.provided
with a pin designed for engagement with said

hook to pull the rack forwardly, a cam de-
signed to raise the rack preparatory to the

forward movement and permitting the rack

to lower, said cam being provided with
‘means for engaging the bracket of the rack,

whereby to return the rack to its original
position, a stationary pin adapted to engage

| the cam of sald pivoted arm, whereby to re-

lease the hook from the revoluble element
preparatory to the lowering movement of the

rack, means for severing a stamp from the

strip, and means for affixing the severed
stamp to an envelop.
15. In a machine of the character described,

the combination of a feed table adapted to

support a sheet of stamps, means for feeding

‘the sheet across the table, means for severing
a strip from the sheet, a rack operating un-

derneath the table and arranged to inter-
mittently feed the severed strip over the
table, a spring retracted knife designed to
sever the stamps from the strip, the rack be-

| ing provided with means for engaging the

knife during one movement of the rack,
whereby to lower the knife into engagement
with the strip and sever a stamp therefrom,
and means for affixing the severed stamp to
an envelop. D

16. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of an envelop feeder and
moistener embodying spike lifters adapted to
extend under the flap of an envelop, racks
movable with said feeder and moistener, seg-
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mental gears meshing with said racks and de-

signed to raise the lifter and moistener,
i means for pressing the flap to the moistener,

means for sealing the envelop, means for car-

rying the envelop to an affixing (foint, means

for carrying the stamp to said

means for moistening the stamp in its travel.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

- tures 1n presence of two witnesses.

~ ALEXANDER M. MOYLAN. [n.s.]
SEAB T. TRACY. s
Witnesses: | |
~ GEeENIE HURREY,
E. M. McBREARTY.
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