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To all whom 2t may concern:

Be it known that I, Joan B. TIMBERLAKE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Suspended Plaque-
Holders, of which the following is a specitica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawing. :

This invention relates to suspended hold-
ers for plaques, plates, and the like, of that
type in which there is employed a bifurcated
hanger that is adapted to engage with the
lower edge of the plaque, a suspension chain
and an adjustable hook carried by the chain
for engaging with the upper edge of the
plaque. Such plaque holders as heretofore
made have had a single adjustable hook car-

ried by the chain, and as 1t sometimes hap-

pens that the chain rocks or vibrates relative
t6 the bifurcated hanger and the plaque, car-
rying therewith the upper plaque-engaging

- hook, such. hook is carried so far to one side
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of the line of syspension of the plaque that
the latter is insecurely held and liable to be-
come detached from the holder. _

The invention has for one of its objects to
overcome this objection, and this 1s accom-
plished by making the adjustable plaque-
encaging element of the holder with widely
separated engaging points or arms so that 1t
will be practically impossible to swing the
plaque-engaging element so far to one sice as
to carry both its engaging points or arms en-
tirely to one side of a,%ine‘ passing downward
midway between the supports of the lower
hanger on which the plaque rests.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a locking or holding means for retaining
the two parts of the holder which engage re-
spectively with the opposite edges of the
plaque from separating after they have been
adjusted to proper engaging and holding
positions.

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 1s
a, perspective view of a holder embodymg my
invention. Fig. 2 is an elevation showing
the chain or suspension means and the upper
plaque-engaging element rocked relative to
the lower hanger, the said upper element be-
ing somewhat ditferent in construction from
the one illustrated in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1s a side
elevation. _

In the accompanying drawings A repre-
sents the plaque. Its lower edge 1s support-
ed in the hooks 2 formed at the%ower ends of

the diverging arms 3 of a bifurcated support
or hanger. Such support is preferably
formed of a single piece of wire twisted to-
cether above the junction of the arms 3 and
having at its upper end a loop 4. The sus-
pension means for the hanger, in the draw-
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ings represented as being a cham 5, pass

through the ring or loop 4. To the lower
end of the chain is secured the upper, ad-
justable, plaque-engaging element or mem-
ber of the hanger. This part of the holder 1s
bifurcated, having two diverging arms 6, 6,
that are formed at their ends with hooks 7
adapted to engage with the upper edge of
the plaque. The middle portion of the up-
per plaque-engaging part of the holder 1s
formed with a loop 8, with which the end of
the chaln engages.

9 indicates a ring also supported in the loop
S of the upper plaque-engaging part, and
through which the upward extending por-
tion of the chain is passed and through which
it is free to move. This ring serves to hold
the two parts of the doubled portion of the
chain in close relation to each other, as mndi-
cated in the drawings.

10 represents a hook connected with that
end of the chain to which the upper plaque-
engaging part of the holder is attached, for
convenience being connected with the ring
9. The purpose of the hook is to maintain
the several parts of the holder under proper
tension after they have been applied to a
plaque or other article that is to be suspend-
ed, and this is secured by causing the hook
to engage with one of the links of that strand
of the chain that carries the suspension ring
or loop, as indicated in the drawings, with
the result that the chain is maintained under
tension, after it has been drawn taut, and so
as to bring the upper and lower plaque-
engaging elements properly into engaging
positions, so that should the plaque itself be
orasped and lifted, without at the same time
holding taut the free end of the chain, the
parts will not move so as to permit a sepa-
ration of the two parts that engage respec-
tively with the opposite edges of the plaque,
and thereby permit the latter to be released.

I have hereinbefore stated that the chain
and the parts carried thereby sometimes
rock or turn relative to the lower hanger
member of the holder in which the plaque
rests and by which it is suspended, and this
condition of affairs is represented in KFig. 2.
It will be seen, however, that with a holder
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2.

such as I have invented and herein illus-

trated there 1s no danger of the plaque be-
coming unsupported or disengaged from the
holder, because of the wide separation of the
two bearing hooks that engage with the up-
per edge of the plaque. The cham will

never swing so tar to one side relative to the
lower hanger as to carry both hooks entirely

to one side of a line passing through the loop
4 and downward midway between the hooks
2 of the lower hanger; and unless this rela-
tion of parts obtains there is no danger of the
plaque being unsupported by reason of the
relative vibration of the lower hanger and its
suspending means. When the hanger 1s pro-
vided with means, such as the hook 10 or its
equivalent, for securing the adjustable mem-
ber of the holder in position it 1s practicable
and even advantageous to construct the di-
verging arms ot the latter so that they act as

springs to hold the hooks 7 into firm engage~

ment with the plaque. This may be accom-
plished by shaping the wire of which each
arm 6 1s formed with a coil 11. _

By constructing the upper plaque-engag-
1ing element of the hanger as shown, that 1s
of wire or other elastic material shaped to
have the diverging arms 6 carrying the
widely separated heoks 7, I insure its being
elastic, so that, when the cham is drawn
tight between the two elements of the hanger,
the latter shall be held 1n engagement with
the pla,flue or other article by spring pres-
sure.
the arms, I prefer to shape them as shown In
Ig. 2, that 1s with the coils 11.

What I claim is: .

- 1. In a suspension holder for plaques, the
combination of a bifurcated hanger for en-
gaging the lower edge of the plaque, a sus-
pension chain looped through the said
hanger, an adjustable hooked device con-
nected with the lower end of the chain and
adapted to engage with the upper edge of the
plaque, and means for securing the adjust-
able member of the holder relative to the
hanger after the two parts have been caused
to properly engage with the opposite edges of
the plaque, substantially as set forth.

2. In a suspension holder for plaques, the
combination of a bifurcated hanger for en-
gaging with the lower edge of the plaque,
having at its upper end a loop, a suspension
chain passed through the said loop, a bifur-
cated adjustable part for engaging with the

n order to increase the elasticity of

\
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upper edge of the plaque, connected with the
lower end of the chain, a ring for holding in
close relation the two strands of the chain,

and a hook connected with the upper plaque-

engaging element of the holder and adapted
to be engaged with the chain, substantially
as set forth.

3. In a suspension holder for plaques and
the like, the combination of a pair of mem-
bers arranged to engage respectively with
the upper and the lower edges of the article
to be held, one of the elements having a pair
of diverging elastic arms arranged to engage
with the edge of the article at widely sepa-~
rated points, flexible means for uniting the
sald plaque-engaging elements and for put-
ting under tension said elastic arms and main-
tamming them under tension, and means for
suspending the plaque, connected with the
sald engaging elements, substantially as set
forth. .

4. In a suspension holder for plaques, a
lower hanger provided with a loop, a chain
passing through said loop, an upper adjust-
able member attached to one end of said
chain, a ring attached to the said end of said
chain and encircling the rear strand of said

hamn, and a hook also attached to the said
end of sald chain and adapted to engage the
rear strand of said chain, substantially as set
forth. -

5. In a suspension holder ror
lower hanger provided with a loop, a chain
passing through said loop, an upper adjust-
able member attached to one end of said
chain, a ring attached to the said end of said

plaques, a
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chain and encircling the rear strand of said

chain, and a hook attached to said ring and
adapted to engage the rear strand of said
chain, substantially as set forth.

6. In a suspension holder for plaques, a
lower hanger provided with a loop, a chain
passing through said loop, an upper adjust-
able member attached to one end of said
chain, and means of securing together in
ixed relation the strand of said chain on one
side of the said loop of the lower hanger to
the strand on the other side of said loop, sub-

stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signa-
ture 1 presence of two withesses.
| JOHN B. TIMBERLAKE.
Witnesses:
J. S. BARKER,
N. CurTis LLAMMOND.
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