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To all whom 1t may concern: __
Be 1t known that I, Jonx P. ITuxprrix, a
citizen of the United States, residinge at Glen-

coe, I the county of Gallatin and State of

Kentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Catchers,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanving draw-
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by the clerk.

My invention relates to improvements in

mail bag catching devices and more par-

ticularly to those used on mail cars for prek-
ing up mail bags at the different stations.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character which may be readily
set In an operative position to erab a sus-
pended bag and which, when it catches the
bag, will be automatically swung into the
mail car to bring the bag within convenient
reach of the mail clerk.

With the above and other objects in view,
the mvention consists of the novel features
of- construction and the combination and
arrangement of parts heremafter fully de-
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which

Kigure 1 1s a vertical section through the
door opening of a mail car, showing my 1m-
proved mail bag catcher therein; Fig. 2 is a
horizontal section taken on the plane indi-
cated by the line 2—2 in Iig. 1; and ig. 3
1s a detall vertical section taken on the planc

1ndicated by the line 3—3 in Fie. 1.

The invention is adapted to be arranged in
the door opening 1 of a mail car or the like
and may be mounted upon a support 2 of any
suttable form and construction. It com-
prises a suttable mail bage catehing device 3,
preferably in the form of a horizontally dis-
posed arm arranged on a vertical pivot or
shaft 4, the upper and lower reduced ends of
which are journaled for rotation in bearing

brackets 5, 6 preferably of angular form and

secured to the support 2 by means of screws
or other fastenings 7. The arm 3 is thus
mounted for swingine movement in a horl-

zontal plane so that it may be swung out of |

the door opening to project at richt angles to
the car or into the car so that the mail bag
caught by 1t may be conveniently removed
As above gtated, the arm or
device 3 may be of any suitable form and
construction and any suitable means may be
provided upon 1t for picking up a mail bag
suspended adjacent to the track. The arm

—

spring 8 connected at.one of its ends to a ra-
dially projecting arm 9 on the lower portion
of the pivot or shaft 4 and at its opposite end
to a lug or projection 10 upon the lower
racket or plate 6. The arms 3 and 9 are
relerably digposed m planes substantially
at right angles to each other so that when the
arm 3 swings mto the door opening 1, the
arnm 9 engages the bracket 6 and himits the
mward swingime movement of said arm 3.
The latter s adapte

to be locked or retained
in its operative positon, that is in a position
at right angles to the side of the car, by a
fatech 11 1n the form of a lever pivoted at 12
upon the upper bracket or plate 5 and having
its other end formed with an offset finger 13
and a stop shoulder 14, The latch lever 11
15 actuated m an upward direction by a suit-
able spring 14" and its free end projects
through and slides in a suitable slotted guide
15 depending from the upper bracket 5. The

free end of the lateh lever 11 is adapted to

co-act with a radially projecting lue 16 ar-
ranged upon the upper portion of the pivot
or shatlt 4.

In operation, the device is set by swinging
e arm 3 outwardly, at rieht angles to the
ile of the car, then lowering the free end of
he lateh 11 and swinging the projection or
ug 16 so that its mner face engages the
houlder 14 and its bottom face is engaged by
he finger 13 on said lateh.  When the parts
are 1n this posttion, as clearly shown in Ifig.
1, the lateh will retain the arm 3 in its op-
crative position.  When the latter picks up
the bag the impact of the bag is such that it
swings the arm 3 in a rearward direction a
distance suflicient to move the lug 15 out of
the path of the finger 13 so that the end of
the lateh lever 1s freed and its actuating
spring 14" will then elevate it and raise the
finger 13 above the plane of said lug 16.  As
soon as the impact of the striking bag s over-
come the arm 3 swings mto the car so that
the bag upon the latter is brought within
conventent reach of the mail clerk. Tt will
thus be seen that after the device is set 1t is
entirely automatic in its operation.

Llaving thus deseribed my invention what
I claim 1s:

1. In a maill bag eatcher, the combination
ol a catching device or arm having a vertical
pivot whereby it 1s mounted for horizontal
swinging movement into and out of a car, a
spring for actuating said arm inwardly, a pro-
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3 13 swung mwardly or retracted by a coll | jection upon the pivot of said arm, a pivoted
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lateh lever having a shouldered end to en- | lug upon said pivot, a pivoted latch lever 10
gage said projection and a spring for actuat- | having a shouldered end to engage sald lug,
ing sald latch lever. ‘and a spring for actuating said latch lever.

2. A mail bag catcher comprising a sup- In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
port, bearings thereon, a mail bag catching | signature in the presence of two witnesses.
arm having a vertical pivot arranged in said JOHN P. HENDRIX.
bearings, a radial arm- projecting from said Witnesses: -
pivot, a coil spring having one end fixed and JABE. M. ELLISTON,
its other end connected to said radial arm, a Sam’n C. Jongs.
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