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To all whom ¢ may concern.:
Be it known that I, CuarLeEs K. KENNEDTY,

- a citizen of the United States, residing in Hol-

brook, county of Norfolk, and State of Massa-
chusetts have mvented an Lmprovement n
Kmfe—II&ndles of which the following de-

| scrlptlon n connectlon with the accompany-
1ng drawing, 1s a specification, like letters on

~ the drawing representing like parts.
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This invention relates to knife handles of
adapted to sustain re-
movable knife blades. Knife handles of this
class are used very commonly by cutters who
are employed to cut into proper shape pieces
of leather or cloth for forming shoes and simi-
lar articles, because the bhde can be readily
removed from the handle when it is desired to
erind or sharpen 1t, or to replace a worn-out
one with a new one. Knife handles of this
class usually have a pair of clamping jaws
between which the knife blade is held, saxd
1aws being received within the handle, and
heretofore, so far as 1 am aware, it has been
customary to provide means at the back or
end of the handle for tightening the jaws.
In my improved knife handle I provide
means at the blade end of the handle for
tightening the clamping jaws, said means
bemO‘ constructed in such a way that the
jaws may be released or dmnped with great
facility.
-1 will first deseribe one embodiment of

- my invention, and then point out the novel
features thereof in the appended claims.
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clamping jaws 4.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a side view of

a knife handle embodwnﬂ iy mventron hav-
ing a blade secured therein; Fig. 2 is a plan
view of Fig. 1; Fig. 31s a lonﬂltuduml section
2: Flﬂ. 4 1s a side view
5 1s a side view
6 1s a side and
end view of the cla,mpmo jaws; If1g. 7 1s a sec-

tion through the ferrule.

The kmte blade 3 1s held between the
These jaws are shown as
pivoted t00 ether at their inner ends, as at 5,

and are each provided with the knife-receiv-
Ing groove 6, as shown in [ig.

tends the full length thereof. “FEach 1aw also
has the exterior shoulder 7 and the inclined
surface 8. The knife blade 3 when 1n place
1s received between the jaws, and the edges
thereot occupy the knife-receiving recesses 6,
as usual. The two jaws are pwoted tog ether
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| being mserted clear through the jaws and be-

Voml the pivotal pomnt thes eof, as shown In
Fig. 3, so that said knife blade can be set in
any adjusted position. The jaws are re-
cetved within a tubular member 9 and they
are clamped therein and also clamped against
the knife blade by means of a clamping fer-
rule 10.  The clamping ferrule has a tubular

body portion 11 of a size to fit over the end

of the tubular member 9, and said ferrule is
also provided with the extension 12 which 1s
shaped to it over the portion ol the jaws
having the melined surfaces 8. The clamp-
Ing Jaws are so constructed that when in posi-
tion the shoulders 7 thereof engage the end 13
of the tubular member, and satd member anl
the ferrule are so constructed that the two
may be moved longitudmally of each other,
thereby to clamp the jaws firmly to the tubu-
lar member and also bV the engagement of
the inclined surface 8 with the extension 12
clamp the jaws firmly on to the knife blade 3.
As one bllllpl(} means of accomplishing this
end, 1 have provided the tubular member
with the cam surface or shoulder 14 which
1s adapted to cooperate with a projection 15
on the mterior of the ferrule. This cam sur-
face 14 may be formed by making a spiral
slot or groove in the tubular member or in
any other suitable way. If the member 9
has a groove therein I will preferably mak
it with the o open end 16 so that the ferru lo
can be entirely removed.

In assembling the parts, the knife blade 3
1s placed between the jaws 4, and said jaws
arc then placed within the tubular member
9; the ferrule 1s then slipped over the knife
blade and on to the end of the jaws, and the
projection 15 1s caused to enter the open end
16 of the slot 14. By turning the ferrule
relative to the tubular member, said ferrule
will be moved longitudinally of the tubular
member, thereby clamping the jaws firmly
on to the knife blade and also clamping the
shoulders 7 of the jaws against the end of
the tubular member. The number of cam

- shoulders 14 and projections 15 is not essen-

tial, and two or more may be used although
T have shown only one in the drawing. T he
tubular member 9 is preferably mounted in
a suitable handle 18 which has a central bore
in which said member is received. Owing
to the characteristic features of the con-
struction, however, none of the strain of

In such a way as to permit the knife blade 3 | clamping the knife blade between the jaws
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comes on the handle 18, and so the operation
of clamping the knife blade in place does not
tend in any way to split the handle.

The top surface 20 of the extension 12 is
made broad enough to form a convenient
rest for the finger of the operator through

which pressure 1s applied to the knife. In
many constructions it is customary for the

operator to place his finger on the back side
of the blade adjacent the handle, but this 1s
apt to cause injury to the finger.
paratively broad surface 20, however, fur-
nishes a firm bearing for the finger without
any danger of injury thereto.

It will be seen from the above invention
that the clamping of the blade in place or the
loosening thereof can be very quickly ac-
complished by merely turning the ferrule 10.

Another advantage of my construction 1s
that heavy parts of the device are located at
the blade end of the handle instead of at the
opposite end. This brings the weight 1n a
position in which it is most effective in the
cutting operation. .

I have not attempted herein to show all
forms of my invention, but have illustrated
in the drawings the preferred embodimen
thereot.

Having fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent 1s:—

1. The combination with a handle having
an interior bore, of an open-ended tubular
member fitted within said bore and project-
ing at one end beyond the bore, said project-
ing portion having a cam groove, a pair of

The com- |
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clamping jaws extending into the tubular
member, each jaw having an inclined surface
at its projecting end, and a clamping ferrule
having a cylindrical portion 11 to fit over the
projecting end of the tubular portion and a
projecting portion 12 which is oblong in cross
sectional shape and which fits the projecting
end of the jaws, said cylindrical portion of
the ferrule having a projection to engage the
cam groove of the tubular member.

2. The combination with a knife handle
having an interior bore, of an open-ended
tubular member fitted within said bore and
provided with a cam groove exterior to the
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handle, a pair of blade-clamping jaws ex-

tending into the tubular member, the oppo-

site faces S of said jaws inclining toward
each other at the end thereof, and a clamp-
ing ferrule provided with a cylindrical por-
tion 11 and a projecting portion 12, said
cylindrical portion fitting over the end of the
tubular member and provided with a lug 15
to be received in said groove, and said pro-
jecting portion 12 having an oblong cross-
sectional shape to fit the projecting ends of
the jaws and also being provided with in-
clined surfaces to engage the inclined sur-
faces 8 of the jaws.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence ot
two subscribing witnesses. .

CHARLES E. KENNEDY.

Witnesses:
Louis C. SMITH,

J. . DONNELLY.
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