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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known -that I, Wirriam A. OrLi1-

PHANT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Petersburg, in the county of Pike and

State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Posts, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has for its object an 1m-
proved construction of fence post that will
possess characteristics of simplicity of con-
struction, and efficiency and durability, in
that the post when set will resist to a maxi-

muin degree the ravages of time and the ele-

ments and will be otherwise strong m con-
struction and -rigid or stable in position
when once set, and a further object of thein-
vention is a post of this character embody-
ing particularly an improved construction
of post which may be folded, as will be here-
inafter fully described, so as to occupy a
small amount of «<pace during shipment.

With these and other objects m view as
will more fully appear as the description
proceeds, the Invention consists in certam
constructions, arrangements and combina-
tions of the parts that I shall hereinatter
fullv describe and then point cut the novel
features in the appended claims.

For a full understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawings, in
which: |

Figure 1 is a perspeetive view of a fence
post constructed in accordance with my m-
vention. Fig. 2
of the post; Fie. 3 is a nerspective view of
the base of the post showing 1t 1 {olded con-
dition ready for shipment. g 415 a frag-

mentary perspective view of one of the |
plates; Ifig. 5 s a side elevation of another
embodiment of mvyv improved fenee post, the

upper portion of the post proper bemg

&

broken awayv and the loundation being
shown in section: el 6 is a hortzontal sec-
tional view on the line 66 of Fio. 51 g 7
is a perspeetive view of a post showing its
reinforcine members folded up against the
plates of the post: and, g, R is a perspee-
tive view of a further emboediment of the m-
vention.

Corresponding and Jike parts are referred

s a veriteal secetional view

to in the followine description and mdicated

in all the views of the drawings by the same

reforence chavacters.

The base A of miy improved fence post, m
that embodiment of the myention iHustrated

ik

in Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 comprises two plates 1
which are preferably composed of sheet
metal and which are provided at their lower
edges with rivets 2 or studs that constitute
the fastening means whereby. to pivotally
secure the ends of the reinforcing members
3 to the plates. In this form of the mven-
tion, the reinforcing members 3 comprise
narrow strips of sheet metal bent mto U-
shape as shown with their ends pivotally
connected to the lower ends of the plates 1,
so that the two reinforcing members may be

extended outwardly from the plates 1, as

illustrated in Fig. 1, or swung around the
side edges of the plates and over the oppo-
site ends thereof whereby to securely hold

“the two plates together and the entire base

in folded condition, as illustrated i Kig. 3.
Hence, it will be seen that the device may be
shipped in a substantially flat condition,
ready to be extended and set up for use, the

securely hold the two plates together when
the reinforcing members are swung around
over the upper edges of the plates and the

entire: base being thus rendered practically.

secure from injury in handhng.

The plates 1 are formed with bonding
openings 4 and the upper edges of the plates
are offset or bent inwardly as indicated at 5.
The plates 1 embrace the lower end of the
post proper 6, which may be either of wood
or metal, If the former, the plates are se-
cured to the hoard constituting the post
proper by means of nails or screws as illus-
trated i the drawing, the plates being
formed with openings to receive the fastening
devices and being preferably provided with
reinforeing plies 7 on their inner faces, said

reinforeing plies bemg riveted or otherwise
seeured at one or more points to the plates 1

and beine formed with openings through
which the fastening devices extend.  Whgn
the plates are seenred to the post 6, the oflset
odees 5 of the plates fit in grooves 8 formed
in the twao offset faces of the post, thereby
assisting in securing the parts together and
formine a water shed for any water that may
flow down the Iaces of the post. |

In setting a post constructed in ace. rdance
with the principles of my invention, a hole 18
due deep enough to receive the plates 1 and
reinforcing members 3 in extended relation,

nined width.  Conerete or any other similar
substance is then poured into - the hole to

the hole being of any desired or predever-
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form a foundation for the post, as indicated
at 9. The said foundation substarice ex-
tends through the openings 4 so as to form a

bond and it 1ncases the reinforcing member

3 whereby to secure a firm foundation. Pref-
erably the foundation extends level with or
shghtly above the surface of the ground, but
preferably terminates short of the  post
proper, or at least does not extend above
such lower edge., ! o
As the plates 1 are not connected together

- except by the reinforcing members, it is ob-
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vious that they may be fitted to the posts of
ditferent thicknesses according as taste or
judgment may dictate, or the exigencies of
the casg-require. ‘ '
In thivt form of the invention illustrated in
Kigs. 5 atid 7, the plates 11 are formed in their
lower edges with apertures to receive the

looped ends 22 of reinforcing members 33,
suc

looped ends constituting the fastening
means W{")iich pivotally connects the reinforc-
ing members to the plates. In this embodi-
ment the reinforcing members are of wire, as
clearly indicated in the drawings, and they
ave three in number and converge slightly
towards their lower or free ends. The two
outermost reinforeing members are prefer-
ably formed of one piece of wire bent into
sunstantially U-shape, as indicated, with a

“cross bar 44 around which the intermediate

or reinforcimg member 1s looped near its
outer end, as indicated at 55. -
The plates 11 are formed with bonding

openings 66 and the outer edges of the plates

are offset or bent inwardly as indicated at 77
to fit in grooves 99 in the ofiset faces of the
post proper 88. In this form of the inven-
tion, 100 designates the concrete founda-
tion, and A’ designates the entire base. |

In that form or embodiment of the inven-
tion Hlustrated 1 Fig, 8, the base A" com-
prises plates 1* to which the looped ends 22

of the reinforeing members and wires 32 gre

connected. In that form of the 1nvention,
there dre six reinforcing members or wires,
all of which converge downwardly., ¥our of
these reénforeing members are secured to the
respective plates 1* above the lower edges
thereof and at the side edges thereof and are
arcanged in pairs, the members of each pair
being looped around the cross bar 4* of the
other two.members, ag indicated at 5%, these
latter being constructed of one integral piece
ot wire secured at'1ts ends to both plates 12 at
the lower edges of the same. In this ar-
rangement also, the plates 1* are formed with
bonding openings 6% and with otfset edges 72
fitting in grooves 9* of the post proper 82
In this embodiment, a8 well

%
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those above

~deseribed, the post is held firmily m place by

a foundation of conerete or similar material.

in placing the posts, it boerds be used for the

- post proper, it is preferred that {he broad
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sides of the post will face the line of fencing
which may be constructed of wires or rails,
or any other équivalent devices, (not shown)
suflicient to turn stock, or for other similar
purposes. - . .
From the foregoing description in connec-

be seen that I have provided s verv simple
7

65

70
tion with the accompanying drawing, it will

durable and efficient construction. of fence

post which may be cheaply made and when
set will be firm in place and capable of with-
standing hard use. As the wooden portion
of the post, ¥ wood be used for, the post
proper; 18 beld out of contact with the soil; 1t

will not be subjected to decay as would other-

wige be the case, and will therefore last a con-
sidsrable time. , | |
Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed ag new is: - _
1. A fence post comprising & post proper,
and a base to which the post is secured, the
base comprising plates embracing the post

and formed with 1nwardly turned upper ex-

tremities embedded 1 the post, and rein-
forcing members secured to and extending
downwardly from said plates, y
2. A post of the character deseribed, com-
prising a post proper and a base therefor, the
base comprising plates embracing and se-
cured to the lower end of the post proper and
extending below the same, and reinforcing

mempbers connected at one end to one plate

and at another end to the other plate and

arranged to extend downwardly below the

plates, -~ | | |
3. A post of the character described, com-
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Eris_;ing a post proper and & base therefor, the

ase comprising plates embracing and se-
cured to the post proper and extending be-
low the same, and reinforcing members con-
nected to both of said plates below the lower
end of the post and adapted, in set up con-

106

dition to extend  downwardly below the .

tower edge of the plates and adaptd to fold

Into engagement with the face thereof,

4. Afence post base, comprising plates de-
signed to embrace the lower end of the fence
post and extend below the gsame, and rein-
forcing members connected to both of said

plates and adapted to fold around the side

edges thereof. . _

5. A fence post base, comprising plates
adapted to be secured to the fence post, and
reintorcing merbers pivotally connected at
same and adapted to'he swung laterally over
the opposite ends of the plates. o

in testimony whereof 1 aflix my signature

m presence of two witnesses. .
. | W, A, OLIPTTANT.

 Witnesses: '

| Jony AL Burern,

W. 9 Uanrbsin,

their ends to both plates at one end of the
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