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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam A. Bost-
WICK, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Rochester, in the county of Mon-
roe and State of New York, have invented a
new and Improved Cover-Fastening for
Fruit-Jars, of which the following is a speci-
fication. B

The object of my present invention is to
provide an 1mproved cover fastening for
fruit jars comprising a yieldable and spring-
actuated clamping mechanism for securing
the cover to the jar, to permit the escape of

gases from the jar when under excessive.

pressure. | | '
The essential features of my present in-

~ vention are a yoke carrying hooks adapted to
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engage under the usual rim at the top of the
can and carrying at its center a clamping
bolt or screw, arranged to engage a yielding
seat extending over the glass cover of the can
and normally held in place on the yoke by
means ot openings therethrough to receive
the prongs of the yoke above the hooks and
through which openings such prongs or ver-
tical members of the yoke may freely slide.
The horizontally disposed member of the
voke 1s flexible and preferably curved
shightly downwards in order that there may
be provided, In connection with the spring
seat for the lower end of the bolt, means
whereby there may be applied to the can
cover a ylelding pressure, such in amount as
to practically prevent the ingress of air to the
jar while permitting the escape of gases un-
der pressure from the jar, but upon screwing
down the clamping bolt there 1s put upon the
cover an increased pressure which, while al-
ways suflicient to prevent ingress of air from
the outside of the can, is still of such a yield-

img character as to permit the gases in the

can under excessive pressure to escape be-

fore breaking the can. The yielding seat to

receive the lower end of the clamping bolt
1s adapted to engage the cover at its outer
edges and 1t 1s also removable from the
yoke and 1t may therefore be made sepa-
rately from the yoke and inserted thereover
after such parts are formed up.

The accompanying drawings illustrating
my 1nvention are as follows:—

Kigure 1 1s a top view: and Fig. 2 a side

- view, of the upper end only, of a fruit jar

having my cover fastening thereon. Fig. 3

therefrom. ¥ig. 4 13 a perspective view of
the yoke with the clamping screw removed
therefrom, while Fig. 5 is a plan view of the
Spring seat. | _ '

Similar letters refer to similar parts

| spring seat for the bolt as neaﬂy removed
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throughout the several figuresof the drawing.

The yoke of my cover fastening comprises
an elastic member K bent up as shown in the
drawings with a nearly horizontally disposed
member e extending, preferably through
suitable curves, into vertical members ¢! ter-
minating at their lower ends in hooks é?
adapted to engage under the rim 7 of the jar
J.  The member ¢ of the yoke E is normally
curved downwardly, as indicated in- full
lines 1n Fig. 2 and the normal position for
the spring seat S is indicated also in Fig. 2.
This spring seat S has slots at each end
thereof s and a depression s' at the center to
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form a seat for the lower end of the clamping

screw b threaded through the nut n formed
at the center of the member ¢ of the yoke K.
The yoke i 1s formed, preferably, by means

of dies and with a strong tendency of the
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parts to assume and retain the positions in-

dicated 1n full lines in Fig. 2. The spring
seat © 1s Insertible over the ends of the yoke
by moving the parts to the relative positions
approximately as seen in Fig. 3, in which the
lower left hand end of the spring seat S is
shown 1n section, the parts being so propor-
tioned that by moving the seat S to the po-
sition 1ndicated in Fig. 3, the spring seat S
may be either removed from or inserted in
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place over the yoke, and for insertion over

the yoke one end of such spring seat is first

inserted over the hook ¢* at the lower end of

a member ¢' and then moved substantially
to the positions indicated in Fig. 3, and by
slhightly springing the parts the spring seat S
may be inserted over the hook ¢* on the
lower end of the other
voke E. _ . -

In using my cover clamp, the jar may be
filled in the usual way and the cover ¢ in-
serted 1n place and the rubber ring » under-
neath 1t, atter which the yoke K with the
spring seat S thereon is inserted in position

substantially as seen in Fig. 2, when, upon
turning the screw b, the spring seat S is.

forced downwardly at its center so as to bear
down upon the cover ¢ of the jar at its center
and 1n this position the pressure upon the

member ¢! on the

95 -

100

109

55 1s a side view of the yoke and shows the | cover is such as to prevent the entrance into 110
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the can of any air from the ,oﬁtside, but 1if,

as is sometimes done, the fruit 1s heated 1n

the can, the pressure upon the cover for this

position of the parts is such as to permit the

escape of the heated and expanded gases

from the can, thereupon the screw b may be

- turned down to force the members. ¢ and ¢

~ of the yoke E to the position indicated in
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dotted lines respectively at ¢® and ¢*, adding
sufficient pressure upon the cover to cause
the same to remain properly sealed, but not
with pressure sufficient to cause the bursting

of the can in case of the fermentation of the
contents of the can generating gases, which,

unless a suitable escape is provided, often
results in the bursting of the can. Under
such greatly increased pressure from the 1n-

side, the member ¢ of the yoke E will yield

sufficiently to permit the escape of the gases

under pressure from the can before reaching

a pressure sufficient to burst the can.

The varying conformation of the member
e affords a visual indication of the pressure
exerted upon the cover, and the parts may

readily be so proportioned that the maxi-

mum pressure exertible may never be sufli-
cient to -cause the can to burst by an ex-
cessive pressure of gases resulting from fer-

‘mentation of the contents of the can.

‘What I claim 1s:—
1. A cover fastening for a fruit jar having
a yoke holding means thereon, comprising a

yvoke having a substantially horizontal por-
tion provided with a clamping bolt threaded

therethrough and with downwardly extend-
ing portions provided at their lower ends

with members adapted to engage such yoke
holding means; the horizontal portion of such

yoke adapted to yleld under the strain exert-
ed thereon in screwing down such clamping
bolt and a spring seat adapted to receive the

lower end of such screw and to yield under
pressure exerted thereon In screwing down

such clamping bolt.
2. A cover fastening for a fruit jar having
yoke holding means thereon, comprising a

yoke having a substantially horizontal por- |
tion provided with a clamping bolt threaded
therethrough and with downwardly extend-
ing portions provided at their lower ends with
members adapted to engage such yoke hold-
ing means, the horizontal portion of such yoke |
~adapted to yleld under the strain exerted
thereon in screwing down such clamping bolt

and a spring seat adapted toreceive the lower

end of such clamping bolt and to extend
across the top of the cover of the jarand hav-

ing slots or openings near its ends to receive

the downwardly extending portions of such.

60 yoke and insertible thereover when in sub-
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stantially extreme oblique position relative
to such yoke.
3. A cover fastening for a fruit jar having

yoke holding means thereon, comprising a

yoke having a substantially horizontal por-
tion provided with a clamping bolt threaded

‘therethrough and with downwardly extend-

ing portions provided at their lower ends

with members adapted to engage such yoke

holding means, the horizontal portion of such
yoke adapted to yield under the strain exert-
ed thereon in screwing down such clamping
bolt and a spring seat adapted to receive the
lower end OTP such screw, to normally contact
with the cover at the outer edges thereof and
to yield so as to contact with the cover near
the center thereof under a pressure exerted
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thereon sufficient to prevent the ingress of

air to the yar. _

4. A cover fastening for a fruit jar having
yoke holding means’ thereon, comprising a
yoke having a substantially horizontal por-
tion provided with a clamping bolt threaded

‘therethrough and with downwardly extend-

ing portions provided at their lower ends
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with members adapted to engage such yoke

holding means, the horizontal portion of such
yoke adapted to yleld under the strain exert-

ed thereon in screwing down such clamping

bolt and a spring seat adapted to receive the
lower end of such clamping bolt, and to ex-

tend across the top of the cover of the jar and
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having slots or openings near 1ts ends to re-

ceive the downwardly extending portions ot -

such yoke and insertible thereover when 1n

substantially extreme oblique position rela-
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tive to such yoke, the downwardly extending
portions of such yoke slidable through and
cuided by the slots in such spring seat.

5. A cover fastening for a fruit jar having

yoke having a substantially horizontal por-
tion provided with a clamping bolt threaded
therethrough and with downwardly extend-
ing portions provided at their lower ends

with members adapted to engage such yoke
holding means, the horizontal portion of such

yvoke adapted to yield under the stram exert-
ed thereon in screwing down such clamping
bolt and a spring seat adapted to receive the
lower end OIP such clamping bolt and to ex-
tend across the top of the cover of the jar and
having slots or openings near its ends to re-
ceive the downwardly extending portions of
such yoke and insertible thereover.

WILLIAM A. BOSTWICK.

‘Witnesses: o
| OsBORNE F. GURNEY,
Lorrie Woopn.
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yoke holding means thereon, comprising a
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