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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, Georee J. MEIER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of

Improvement in Mail-Bag Catchers and De-
liverers, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.
This invention relates to an improved
matl-bag catehing and delivering apparatus.
One of its objects is-to so construct the
bag-holding or supporting devices that. they

can be readily adjusted to accommodate
mail-bags of different lengths.

Another object 1s to improve the construc-
tion of the catches which engage the ends of
the bag.

A further object is to provide the custom-
ary bag-catching arm with a reliable detent

device of simple construction for retaining

the bag in the same.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
1s a fragmentary -perspective view of a mail-
car and a track-standard equipped with the
improved apparatus. Iig. 2 i1s a horizontal
section of the bag-holding device taken be-
tween 1ts upper and lower supporting arms,
showing the device in 1ts folded position.
Fig. 3 1s a similar section, showing the device
unfolded to its operative position. Iig. 4 1s
a top plan view, partly in section, of the
catching-arm, the standard being shown in
section. Iig. 5 1s a transverse section of the
catching arm, i line 5—5, I'ie. 4, on an en-
larged scale. Fig. 6 1s an enlarged end view
of the lower arm of:the bag-supporting de-
vice. I1g. 7 1s a fragmentary top plan view

of the bag-supporting device, on an enlarged

scale, showing the means tor locking 1t 1n 1ts
operative position. Iig. 8 1s a transverse
vertical section in line 8—8, Iig. 7.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views.

- Referring to the bag-supporting devices,

they are supported upon fixed upper and
lower cross-pieces A, Al extending across the
door-opening of the car. Projecting for-
wardly from these cross-pieces are a pair of
lugs b to which are pivoted horizontally-
swinging arms or brackets ¢ which carry an
upright guide-rod C which is rigidly secured
thereto. In the outer ends of these brackets
a right and left-hand screw D is journaled,
the same being held against endwise move-

provided at its upper end with a crank d* or
other suitable means for turning it.

E, K indicate a pair of bag-supporting

‘arms slidably mounted at their inner ends on
New York, have invented a new and usetul |

the guide-rod C and provided in front of the
latter with screw-threaded openings with
which the corresponding right and left-hand

threads of the screws D engage, whereby
‘upon turning the screw in one or the other
| direction, the arms are caused to approach or

recededfrom each otherin an obvious manner.
At their outer ends, the bag-supporting arms
are provided with catches or fingers F adapt-

‘ed to engage eyes or loops ¢ at the ends of the

bag or pouch H. In their preferred con-
struction, these catches consist of vertically-
swinging levers pivoted centrally of lugs 4 of

thearms K and yieldingly held in engagement

with theeyes of the bag by springss, thespring
of the upper catch tending to swing its finger
upward and the spring of the lower catch

tending to swing itsfinger downward. These

springs surround rods 2 1voted at their inner
ends to the rear arms of the catch-levers and
gulded at their outer ends in lateral ears k' at
the outer ends of the bag-supporting arms E.
The fingers are curved upward and down-
ward respectively, to prevent accidental de-

tachment of the bag therefrom. This con-

struction permits the bag-supporting arms to

- be readily adjusted to mail-bags of different

lengths, by the simple operation of turning
the adjusting screw D in the proper direc-
tion, no clamping devices or other additional

means being required to hold the arms in

their adjusted position. |

The swinging brackets ¢ permit the bag-
supporting arms to be unfoldl?sd to the opera-
tive position shown by full lines in Figs. 1
and 3, or to be folded 1nto the door-openings
substantially parallel with the car, when not
required for use, as shown in Kig. 2 and by
dotted lmes in Fig. 1. The bag-supporting
arms may be locked in either of these posi-
tions by any suitable means. The preferred
device consists ol a pin [ removably inserted
n holes formed 1in the upper lug b and the ad-
jacent bracket ¢, as shown 1n Figs. 7 and 8,
this pin being connected with the upper
cross-plece A by a chain m to prevent loss of
the same. |

N indicates the bag-catching arm, prefer-
ably having the usual V-shaped form, and
supported on a track-standard or post O at

556 ment therein by collars or shoulders ¢, d* and | the proper height to intercept and catch the
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mail-bag held between the extended bag-

supporting arms I, the bag entering the |

bight of the catching-arm and being stripped
from the catches F in a manner common to
this class of devices. The catching arm is
preferably hinged to the post by a horizontal
pivot p, so that it can be swung down out of
the way when not in use, as shown by dotted
limes m Fig. 1. It may be locked in its nor-
mal horizontal position by a pin p' passin
through holes in its supporting bracket an
the lateral arm p* of the carrying arm in
front of its pivot.

A detent spring g extends across the mouth
of the catching arm for retaining the mail-
bag therein. This spring is secured at its
outer end to one side or branch of the arm
and extends obliquely to the other branch

with which it forms a V-shaped throat lead-

g to the bight of the arm. To the inner

iree end of this spring is pivoted a detent’

link R, as shown at » which normally extends
across the arm, so as to retain the contracted
wailst of the mail-bag in the bend of the arm.

This Iink 1s composed of upper and lower
bars straddling the inner branch of the arm

and each having a longitudinal slot 7 through

which passes a pin s secured to said branch.
This link also forms a guide for the free end

of the detent spring ¢. When the bag
strikes this spring, the latter is deflected
and as soon as the bag clears the spring, the
link R is returned to its inner position in

5 which it extends across the rear side of the

bag, holding it in the catching arm. .

While the mail-supporting devices are
herein shown as carried by the car, and the
mail catching arm as carried by a track-post,
the arrangement of these two elements may
obviously be reversed, without departing
from my invention.

I claim as my invention :—

1. A mail delivery apparatus, comprising
a pair of bag-supporting arms movable to-
ward and from each other, and an adjusting
screw engagmg sald arms, substantially as
set forth. -

1
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- 2. A mail delivery apparatus, comprising
a palr of bag-supporting arms, a right and
lefIE hand adjusting screw for said arms, and
means for rotating the screw; substantially
as set torth.

3. A mail delivery apparatus comprising
55

a guide, a

Eair of bag-supporting arms slid-
able on sai

guide, and a right and left hand

adjusting screw engaging said arms, sub-

stantially as set forth.

4. A mail delivery apparatus comprising
brackets, a guide rod carried by the same, a
pair of bag supporting arms slidably mount-
ed on said rod, and a right and left-hand ad-
justing screw journaleff

forth. | _

5. A mail delivery apparatus comprising
a support, foldable brackets
support, a guide rod carried by said brackets,
bag-supporting arms slidable on said rod, and
a right and left hand adjusting serew engag-
ing the bag-supporting arms, substantially as
set forth |

led 1n said brackets on
the front side of said guide rod and engaging
said supporting arms, substantially as set ¢
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pivoted to said -
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6. In a mail delivery apparatus, a bag-

supporting arm having a catch adapted to
engage a mail-bag, said catch consisting of a
lever pivoted between its ends to said sup-

7D

porting arm, a rod guided on said arm and

pivoted to the rear arm of said lever, and a

‘spring applied to said rod and bearing at its
ends against the supporting arm and said
| lever respectively, substantially as set forth.

7. In an apparatus of the character de-

scribed, a bag-catching arm having a detent
| spring secured to one side thereof, a slotted
link pivoted to the free end of the spring and -

extending across the bight of the arm, and a
pin secured to the arm and engaging the slot
of the link, substantially as set forth.

Witness my hand this 22d day of Febru-

ary, 1908s. _ _
| GEORGE J. METER.
Witnhesses: | |

C. . GEYER,
ANNA Hrigis.
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