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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES B. TREAT, OF BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN.

COOP.

No. 886,278,

Speci

fcation of Letters Patent.

Patented April 28, 1908.

Application filed March 17, 1906. Serial No . 306,622.

To all whom 1t may concern: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. TREAT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Buchanan,in the county of Berrien and State
of Michigan, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Coops, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification. B

This invention relates to coops or crates
for transporting poultry and the Eke, and the
object of the invention is to provide a col-

lapsible or folding coop or crate embodying
one or more decks or floors and so construct-

ed that the coop or crate as a whole may be
folded compactly without disconnecting any
of the main portions or members thereol, the
article when folded, occupying but small
space and yvet constituting when set up, a
practical, reliable and thoroughly braced
crate.

With the above and other objects 1n view,
the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion, combination and arrangement of parts,

‘hereinafter more fully described, illustrated

and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Kigure 1
1S a perspectlve view of a coop or crate em-
bodying the present invention, shown ex-
tended or set up ready for use. Iig. 2 1s a
vertical longitudinal section through the
same. Fig.3 is across-section thereof. FKig.
4 1s also a cross-section, showing the coop
partially folded. Fig. 51s a top plan view of
the coop or crate nearly folded.
detaill vertical section through one corner of
the coop or crate taken on the line with one
of the corner bolts.

The coop or crate contemplated in this mn-
vention is preferably of slatted construction;
that is to say, the coop comprises slatted
sides 1, slatted ends 2, and a slatted lid or
cover 3. In connection with the sides and
ends, corner posts 4 are employed and the
slats of the sides extend horizontally and are
permanently secured at their opposite ends
to said posts. The posts are connected by
end cross-bars 5, 6 and 7, and under the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, where
more than two end cross-bars are employed
at each end of the crate, or, in other words,
where a double deck or double floor coop 1s
required and one or more intermediate cross-
bars 6 are required to support the mterme-
diate floor or floors, the corner posts 4 are
divided, as best illustrated in Fig. 1, so that

55 the extremities of the intermediate cross-
bar or cross-bars are received between the ad- | cleats 18 to which the slats which compose

Fig. 615 a

jacent ends of the sections of the posts 4, the
post sections and all of the cross-bars 5, 6 and
7 being secured firmly together by corner
bolts 8 passing centrally through the posts
from top to bottom, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4
and indicated in Fig. 6. The bolts 8 also
form four pivots located at the four corners
of the crate upon which the sides and ends
swing in order that the coop may be folded,
as shown in Fig. 5, the sides folding mmward
and maintaining their parallel relation, while
the ends are also folded inward in parallel
planes until the sides closely approach each
other.

The bottom of the coop comprises oppo-
sitely arranged floor sections 9, the inner
edges of which extend longitudinally of the
coop and approach each other quite closely
when in their position of use. Kach of the
loor sections 9 is provided at its outer edge
with longitudinally extending pintles or trun-
nions 10 which are received in corresponding
bearing openings 11 in the corner posts, as
best shown in Kig. 6. Secured to the under
side of the floorsections 9 are cleats 12 whichlie
just inside of the bottom end cross-bars 7 so
that when the floor sections are folded down-
ward to their horizontal position, the cleats
12 cooperate with the end cross-bars 7 and
act as stops to prevent the accidental folding
of the coop. In this way, the floor sections
act as locks for the sides and ends of the coop
or craté. When one or more intermediate
floors are used, the sections 13 thereof are
constructed and arranged in the same manner
as the floor sections 9, as illustrated in Fig. 3,
being pivotally connected along their outer
edges to the corner posts 4, and also provided
with cleats 14 on thelr under sides which co-
act with the intermediate cross-bars 6, acting
as additional stops or locks to prevent the
accidental folding of the coop. The Iid or
cover 3 is also formed in two sections which
meet along the longitudinal center of the coop
and are hinged as shown at 15, so that the lid
or cover sections may be swung outward and
downward to lie alonside of the crate sides, as
shown in Fig. 4, preparatory to folding the
crate. |

Secured to the upper faces of the top cross-
bars 5 are keepers 16, the said keepers being
arranged centrally of the cross-bars-5 and
adapted to receive the opposite ends of a lock
17 in the form of a flat bar or slat of sufficient
width to overlap the meeting ends of the

60

0o

70

79

80

80

90

95

100

105

110



2

the lid or cover sections are secured. When
the locking slat 17 is in place, it holds down
the inner edges of the cover sections, as
clearly 1llustrated in Fig. 3. Anotherlocking
slat 19 extends over the lower floor or bot-
tom of the crate, engaging and holding down
the 1inner adjacent edges of the bottom sec-
tions 9, as shown in Fig. 3, the opposite ends

- of said locking slat being retained in place by
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means of keepers 20 consisting of short cross-
bars secured to the slats of which the ends of
the coop or crate are composed. The locking
slats 17 and 19 not only serve to hold the
cover and floor sections in place, but also act
as additional braces to prevent the tendency
of the coop or crate to fold or collapse.

In order to fold the coop or crate, the lid or
cover sections 3 are swung outward and
downward alongside of the crate sides, as
shown 1n Fig. 4, after first removing the lock-
ing slat 17. The intermediate floor sections
13 are then elevated and folded against the
inside of the crate sides, as shown in Fig. 4,
after which .the lower locking slat 19 is re-
moved and the lower floor sections 9 are
folded upward against the sides of the coop,
as shown 1n the same figure, 4. This leaves
the sides and ends of the coop free to be folded

886,278

flatwise together in the manner illustrated in

Fig. 5, thus completing the folding operation 30

and rendering the coop or crate as a whole
compact for storage and transportation pur-
poses. - -

- 1 claim: _

. The herein described plate comprising
corner posts of rectangular cross section,
sides permanently secured to said posts, ends
proviged with upper and lower cross bars
pivoted to sald posts, a bottom comprising

35

| two sections, each pivoted at its end to said 40

posts, cross bars to prevent said bottom sec- -

tions from swinging outwardly, and an inter-

mediate floor between the top and bottom of

the crate comprising sections pivoted at their

ends to said posts to swing upwardly, a cover
1n two sections hinged at opposite sides of the
crate, a removable locking slat having its

ends engaged by keepers, and cross bars to

prevent the downward movement of said in-
termediate floor sections.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. -
- CHARLES B. TREAT.
Witnesses: |

H. O. PerroTT,
W. W. TrEAT.
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