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To all whom w1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, GErTRUDE SMmoOT, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Gratz, In the county of Owen and State of
Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Mail-Sack, of which the following is a speci-
fication. | -

This invention relates generally to mail
bags, and particularly to that class having
their mouths closed by a plurality of pivot-
ally connecting plates embodying locking
mechanism. _

The object of the present invention is to
improve the mouth c£|)0511re in such manner
that when the lock is removed or unlocked,

the mouth will be caused automatically to |

open, thus to permit the ready discharge of
the contents of the bag, and further to hold
the mouth in distended position, whereby
the depositing of mail matterinto the bag will
materially be facilitated.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
1s better understood, the same consists, gen-
erally stated, in a mail bag closure embody-
g a plurality of pivotally connected mem-
bers and means, constituting handles, for
opening the closure when the lock is released,
and for retamming it in open position.

The Invention consists further in the va-
rious novel details of construction and com-
bination of parts of a mail bag mouth clo-
sure, as will be hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of the specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-

1Ing parts, Figure 1 is a view in perspective of

a mall bag equipped with the improvements
of the presentinvention. Fig.2isa top plan
view. IFig. 31s a view similar to Fig. 2, dis-
playing a slightly modified form of closure.
Referring to the drawings and to Figs. 1
and 2 thereof, 1 designates the bag, which
may be made of any suitable material, and
1s provided on one side and near its lower
end with a hand hold 2 to facilitate the hold-
g of the bag when discharging its contents
and also 1ts handling. -
The mouth portion of the bag has com-
bmed with 1t a closure constituting in this
mstance, four metallic plates 3, 4, 5 and 6, of
which the first two constitute the side mem-
bers and the last two the end members. The
terminals of the plates may be connected in

any preferred manner as by hinges, as
shown or otherwise, and as this feature of the
attachment forms no portion of the inven-
tion further description is deemed unneces-
sary. The bag i1s held assembled with the
closure elements, in this instance, by a plu-
rality of split rivets 7, which not only serve
the purpose stated but also operate to hold
assembled with the inner faces of the mem-
bers a lining or facing 8 of any material that
will protect the mail against damage when
bemg placed within the bag, as by contact
with the tlosure members or with the bag
proper. One of the side members, in this
mstance, the member 4, is provided with a
staple 9 that 1s designed to project through
a longitudinal slot 10 arranged in the other

side member 3, and diagonally to the staple,

the staple being engaged in this instance by
a padlock 11 which operates to hold the

closure members assembled in the position

shown in Fig. 2.

In order to prevent entrance of dust or
water to the bag when the closure members
are 1n locked position, a flap or seal 112 is

provided which 1s secured to the side member

4 and end member 6 by the rivets 7, and is

provided with a slot 12 through which the

staple 7 will project when the closure is in
locked position, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby
to secure the object sought.

The essential feature of the present inven-
tion resides in a novel form of mouth open-

1ng means, which 1s designed to operate auto-

‘matically when the lock is released thus to

distend the members of the closure and to
hold them distended while the bag is being
emptied and filled.. This means comprises a

-pair of bail-shaped springs 13, the terminals

of which are formed mnto eyes 14 that are de-
signed to engage with staples or keepers 15
secured to the side and end members, as
clearly shown in Fig. 2. The springs 13,
which also constitute handles for holding the
bag or for suspending it from an overhead
support, are preferably, though not of neces-
sity, made of steel wire of the proper gage,
and the staples 15 are of such length as
to permit a freedom of movement of the
eyes therein that will preclude the possi-
bility of any binding or locking. When the
lock 1s released to permit the closure to
o]pen, the springs 13 occupy the position
shown 1n Kig. 2, that is in approximate par-

i allelism with the closure members, but when
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the bag is closed the members 13 are turned |

upward, thereby to present handles, and also
a means for suspending the bag, if such be
desired. - |

In the form of the invention shown in Fig.
3, the closure consists of six members,.

namely, two relatively short side members 16

and 17, and four relatively long end members

18, 19, 20 and 21, these members being con-
nected for pivotal movements relatively to

each other by hinge or other joints. With
- this exception, the construction of the mail
bag1s the same as that already described, and

the opening members 13 will operate in pre-

cisely the same manner as those shown in

the form of the invention shown in Fig. 1.
It will be seen from the foregoing deserip-

~ tion that while the improvements herein de-

20

20

fined are simple in character they will be
thoroughly effective for the purposes de-
signed and may be applied to mail bags or

provided with the forms of closure shown |

without requiring any change in their struc-
tural arrangement other than the provision
of the members 13 and the staples 15.

- 886,264

- What is claimed is:— L
- A mail baginclosure embodying a plurality

of pivotally connected side and end members

each provided with a staple, bail-shaped

springs having their terminals formed into.

30

eves to engage the staples and their crests

disposed at such distance from the corners of
the frame as to adapt them to constitute han- -
“dles, a staple carried by the inner face of one

side member and adapted to engage a slot in

the other side member, a flap or shield se-

cured to one of the side and end members and
provided with an orif]

30

ce through which the

last-named staple projects when the mem-

bers of the closure are in closed position, and

means for engaging the staple for holding

the closure members against opening.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, 1 have hereto athxed my signature
1n the presence of two witnesses.

GERTRUDE SMOOT.

Witnesses:
W. R. Min1sH, Jr.,
W. R. MinNisH, Sr.
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