- No. 880,137, _ PATENTED APR. 28, 1908,
. - F. LANG.

MANDOLIN.
APPLICATION FILED JAN, 27, 1808,

e

(A

/| !
\
/ \
/ L}
EI H\
o f; \
- \
W/ \
/ \
f/ \
A N\ &
Y/ \
/ A
| - . \
F Ay S |
7 ' '
/i 1
) .
!f /‘5’ /ﬂ 1\
A ]
\
70 \ /
W t /
. ) | I\
/f // \ :'Ill:i, 4
\'\ 1 '; * 4
| . s /
\‘ L ! /'
L
Fig. 2
571’/22,0,; _ &éu./a
| ‘ dnuventor
| %il‘umoeﬁ
Attornenys

. N
THE NORRIS PETERS CD., WASHINGTGON, D. C.




10

15

20

29

30

3D

40

UNTTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK LANG, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOLS. '

MANDOLIN.

No. 886,137.

‘Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented April 28, 1908.

Application filed January 27, 1908.' Serial No. 412,807.

To all whom it may concern: |
" Be it known that I, Frank LaNe, citizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, m
the county of Cook and State of Ilinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

is a specification. . _

This invention relates to mandolins, and
more particularly to the sound-box thereot,
the object being to improve the tonal quali-
ties of the instrument, and also to simplity
‘ts construction and thereby reduce the cost
of its manufacture. L

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 1S
o side elevation of the invention partly

section. Tig. 2 is a top plan view.

Referring specifically to the drawing, 5 le-
notes the sound-box of the instrument, and
6 is the neck. The sound-box comprises the

sounding-board 7, thée back §, and the side

walls 9. Bach of these parts is made In one
piece which 1s cut and bent to the shape
‘hown. The sounding-board 7 supports the
bridge 10 in the usual manner. The sound-
ing-board and back diverge from the neck
and near the lower end of the instrument
they converge. The sounding-board com-
mences to converge immediately behind the
bridge as indicated at 11 and the correspond-
ing portion 12 of the back is directly oppo-
site the same and of substantially the same
length. The sounding-board and the back
taper at both ends, the widest portion being
at the junction of the diverging and converg-
ine portions thereof. The side walls are

made of one piece of material which s shaped

-nd bent to fit the outline of the sounding-
board and the back. " R
In the manufacture of the instrument, the
piece which forms the side-wallsisglued tothe
sounding-board and the back adjacent to
edges thereof, and the ends of said piece are
olued to the neck 6, as indicated at 13. The
board 14 is secured to the neck as

finger

of the neck.

ments in Mandolins, of which the following | per

usual and extends overa portionof thesound-
ing-board and is glued thereto. The upper
end of the back is also glued to the bottom
“That portion of the neck to
which the ends of the side walls and the up-
ond of the back are glued, is recessed to
receive said parts in order that they may ex-
tend flush with the neck. No other gluing
is done, and no inside braces are employed
so that the vibrations of the sounding-board
are not, interfered with.

The sound-box also contains a sounding-
post 15.  The usual tuning head is provided,
and the strings are fastened to a tail plece In
the ordinary manner. .

The sound-box herein described has an
angular surface and outhne, and all the faces
thereof form trapezoids except the lower side
which forms a parallelogram. DBy shaping
the parts and connecting them as stated the
instrument can be cheaply manufactured,
and its shape as well as the method of unit-
ing the parts improves the tone of the mmstru-
ment with respect to volume as well as qual-
ity. The sound-box construction can also
be applied to guitars and similar mstru-
ments. Inlaying and other ornamentation
as fancy may dictate may be Tesorted to.

I claim:—

1. In a musical instrument, a sound-box
comprising a sounding-board and back hav-
ing angular surfaces and outlines, and side
walls secured thereto.

o In a musical instrument, a sound-box .

comprising a sounding-board and a back
which are tapered and converge at opposite
ends and side walls secured thereto.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK LANG.

Witnesses:
NELLIE FELTSKOG,
1. G. BATCHELOR.
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