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T'o all whom 1t may concern.:
Be 1t known that I, Tromas MERRI-

WEATHER DANSBY, a cltlzen of the United

States, residing at Pine Bluf I, In the county
of Jefferson and State of Arkansas, have in-
vented a new and useful Combined Cover
and Follower for Barrels, Kegs, and the Like,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a combined cover
and follower for barrels, kegs and similar
contamning vessels and has for its object to
provide a comparatively simple and inex-
pensive device of this character which serves
the dual function of a cover for the barrel and

. also as a weight or follower for holding the

contents of the barrel submerged 1n brine or
other preserving liquid.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a Tollower having a pivoted section or
closure so that access may be obtained to the

sauer-kraut, pickles, corn-beef or other con-

tents of the barrel without the necessity of
removing the follower from said barrel.

A further object 1s to provide the follower
with a strip ot fabric or similar yieldable ma-
terial adapted to engage the interior walls of
the containing vessel and thus prevent the en-

trance of 1nsects dust and other foreign mat- |

ter between the cover and the ad] acent walls
of the barrel and at the same time permit the
follower to be adjusted vertically of the bar-
rel without undue friction between said fol-
lower and barrel.

A still further object of the invention 1s to
generally improve thls class of devices so as
to increase their utility, durability and effi-
clency.

Further objects and advantages will ap-
gear n the following description, it being un-

erstood that various changes in form, pro-
portions and minor de ails of construction

may be resorted to within the scope of the
appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification: Flﬂule 1 1s a per-
spective view of a combined cover and fol-
lower constructed 1n accordance with my in-
vention and showing the same in position in
a barrel. Kig. 2 1s a top plan view of the

combined cover and follower detached. Fig.
3 1s a transverse sectional view taken on the
line 3—3 of Ig. 2.

Similar numemls of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings.

The 1mpr0ved device is principally de-

| signed for use in connection with barrels,

kegs and similar containing vessels and by
way of illustration is shown in connection
with a barrel of the ordinary construction in
which 5 designates the staves and 6 the open
end of the barrel.

The device consists of a circular body por-
tion 7 formed of wood or similar material
and having its peripheral edge reinforced
and strengthened by the provision of a metal
ring 8.

The body portion 7 1is formed with a cen-

trally disposed opening 9 having its walls
inclined or beveled at 10 for enﬂ'a,gement
with the correspondingly beveled edge of a
movable section or closure 11.
11 is hinged at 12 to the body portion 7 so
that by moving the closure to open position
access may be readily obtained to the sauer-
kraut or other contents of the barrel without
the necessity of remoying the follower from
sald barrel.

The body portlon 7 18 further
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The closure
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reinforced and strengthened by a circular .

hoop or ring 13, said ring being weighted so

as to cause the follower to press against the -

contents of the barrel and thus submerge'the
same In the brine or other preserving liquid.
Secured to the bottom of the body portion

7 18 a strip of fabric or other yieldable mate-
rial 14 which projects latemlly beyond the
ring 8 and serves to prevent the entrance of
msects dirt and other foreign matter be-
tween the edge of the follower and the adja-
cent walls of the barrel. The inner edge of
the fabric 14 preferably extends within the
closure receiving opening 9 so as to form a
vieldable packing or seat 15 for the closure
1 1, the latter being preferably provided with

a ﬁnger plece or knob 16 by means of which

sald closure may be conveniently moved to
open or closed position.
that the fabric 14 by engagement with the
interior walls of the barrel forms an effective
closure between the follower and barrel and
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It will thus be seen
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at the same time permits free vertical move-

ment of the follower within the barrel with-
out undue friction between the parts. It
will also be observed that when the fabric 14
becomes saturated with the brine or other
liquid 1n the barrel 1t forms a practically air
tight closure for the barrel and thus prevents
the contents thereof from spoﬂmg Or evapo-

rating.

In operation the follower is introduced
through the open end of the barrel and

| placed in position on the pickles, sauer-kraut
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or other contents thereof. When 1t 1s de-
sired to remove a portion of the contents of

the barrel the cover 11 1s swung upwardly
to open position and the sauer-kraut re-
moved through the opening 9, as will be

readily und erstood As the sauer-kra,ut 1S
removed from time to time the weight of the

rings 8 and 13 will press the body portion or

tollower 1 contact with the sauer-kraut
while at the same time the peripheral edge of
the fabric 14 will expand and engage the ad-
jacent walls of the barrel so as to form an
effective closure for the barrel regardless of
the amount or quantity of sauer-kraut within
the same.

From the foregoing description 1t will be

seen that there 1s provided an extremely
simple, 1nexpensive and ef

fhelent device ad-
mirably adapted for the attainment of the
ends 1n view.

Having thus described the invention what

1s claimed 1s:

1. A device of the class desceribed 1mclud-

~ ing a substantially circular body portion
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body portion and havi

having an opening formed therein and pro-

vided with a weighted reinforcing band se-
cured to the perlpheral edge of the body por-

tion and disposed flush with the upper and
lower surfaces thereof, a strip of flexible ma-

tertal secured to the lower surface of the
ng 1ts inner edge pro-

~ jecting within the opening and its outer edge

3O

extended beyond the reinforcing band to
produce a yieldable circumferential flange,

a closure pivotally mounted on the body

portion and adapted to normally close the
opening therein, and a flat weighted annulus |
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rigidly secured to the upper surface of the

body portion between the opening and the
remforcmcr band, and disposed concentric
with the same the upper surface of the body

portion between the reinforcing band and
the annulus being smooth and unobstructed.
2. A device of the class described including -

a substantially circular body portion formed
of a plurality of parallel strips and provided
with a marginal reinforcing band disposed
flush with the upper and lower surfaces
of the body portion and forming a housing
for the ends of the strips, there beimng an
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openmg formed 1n the center of the body por- -

tion and having its walls Inclined towards
the lower surface thereof, a strip of flexible

material secured to the lower surface of said ™

body portion and having its inner edge pro-
jected within the opening and its outer edge
extended beyond the reinforcing band to
produce a yieldable cireu_mferentia,l flange,
a closure pivotally mounted on the upper
surface of the body portion and having its

walls inclined to conform to the inclination

of the walls of the opening and adapted to
normally close the latter, and a flat weighted
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annulus rigidly secured to the upper surface

of sald body portion between the opening

and reinforcing band and disposed concen--

tric therewith.

 In testimony that I claim the foregoing 2
my own, | have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS MERRIWEATHER DANSBY
Witnesses:

J. H. GiLL,
V. K. KEgrsH.
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