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Lo all whom if may concern:
Be it known that I, Avcipe E. Matnzy, of

Boston. countv of Suffo
] Y

companying drawings, 1s

parts. |
This invention relates

ments and has for its object to construct an
instrument of the banjo variety whereby a:
torte of novel character may be produced
which is soft, full and clear and has great car-
rying power, and which is quite distinct from
| t]ﬁe érdinary tone of the banjo or mandolin

or guitar. |
The invention consists

cular rim, which supports the head, with nn-
proved means, interposed between the rim

and head, whereby the tone is softened, the
vibrations caused to continue for a long pe-

riod of time, and the carrying power of the

tone increased. Also, in means for drawmg

the top part of the neck away from the rm to

which it is attached, to free the vibrating
parts {rom engagement therewith.

- &

Figure 1 shows in plan view a stringed n-
strument embodying this invention. Fig. 2
is a longitudinal vertical section of the m-
strument shown in Fig. 1 _h _
enlarged details of the cushion which 1s in-
terposed between the head and rim.  Figs. S

. and 6 are enlarged detail

40

is secured to the bottom of the neck

a represents theneck o

the finger-board; b the circular rim which 1s

attached to the neck; ¢

strings, which latter are connected with a |

tail-piece d'.

The head ¢, instead of beinpf:; suppozted
upon or connected with the circul
rigid manner, as usual in banjos, is supported

“upon a cushion, which 1s
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the rim and head. As herein shown the cir-
cular rim b is rabbeted at the top and in the
recess thus formed a circular tube b’ 1s placeaq,
and on said tube a circular tube b, of spirally
wound wire is placed, and upon said spirally
formed tube a ecircular tube 4%, constructed

like the tube &, 1s placed.

tubes are arranged vertically, one above the .
other, and are held against lateral movement

with respect to each ot
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ik, State of Massa~

chusetts, have invented an-Improvement n |
Stringed Instruments, of which the follow-
ing description, in connection with tie ac-
ng « a specification, hike |
characters on the drawings representing lhike

to stringed mstru-

in providing the cir-

o Fivs. 3.and 4 sre
Ty .

s of the plate which

f the instrument.; &/

the head and d the

arrim b in a

interposed between

The three circular

her by a flange #*, |

f?and adjusting thenuts 7¥, 77 th
"y,
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movement, owever, is suflicient Lo ailow Liw

B inside of said tubes, and by o metaliic nng oh
riging from the rim & on the outsine of saig
tubes. The upper edge of the metaliie ying
B s bent over the top of the uppermost tize.
The ring b sets down onko o shouvider wiiesn
is formed on the rim & 30 a3 to resisl down.
ward pressure upow it.  The ring ° s made
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of thin meial and while guite shill 15 810
to vield move or less to pressure upon it
to vibrate. A ring §° s located ©
the ring b°, which is emploxed for the purpose
of securely holding the head. The bead ex-
tends over the top of the ring & and dowr

tween sald ring »* and the ring 0% snd aes
corded or volled edge upon whien the ring o°
bears. The ring 8% is drawn down and neld
securelv by the wususl adjustable sa
threaded hooks. - By supporéing the bsad
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this manner the tone is very muterially soft-

ened; the amplitude of the vibrations aug-
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character from the ifones
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The neck @ 18 secured fo fne cireu
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6 by a screw &, exienaed throneh saig 11
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and into the DecE, ana .80
IV X T -
tending diameirienily a0roees
. - : , : . _ £ o
bar aiso serving as an 8oz
the neck. Both ends of 41
A3 Esi, a3 0u Snis Oy ul
througeh holesin the 1in
4.}- : .1 ;S A LR - e
chreaded &6 ¢Nne end uo snier &
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in a plate " which is secvred to the neck, and
s R 1.1 A% S O T,
18 serew-threaded af the opposiie end
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prevent compression of {he zim Dy buin

up the nut f* The plate ', to which ST B0
of bar f is connseted, is seenred to-ghie hoitom
of the neck, and the opposite exid of said Loy
is secured to the wim some bl s
above the botiom. By tuwrwn
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against ths rim and thereby achs o draw ik
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which extends upward from the rim b, on the | onant tone.
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Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent 18:— |

1. In 8 stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a héad, means for
securing the head to the rim, a circular tube
and yielding support therefor interposed be-
tween the head and rim, substantially as
described. -

2. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a head, means for
securing the head to the tim, two circular

tubes arranged one above the other and in-

terposed between the head and rim, one of -

L

said tubes being composed of ?irally wound |

wire, substantially ags deseribe

3. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of & circular rim, & head, means for
securing the head to the rim, and a circular
tube of spirally wound wire 1nterposed be-
tween the head and rim, substantially as
described. e

4. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of & circular rim, a head, means for
securing the head to the rim, a plurality of
circular tubes arranged vertically between
said head and rm, substantially as de-
seribed., |

5. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a head, means for
securing the head to the rim, and three cir-
culer tubes arranged vertically between said
head and rim, the middle tube belng com-
nosed of spirally wound wire, substantially
as deseribed.

6. In a stringed instrument, the combi-

nation of & cireular rim rabbeted and formed |

with a shoulder, a plurality of circular tubes
arranged vertically on sald rim, a metallic

ring inclosing said tubes which rests on said

885,260

rim, a head extending over said metallic ring,

a locking-ring outside of said metallic ring

' for the head, and means for connecting said

locking-ring with the rim, substantially as
described. | |

7. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a plurality of circular
tubes arranged vertically and supported on
said rim, a ring also supported on said rim,
which is located outside of said tube and
which has a curved top, a head extending
over the curved top of said ring, and means
for securing sezid head in place, substantially
as described.

8. In a stringed instrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a yileldingly sup-
ported circular tube thereon, a ring also sug—-
ported on said rim which 1s located outside
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of said tube and which has a curved top ex-

tending over said tube, a head extending

over the curved top of said ring, and means
for securing said head in place, substantially
as described. -

9. In a stringed mstrument, the combi-
nation of a circular rim, a head thereon, a
neck, means for attaching said neck to said

rim, a plate secured to the bottom of the

neck, and a longitudinally adjustable bar
extending diametrically across the rim which
is connected at one end to said plate and at
the opposite end to the rim at a point some
little distance above its bottom, substan-
tially as described.

- In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. _

. AILCIDE E. MATHIEY.
Witnesses: |

B. J. Novgs,
H. B. Davis.
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