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- T'o all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, James F. HucHzs, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
borough of Manhattan, city, county, and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Game Ap-
paratus, of which the following is a specifica-
ti’OIl.. y ; . .
This invention relates to game apparatus

.10 for use in playing the game of indoor golf;

more particularly, the invention is directed
. to the provision of an improved device con-
stituting the hole into which the golf ball is
to be played. - =~ ,
The object of the invention is to provide
such a device so constructed as to permit of
accurate play in holing a ball exactly as a

ball would be holed on an outdoor course,

that is, -so constructed that a ball will be
holed when played to it in such -manner as
would result in holing a bdll under the same
conditions on. an outdoor course. When so
constructed, a highly entertaining game may
- be played with the device and one 1 which a
player may become quite expert, and fur-
thermore, the device affords valuable indoor
practice for playing outdoor golf. |

A device of the character above described
consists of a plate adapted to lie-upon the
floor and provided Witlf
and the ball is played over the wall of the de-
vice and into the opening. With these de-
vices constructed as has heretofore been the
practice, accurate play in accordance with
the principles of outdoor golf has not been
possible as provision has not been made for
guarding against false deflection of the ball
ﬁy the outer wall of the device and the rim of
the hole.. My invention contemplates the
provision of such a device which is so con-
structed that a ball played to it will not be
deflected by the outer wall and will be ‘de-
flected by the rim of the hole only as a ball
would be when similarly played to a hole on
an outdoor course sunk in the ground in the
usual manner. , ' -

My ivention will be readily understood

by reference to the following description.
taken in connection with the accompanying

drawings, in which | ,_ -
_Figure 1 1s a top view of the device and
Fig. 2 1s a section on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, the device con-

opening through the annulus.

‘accuracy .to hit the annulus.

an opening therein

the annulus may turn.

| golf ball is to be played. This annulus is

provided with radially disposed arms a ex-
tending across the opening therein and a
small hole b at the junction of these arms at
the center of the annulus. A vertical wall
B integral with the annulus A rises therefrom
around substantially one-half of the rim of the
This wall is
preferably of greatest height at the center
thereof and of slightly decreasing height to-

‘ward the ends, and the corners at the ends
‘are rounded off somewhat.

A bracket C,
which may also be integral with the annulus A
and wall B, is disposed radially of the annu-

lus and Frefera,bly extends from the wall B
y

outwardly toward the edge of the annulus.
The outer edge of the annulus on the side op-

|

‘posite the wall B is cut away on a line which

1s slightly curved, as shown at D, the length
ot this line being greater than the diameter
of the central opening in the annulus. The
curve of line D is formed on a radius equal to
the distance from the line to the average po-
sition of the ball when played with sufficient
Preferably,
the outer edge of the annulus and, if desired,
the edges of the arms a, are beveled off some-
what, as shown. The device may consist of

a single casting or may be formed of pressed

sheet-metal and, in either case, may be man-
utactured at low cost.

As thus constructed, the device is placed
upon the floor in the desired position and
held-against bodily movement by a tack ¢
inserted through the hole b and into the car-
pet, this tack serving as a pivot about which
The player first
turns the annulus about its pivot until the °
edge D is toward his ball. The bracket C is
provided to facilitate this and avoid the
necessity of stooping over to turn the device
before each stro{)(e ; the player may merely
engage the bracket C with tle end of his
club and turn the device as desired. The
ball is then played to the hole in the usual
manner. If the bail is played with sufficient
accuracy, 1t will first hit the edge of the an-
nulus somewhere along the line D and ride
up on the annulus. It will be seen that if

line D were straight and the ball were layed 108

a little off a line to the center of the hole, the
ball would be deflected somewhat when: it

It the edge of the annulus, possibly enough

to cause 1t to miss the hole when otherwise
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sists of an annulus A:the opening within _ :
which constitutes the hole into which the | it would have gone1n; by reason of the slight 11¢
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curvature of the line D inwardly of the an-.
nulus, such deflection: of the ball ‘does not

OCCUL. | .
'+ After passing the edge D, the ball may
come to rest in the hole or roll across and
engage the wall B. If the ball is moving
with such speed that, on an outdoor course,
it would pass over the hole, it will, on hitting
the wall EJ)?), ride over the same and roll be-
yond the annulus, the height of wall B being
accurately gaged for this purpose. If the
ball hits the wall B at a point therein away
from the center, it will be deflected thereby
toward the center line of the hole just as a
ball would be when it hits a corresponding
point in the rim of a hole on an outdoor
course. -If the direction of the ball 1s sub-
stantially tangent to the opening in the an-
nulus, the ball will engage one end of wall B.
If it engages the end squarely 1t will mount
the Waﬁ% and ride over it. But if the portion
of the ball which engages the end of the wall
is on the side of the ball.away from the cen-
ter of the hole, the ball will be deflected 1n a
direction toward the center of wall B and
will drop back into the hole or ride over the
wall depending on the speed at which the

ball is traveling. The arms a, being quite
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thin, obstruct the movement of the ball but
little and their effect on the ball is negligible;
if desired, the two arms which are substan-
tially parallel to the line D may be omitted
and the other two only relied on to hold the
annulus relatively to the pivot. -
Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new therein and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is as follows:— |

1. Game apparatus comprising a plate
having a circular opening therein anda wall
extending upwardly from sald plate and
about a portion of said opening, substantially
as get forth. o |

2. Game apparatus comprising a plate
ha,ving a circular opening therein and a wall
extending upwardly from said plate and
about a portion of said opening, and means
for rotatably mounting the plate, substan-
tially as set forth. - ,
- 3. Game apparatus comprising a plate
having a circular opening therein and a wall
extending upwardly from said -plate and

about a portion of said opéning, said wall be-

ing of greatest height at the center and de-
creasing in height from the center toward the
ends thereof, substantially as set forth.

4. Game apparatuscomprising an annular |

metallic plate, integral arms extending across

884,277

the openin
hole thereﬁ:\rough at the center of the plate,
and a wall extending upwardly from the
plate and about a portion of said opening,
said wall decreasing in height toward the
ends thereof, substantially as set forth.

5. Game a}iparatus comprising a plate -

having a circular opening therein, a wall ex-
tending upwardly from said plateand about a
portion of said opening, means for rotatably
mounting the plate, and a bracket on the
plate to facilitate turning the same, substan-
tially as set forth.

6. Game apparatus comprising an annular,
metallic plate, integral arms extending across
the opening therethrough, said arms having a
hele therettflrough at the.center of the plate, a
wdll extending upwardly from the plate and
about a portion of said opening, and a bracket

' also extending upwardly from the plate and

disposed substantially radially thereof, sub-

stantially as set forth.

7. Game apparatus comprising a plate
having an opening therein, said plate having
a portion of its outer edge cut away and the
length of said cut-away portion being greater
than the diameter of the opening of the plate,
substantially as set forth.

8. Game apparatus comprising a plate
having an opening therein, said plate having
a portion of its outer edge cut away and the
Jine of sald cut being curved inwardly of the
plate and being of greater length than the di-
ameter of said opening, substantially as set
forth. -

9. Game apparatus comprising a plate
having a.circular opening therein and a wall
rising from the plate about a ortion of sald
opening, said plate having the outer edge
thereof opposite said wall cut away, substan-
tially as set forth. - |

10. Game apparatus comprising an annu-
lar, metallic p})ate, a wall rising perpendicu-
larly therefrom about a portion of the open-
ing therein, and means for mounting the
plate for rotation, said plate having the outer

o therethrough, said arms having a
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edge thereof opposite said wall cut away and

the line of said cut being curved inwardly of

the plate and being of greater length than the

diameter of the opening in the plate, substan-
tially as set forth. - o
This specification signed and -witnessed
this 24th day of September, 1907.
o JAMES F. HUGHES.
Witnesses: - - S -

D.S. EDMONDS,
S. R. MArcuUS. -
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