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To all whom it may concern: =~

Be it known that we, Jou~x R. MuLLix and
Wirriam B. WiLLiams, citizens of the United
States, residing at Rome, in the county of

Oneida and State of New York, have invent- |

ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Wire-Fasteners; and we do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-

tains to make and use the same.
~ Our invention relates to new and useful-

improvements in wire fasteners and more
particularly to that class adapted to be used
for securing fence wire, or the like, to posts,
and our object is to provide means for se-

“curely holding the fastener to the post. |
A turther object is to provide means for at-

taching the wire to the fastener, after the fas-
post and a
stil further object is to provide means for
preventing the wire from becoming casu ally
disengaged from the fastener. o

Other objects and advantages will be here-
mafter referred to and more particularly
pomnted out in the claims. = |

In the accompanying drawings which are
made a part of this application, Figure'l is a
side elevation of the upper end of a post,
showing orie of our improved fasteners se-
cured thereto, portions of the post being
shown in section, and, Tig. 2 is a top plan
view of a post and fastener, portions of the
post being in section. _

Referring to the drawings in which similar

reference numerals designate corresponding

parts throughout the several views, 1 indi-

~cates a post, such as is commonly employed

In building fence, or the like, and 1s prefler-
ably constructed of wood, and 2 indicates our

- improved fastener or staple, one end of which

is provided with a shank 3. |
The free end of the shank 3 is pomted, so

that the same may be readily entered into !

the post, while the edges of the shank are
provided with a plurality of barbs 4, which
serve to prevent the shank from leaving the
post, after the shank has been once driven
therein. | o

The body of the fastener © is substantially

flat and the vertically extending end portion |
5 18 shightly curved, so that blows may be de- |

livered thereon, to drive the shank into #he

e

post, and m order to reinforce the shanlk aud

~wise becoming loosened, a spur 6 is secured Lo
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- . quiting that ¢
prevent the fastener from twisting, or other- 1

the body portion and at an anele from the
longitudinal plane of the shank 3, so that
when the spur is driven into the post, a firm

anchorage 1s formed §
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or the fastener.

~ Ixtending into the body of the fastener 2
trom the upper edge thereof, is an opening 7,
which is adapted to receive the wires 8, oni-
ployed for forming the fence and in order to
retain ‘the wire in the opening and prevent

the same from casually leaving said opening, .

Nk i
a curved finger 9 is

g from one edge thereof, said finger beng so
arranged that a circuitous path 10 is formed
between the finger and one wall of the Open-
mg 7, the width of the path beine sufficient
Lo receive the wire 8 and by which means
wire is introduced into the opening. |

An auxtiary finger 11 is introduced over
the curved finger 9, from the opposite edpe
oF the opening 7, sald auxiliary finger beme

0
likewise spaced a disiance from the curved

fimger to form a continuation of the puth 10

and to guard against the casual removal of

the wire 8 through the path 10, the upper
edge of the curved finger 9 and the free end
of the auxiliary finger 11eare each provided
with a shoulder 12 and 13, respectively,
which serve to form an ofi-set in the path 10,
mto which the wire passes on its path to or
trom the opening 7.

the spur 11 and shank 3, being extended
from the same edge of the body of the fas-
tener 2 and spaced apart, may be employed

for securing the wive to the vost. in which
o i ]

Instance, the shank is partially driven into

the post, when the wire is placed in position
between the shank and spur and the shenk

then driven home, which will anchor ihe
and the

wire between the shank and spur |
edge of the post, as shown in dotted lines in
Figs. 1 and 2. -

In securing the wire 8 to the fastener, tije
wire 1s first introduced below the free end of
the auxiliary finger 11 and entered into
the path 10, the wire freely passing into the
path untid the shonlder 12 is encountered,
rasing the wire, the same mey |
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when, by 18
e path

enterad mto the curved portion of {he
10 and lowered into the opening 7, the fre
end of the curved finger 9, being sxtended
to a pont adjacent the lower end of the ¢ DON-
1, so that the wive will Bormalty rest in the
upper-edge of the opening and, thereby, re-
e wire ve lowered before it
path 10 and be removed from
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The wire 8 is cauSed to normaﬂy rest in the

ugaper portion of the opening 7 and against
the finger 9, by placing the ends of the wire

in a plane above the path of said openings,
so that when the wires are drawn taut, they
will be held in engagement with the finger 9
and at the upper portion of the opening 7.
It wil thus be.seen that we have provided

~ a very cheap and efficient form of fastener
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said fastener having
-Inwardly from the

for securing line wires to the fence post and
one wherein the wire may be readily attached
or detached from the fastener, after the same
has been secured to the post and it will
further be seen that we have provided means
for preventing casual removal of the wire
from. engagement with the fastener.
- What we claim is:

1. An article of manufacture, comprising
a fastener, having a prong extending from
one end thereof, barbs on said prong, a spur
above said prong, and at an angle thereto,
ing an opening extending
upper edge thereof, a
curved finger extending into said opening
from one edge thereof, an auxiliary finger
extending over the curved finger from the

| from the curved finger to form

884,189

opposite side of the opening and at a distance
a path, and
shoulders on said curved and auxiliary fingers
to form an offset in the path.

30

2. The combination with a post, of & fas-

tener having an opening extended inwardly
from the upper edge thereof; a shank ex-
tending from one end of said fastener, barbs
on sald shank, a spur extending from the
same ena of said fastener and above said
shank, a curved finger extending into said
opening, irom one edge of the opening, an
auxiliary fingér extending over said curved
finger from the opIposite edge of the opening,
coOperating shoulders on said curved and
auxiliary fingers, said fingers being spaced
apart to form a path. |

In testimony whereof we have signed our

names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. -

JOHN R. MULLIN.
WILLIAM B. WILLIAMS

Witnesses: -
SCHUYLER H. SNEETING,
W. E. ScrirTURE, Jr.
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