No. 884177, . PATENTED APR. 7, 1908.
- : J. H. LOWRY.
POST HOLE DIGGER.

- APPLICATION FILED JUNE 11, 1907.

Al

!

3
|

| O | 4
T
AN i &
T N
l )}
i
|
Lr-*-r
1 %__! !
3 |
-
oy !
! !
I |
|l'
l'
l’
)

o J@CO&I?Z&J/% '

JLELsrth Yy v

Attorney

rTHE NORRIS PETERS CG., WASHINGTON, D. &



5

10

1o

20

29

30

35

4()

45

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JACOB H. LOWRY, OF L

tNOIR CITY, TENNESSEE.

POST-HOLE DIGGER.

No. 884,177.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented April 7, 1908. -

Application filed June 11, 1907. Serial No. 378,426.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JacoB H. Lowry, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Lenoir City, in the county of Loudon and
State of Tennessee, have invented new and
usetul Improvements in Post-Hole Diggers,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention is an improved post hole
digger and it consists in the construction,
combination and arrangement of devices
hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of my invention is to combine

with one of the shovels which form the post |

hole, a sleeve which is connected to such
shovel for vertical longitudinal movement

~and to which the handle is attached, and a

point for digging up the earth at the center
of the post hole and which may be operated
in advance of the said shovel and is detach-
ably connected to the said sleeve.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a slde elevation of a post hole digger em-
bodying my mnvention. Fig. 2 is a similar
view at right angles to Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a
vertical sectional view of the same.

My mmproved post hole digger comprises a
shovel 1 and a shovel 12 which are respec-
tively provided with handles 4 and 13. The
shovel 1 1s formed at its upper end with a
tubular head 2 in which operates the longi-
tudinally movable tubular sleeve 3. The
handle 4 of such shovel has its lower end de-
tachably secured in the upper portion of the
bore of said sleeve by means of the bolt or
other suitable device 5. The lower portion
of the tubular head 2 is curved inwardly at
opposite sides to form concaved cam surfaces
6 and a depending point orshoulder 7 between
such cam surfaces and opposite the shovel 1.

The wedge-shaped or other suitably
shaped digging point 8 is provided at its

upper end with the stem 9 to enter the lower |

portion of the bore of the sleeve 3, with
shoulders 10 to engage the lower end of said
sleeve and to also engage the concaved cam
surface 6 so that the latter, when the digger
1s at work and the point 8 is resisted by the

—

earth, will keep the broadened portion of
such point opposite the shovel. A set screw
or other suitable device 11 1is provided to se-

- cure the stem of the point in the bore of the

sleeve.

When the sleeve is drawn upwardly in the

head of the shovel to dispose the shoulder 10
of the point in contact with the cam surface
6 of the shovel head, the shovel 1 extends
downwardly beyond the point and may be
caused to operate in advance of the point.
By forcing the sleeve downwardly, the point
may be projected beyond and below the
shovel and employed to loosen the earth at
the center of the hole and co-act with the

| shovels 1, 12 in removing earth from the post,

hole. The shovels are provided on their op-
posing sides with lugs 14 pivotally connected
together by a bolt 15, thereby effecting a
hinge connection between the shovels, and
the shovels are further provided at their
upper ends on their opposing sides with studs
16 which come in contact with each other
when the handles 4 and 13 are parallel and
hold the handles and the shovels in such
position. |

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A post hole digger having a shovel pro-
vided with a tubular head, a sleeve movable
longitudinally in said head and providing for
the attachment of the handle, and a point
having a stem for insertion in the lower end
of the bore of said sleeve.

2. A post hole digger having a shovel and
a digging point disposed concentrically with
reference to the shovel and adapted for longi-
tudinal movement with respect thereto so
that either the shovel or the point may be
projected at will.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

_ | JACOB H. LOWRY.

Witnesses:

BeTTIiE SUMMITT,
GEORGIE SUMMITT.
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