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" ticular reference

provide a vault

 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM A. CREW, OF SALISBURY, MARYLAND.

No. 883,627.

Specification of Letters Patent.

- Patented March 31, 1808.

Application filed March 25, 1907, Serial No. 364,466

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiam A. CREW, a

citizen of the United States, residing at
Salisbury, in the county of Wicomico, State
of Maryland, have invented certaln new and

useful Improvements in Grave-Vaults; and

I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
%@I‘s skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
sae. ' N |
This invention relates to-new and useful
improvements in grave vaults, and has par-
to a grave vault constructed
of interchangeable sections which may be
readily packed and transported. .
"The invention aims as a primary object to
in which tE__e
the inner- faces of the side and énd blocks
are undercut, to form inclined overhanging
shoulders which afford a more perfect re-
taining means for the cement in the joint be-
tween said blocks and the base blocks; in the

formation of tenons on the base and cover

blocks, the side .and end blocks being con-

structed to fit against the shoulders afforded

by said tenons, thereby
ward movement on said blocks due to pres-

 gure-of the earth thereagainst; and in the
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‘moved. _ )
“of one-of the end blocks of the side walls of
' the vault, the other end blocks being similar |

" gpective view of

provision of animproved rabbet joint between:
_the adjacent sections of

the cover, sides,

+
-

‘ends and base of the vault, said rabbeted
substantial dove-tail retain--

joint including a sul
prevent the gravitating  dis-
lacement of
ate-the parts.

- The detailed _cons‘triuﬁ_tion will appea_r in
the course of the following description, in

which reference is had to the accompany-

) ing 'dl;&wi.nﬁs forming a part of this s'.péciﬁca.— -
-~ tion, ike characters of reference d‘es:tgnatipg

simiit-i,r parts thmug_hbut the several views,

wherein,

Figure 1 is a top plan view of & vault con-
structed in accordance with this invention,
the vault cover being removed, Fig. 2 1s a
longitudinal vertical section wth the COVer 1n
place.
onr.the line 3—3

vault, the sides and top thereof being re-
Fig. 5 is a detailed perspective-view

in construetion. Iig.

lower edges of

‘the end base blocks 1
tenions 5 and with side tenons 6, which afford

reventing any in-

grooves

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical section
| of Fig..2. Fig. 415 a de-
‘tailed perspective view of the bottom of the

 dercut shoulder 15 ada _ e
raised portion 7 of the blocks 1 to retain the -

6 is a .detaledper-
one of the end blocks em-

ployed in the top of the vault, the other end
block being a
struction. ~Tig. 7 is a detailed perspective
view of one 0% the end blocks employed 1n

‘the formation of the body of the vault.

substantial duplicate. in con--

60

" The vault as constituted in the present in--
vention comprises in its construction base

blocks 1, side blocks 2, end blocks 3 disposed

‘between the side blocks and su}éﬁ)orted on the

end base blocks, and cover blocks 4 sup-

ported on the end and adjacent side blocks,

the relative arrangement thereof being shown.

in Fig. 2. The following description will
treat of the blocks with reference to their

69

70

individual construction, and also with refer- -

ence to their assembled relation constitut-
ing the vault as an entirety.

"By reference to Fig. 4, it will be noted that _'

are formed with énd

s continuous seat or shelf extending around
three sides of said end blocks.

75

The blocks

1 intervening between the end blocks are .

provided with side tenons 6, which are alined
with the sidé tenons on the end blocks, to

of the blocks 1 are correspondingly
tormed with cutrved ribs 8 and with curved

‘grooves 9, to receive the respective adjacent
'  ribs, and to constitute a locking joint.. The
the cement employed to articu- | :

joint thus formed is of novel construction m

‘that the ribs 8 are so Frolportioned as not to
~wholly fill the spaces

| ormed. by the grooves
9 whereby when said ribs are engaged in. sald
{ransverse spaces 10 occur therebe-
fween for the introduction of a binding agent.

‘The outer edges of the

| lation to said grooves and the edges of the

raised portions 7 of the underneath portion

of the blocks 1 adjacent the ribs 8 are beveled,
‘as at 12, in convergent relation to the bev-
Tt will thus be seen that the
edges 12 and 11 afford & substantial dove-
105
means for the cement employed as‘a binding .
| acent between the blocks 1 in their assem-

sled edges 11.

tail groove, which affords a perfect retaining

bled relation.:

*. The side blocks 2
pending tenons 14, each formed with an un-
ted to overhang the

80

‘complete the above mentioned shelf, so that .-
it extends wholly around the four sides of
the base of the vault. It will thus be seen
| that central raised portions 7 are provided
between the side tenons 6. The transverse .

edges

85
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_ ooves 9 are bev-
sled, as at 11, to extend forwardly with re- .

100

are Qonétfucted with de-

110



| - 3 0 tenons 19 of the blocks 3 .are. 1111-}[;0&6.(1 upon

o 35 5 and 6 and the depending tenons 14 and 19.
o To this end the ‘

s tively provided- with grooves 24 and 25 on
ESoe - their upper surfaces and -extend longitudi--
. nally of said fenons. The grooves 24 and 25

~ 1 40 register to afford & continuous. rect ular

45 lower beveled edge 22 of the raised portion
Co o 21'affords a shoulder overhanging the end of |

o " 50 27i5introduced:;beﬁw66nsa,i'd sh

- andtoeffecta lockingjoint therebotweer: - .

60 the under edged of the s blocks' 2, an

o Biﬁding agent interposed between the same |

20

- understood. . While it is preferred to- em.-

- and the edges of the - 2( :
. adjacent edges oi-the tenons 16 may be plain.

- §rooye extending about the base of the

o introduced into sald grooves and grips the
. lower edges-of the tenons 14 and 19 . The-

+ .. like manner, a bindi
-’ - Into the inner and outer _

.55 afforded between the beveled edges 11 and .

. 12 between the similar edges 29 and 30 of

- the beveled edges 31 and 32 of the Tibs 33

U fungtions to the ribs

~» . The cover.blocks 4 are similar in construc-
85 tion to the base blocks i;tlﬁﬁendﬁblbcksq L

and said raised portion. The end side blocks
2 are formed with vertical end ‘tenons 16, as
15 clearly shown in Fig. 5. The end tenons |

5§ 16 are provided with vertical grooves 17,
* similar in construction and proportion to the.
grooves 9. The tenons 16 afford vertical
end shoulders .18, which constitute stops for
the end blocks 3, The latter are each formed

10 with depending tenons 19 and with vertical
side tenons 20." Between the side tenons 20
- & central raised portion 21 ig afforded, the
side and . lower egges of which are- beveled,
88 al 22, to afford a projection overbanging

15 the blocks 1 and 2 ‘adjaecent thereto. The
~ Lenons 20 engage the | oulders 18 as stops,
to prevent the inward. movement of said end -
- blocks under pressure. The -vertical edges’
- of the‘end‘hlopfr,g 3 are provided with ribs 23, |
similar-in construction to the ribs 8, and in~
- terfitting’ the grooves 17 as' will ‘'be readily

L]

 ploy the rib and groove joint between  the
end blocks 3 and the side blocks 2, such con-

25 struction is not essential to the perfect ar- |

ticulation of the Iil_arts"cﬁmprisjllg the vault,
! .

he tenons 20, as well as the
The tenons 14.of the blocks 2 ‘and the

- the res ective tenons 6 and 5 of the adjacent
It is preferred in this dis-
position of the parts to Provide a positive
“Jocking means between the supporting tenons

tenons.5'and 6 are respec-

ock, and a cementitious binding agent 261s

F 1

the adjacent raised portion 7, similar to the |

"“. " shoulder 15 overhanging the sides of said

" raised portions; A cementitious binding agent

oulders 15and-

- 22'and the raised portions 7 to seal the parts

' ng agent 28 is introduced
outer deve-tail orooves

~the ribs 23 and ‘the grooves 17, and. between
- and grooves 34, extending vertically along

similar in ‘construction, proportions - and

_ . 8 and 9 and the edges |
11 &nd12 th&l’ﬁ(}f; ' A RN T

.and grooves. 38 and 39

,imposed upon said base in the

projected between the'end side blocks 2 and
imposed upon the base 1.in the manner de-

{ -8 Inore

883,827

being provided with end tenons 35 and with
side tenons 36, and the blocks interveni
between the end blocks also being provide
with said tenons 36 alined with the similar
side tenons of the end cover blocks 4. Be- g4
tween the tenons thus provided depending
central portions 37 are provided, which bear
against the sides of the adjacent blocks 2 and

3, the.tenons 35 and 36 constituting a sus-
Ppension mears for the.blocks 4, said central . qg
portions being likewise - provided with ribs
similar in every re-
spect to the ribs and grooves 8 and 9, and
formed on the transverse ends of said blocks.
The ribs -and grooves 38 and 39 have con- 80
fronting beveled edges 40 and 41, similar to

‘the edges 11 and 12, between which a bind-~

agont 38 s dougnag uged: | The binding
gent 28 1s designed to be also introduced

-

1n the spaces between. the ‘several ribs and g

grooves 8 and 9, 23 and 17, and 33 and 34,
and the binding agent 42
‘duced in the ‘spaces.

1s likewise intro-
_ between. . the ribs 38
and ‘the groeves 39, - . -
The manner of use wiil be readily a,

parent gg
from. the -foregoing description. The base .
formed by the blocks 1 is assembled "as an
entirety, and the .side blocks 2, after being
articulated to form continuous side walls, are

' manner de- gy
scribed, the joints between the side walls and =
the base-being-sealed and locked by the bind-- .
ing.agent 27. The end- blocks 3 are then -

100
scribed, the joint between sald end blocks 3 |
and the base 1 being likewise sealed and
locked by the binding agent 27..

The blocks 4 aré assembled to constitute
the cover as an entirety, and such cover is

1056
then imposed on the u per edges-of the side

_blocks 2 and the end blocks 3, the tenons 35 .
and 36 constituting I
'will, of course, be understood that the bind- o
Ing agent 28 is introduced when the sides and 119

suspension means.

T

. ¥

base of the.vault are individually assembled.

" The various blocks employed may be inex-

pensively molded from cement or like ma-

terial, and prior to use may be: convenientlﬁ |
115

Ppacked for shipping.in 4 comparatively sma,

space. . The provision of the raised portions = -

7 and the similar portions on the side and end

|

 blocks in coaction with the tenons abutting -

same, completely prevents. any inward

the

‘movement of the end. or side blocks, and this 129
- holds the entire structure in shape, while the '~

Joints between the dverh&nging edges.15 and:

22.and theraised portions 7 adjacent thereto, -

forms: a rigid tie extending entirely around -

{"the vault on the inside thereof.” - ..

mei to the provision of inner and outer
grooves-

125

etween each pair-of adjacent blocks,

erfect, water-tight joint is obtained o
than if there were & single groove, as there are
practically -two separate joints in each. in~ 139

k
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‘stance, thus giving double adhesiveness. The
outer edges of the cover blocks do not extend

as far as the sides and ends of the vault, thus
leaving room for another layer of cement ex-
tending entirely around the top of the vault.

It is preferred to provide the upper end of the

several blocks with & layer of cement between
the same and the cover blocks 4, to effect a
sealed joint. |
Whil]e- the elemments herein shown and de-
seribed are well adapted to serve the func-

tions set forth, it is obvious that various mi-

nor changes may be made in the proportions, :
~ shape, and arrangement of the several parts, '
15 without departing from the spirit and scope

of my invention, as defined in the appended
claim.™ -

- What is tlaimed, 15— - |
In a portable grave vault, the combination
of base and cover blocks and side and end
blocks, said blocks having their meetin
edges respectively formed with grooves an
ribs,said grooves affording a seat for saidribs
and being respectively provided with con-

fronting converging spaced beveled edges ad-.
jacent said respective grooves and ribs to af- -

ford a dove-tail seat for a sealing composi-
tion. | |

~ In testimony whereof, I afﬁx my signature,

in presence of two witnesses. o
| - WILLIAM A/CREW.
Witnesses: : | |
-Isaac L. Price,
A. MorrisoN TurLn.
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