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To all whom it may CONCErn.:

Be it known that I, ArTHUR HOLMES
KxNox, a citizen of the U_Illt_ed States, resid-

g at'Alpena 1 the county of Jerauld and |

State of South Dakota, have invented new

~and useful Impravements mn Pitchforks, of

Whlch the following,is a specification.
This mvention relates to pitchforks and
one of the principal objects of the mventlon

15 to provide simple, reliable and e
means for cleaning the fork of all el

material, at each and every delivery.
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Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a sliding cleaner connected to the tines
of the fork and provided with means con-
nected to the handle for operating the' cleaner
and for moving it toward the ends of the

tines.

These and other ob]ects may be attamed
by means of the construction illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which,

Higure 1 1s a perspective view of a pitch-
fork provided with my improvement, the

~cleaner being shown in its upper position.
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between the cleaner and the lever.
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~ round a sleeve 8, said sleeve being connected |
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[ig. 2 1s a similar view showing the cleaner
m 1ts outer position. Iig. 3 is a vertical
section taken through the double lever for
Feratmg the cleaner. Fig. 4 is a front

evation of the cleaner showing the tines of

the fork m section. Iig. 5 is a plan view of
the cleaner and the oper&tmg connectmns
Kig. 6
lan view of a hand hold for the handle
fork. Kig. 71

IS &
of the

numeral 1 designates the handle of the
pitchfork and 2 are the tines of the fork.

The cleaner consists of a single length of _

wire bent in the form of three 100ps

through which the tines 2 pass and the ends
of the wire forming the cleaner being se-
cured by means of clips 4 bent around the

- ends of the wire and. around the contracted

portion of the cleaner. Connecting rods 5
are secured to the clips by means of bolts 6
which pass through
loops formed upon -

he ends of the connect-

ing rods 5, as shown more particularly in

Fig. 5. The opposite ends of the connecting
rods 5 are provided with loops 7 which sur-

by means ot a bolt 9 to the two arms 10

clent |
mgmg

a similar view taken
from the opposite 51de of the handle from'
- that shown m Fig. 6 |

Referring to the drawmg for a more par— '-
ticular descrlptlon of my imvention, the

the clips and through 4

Sp'eciﬁcationlof L_e_ttérs Patent.
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_of the dbuble lever.
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connected to the handle 1 of the pitchfork
by means of yokes 11 which engage the
handle 1, said yokes being provided with
trunnions 12 which pass through the arms 10
and through washer plates 13 secured to the
outer sides of the arms 10 by means of bolts
or rivets 14. The yokes 11 are secured to-

This lever is pivotally
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gether by means of bolts 15 upon opposite

sides of the handle 1, as shown more par-
ticularly in Fig. 3. Between the arms 10 of
the double lever is:pivotally connected a
sleeve 16 by means of a bolt 17 and a chain
18 1s connected to the sleeve 16 and the op-
posite end of said chain i1s detachably con-
nected to a snap hook 19, said snap hook
bemg connected by means of a leather strap

lexible sliding
ing the handle 1 of the pltchfork This

sliding sleeve is provided with an enlarge-
ment or stop 22 for the hand of the operator,

and is slotted or open from between points
of connection of strap 20 to flange or stop 22.
- As shown in Figs. 6 and 7, a hand hold

comprising a piece of leather or other suit-

able material 23 surrounds the handle 1 and

a crossed strap 24 is connected to the wrist of
the operator and one member of said strap
passes through a loop 25 on the other mem-
ber of the Str&p and the ends of this strap are
secured to the leather piece 23. The snap

hook 19 i1s connected to the crossed strap and

a flexible keeper 26 1s secured to the leather
23 to accommodate the first three fingers of

the hand while a similar loop 27 is secured to

sleeve 21, surround-
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the leather to accommodate the little finger

of the hand. These hand holds may be sub-

stituted for the one shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
The operation of mniy invention may be

briefly described as follows:—In using the

pitchfork whenever 1t is desired to clean the
tines, the sliding hand hold is moved upward

95

on the handle 1 while the shiding cleaner 1s

moved outwardly to the position shown in
Kig. 2. The cleaner loops are moved back-
ward on the tines as the fork is inserted in the

hay or other material being operated upon.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that

‘a pitchfork cleaner made in accordance with

my invention is of comparatwely simple con-

struction, can be readily-applied to any pitch-

fork mthout alteration of the pitchfork or
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handle and that the cost of construction is

comparatively shight and that the device is
strong, durable and efficient for its purpose.
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Having thus described the invention, what | sliding hand hold to which the opp031te end 10

1s claimed as new, 1s:— of said chain is connected.
A pitchfork cleaner comprising a strand of In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
eri bentkto form loops tg surround Ehe tmes In presence of two ‘Wltnesses
5 of the fork, connecting rods connected to sai1
cleaner, a double 1evegr pivoted to the handle | ARTHUR HOLMES KNOZX
of the fork, said connecting rods being con- Witnesses:
nected to one end of said lever, a chain con- F. E. MANNING
nected to the opposite end of said lever and a J. W, DAUBENMIER.
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