No. 883,499, , ' S PATENTED MAR. 81, 1008,
| | | . W Ei E_i.i.rI.H | -
‘COUPLING MEMBER POR T00L EANDLES,

APPLICATION FILED APR. 17,1806, -

e
e i e
£ O3 WV

JH V1t fﬂﬁ

AR brrosnca " o pﬁW&ffgéi%
%/ﬁﬂfmm . " W M(ﬁ @iﬁfw%

\dfﬁj %mﬂﬁ{" *. Abior net -



10

citizen of the _ _
rmeville, in the county of Bell and State of
Kentucky; have invented néw and useful Im-
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To all whom ¢ may.cmcem: )

that I, Wirrram E. Smrrn, a
‘United .States, residing at

Be it known

t

provements m Coupling Members for Tool-

Handles,.of which the following is a specifi- |
~cation. | - o

~ This invention relates to coupling mem-
bers designed for use in repairing shovel or
other tool handles in the event of the latier

- being broken, and has for its-objects to pro-

~duce a comparatively. |
“device of this character which may be read-
15 ,
‘tions of the handle will be

simple, inexpensive

ily applied for use, and one whereby the sec-

firmly and se-

curely united. - . o
With tliese and other objects in view, the

- Invention comprises the novel features of
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construction and combination of parts more _
i | are of less diameter than the two hand

fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 is
a plan view of
‘proved coupler ap

a shovel showing the im-
plied te and for connecting
the sections of the ",
a longitudinal section centrally through the
coupling member and showing the same on a
larger scale.. N o

_Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
shovel or other tool having a handle 2 pro-

- vided at its outer end with a hand plece 3

35

40

45

- tions connected by

relatively short lengt _
respectively the ends of the handle sections |

which, together with the other parts, is of
the usual form and construection and adapted
to perform its ordinary funecticns.

The handle 2 is made in two parts or sec-

a coupling member 4 mn
the form of a tubular sleeve having at its

longitudinal center a transverse solid and
rigid partition or head 5 dividing the mem-
artments or sockets of

ber mto a pair of com

adapted to receive

and having transverse perforations 6 through

which are entered fasteninge members or |
to secure the handle sections in the

secrews 7

sieeve,

handle thereof. Fig. 2 is.
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In practice, . shpﬂld the grip piece 3 be

tially as specified.

oroken, as frequently occurs in devices of
this class, the outer portion or sections of the
handle may be disconnected by removing
the screws 7 to permit its replacement by a
new sectlon' having 'an undamaged grip
The handie may be initially made in
two sections connected by the coupling mem-
ber 4 or the member may be employed for at-

taching one of the outer sections to an old

handle which has been broken in use.

Lhis invention is especially adapted as an
emergency - coupler or mending device, and

as 1n the case of broken tool handles, such as
shovels, pitchforks, rakes, hoes, ete., they

could be easily mended without the services

of a blacksmith or other mechanic. Should
a handle be broken, the broken ends thereof
are whittled or trimmmed down until the ends

ariven into
63)1'
and should one end be driven in place and
secured therein, it 1s not possible o drive it

50

58

50

65

can penetrate the sockets, and are then -
place, (as usually the couplers
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out when the other end is drivern in from the
opposite side, owing to the solid head be-

tween the socket. | | _
- Having thus described my invention, what
Lelammis: e
A coupler for sectional handles of shovels

and the Jike comprising a tubular member of
relatively short length constructed of rigid
unylelding material and having a eentral in-

tegral partition therein to provide two sepa-

‘rate and mdependent sockets so as to pérmit
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each section of handle to be driven fherein -

with their inner ends engaging with the sail

‘partition, each of said sockets having open-

ings therein and securing devices inserted
through said openings and into the inclosed
portions of the sections of handles, substan-
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
m presence of two witnesses. :
B WILLIAM E. SMITII.
Witnesses: - '

- Gro. H. RrzusE,
- R. X Samures.
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