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To all whom 1t may concern: _

Be it known that I, Fraxnk DURGIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Sloux,
in the county of Dakota and State of Ne-
braska, have invented a new and useful
Draft-Equalizer, of which the following 1s a
specification. o -

This invention relates to a removable at-
tachment or bracket for application to heavy
vehicles for equalizing the draft of an un-
equal number of horses abreast when the
vehicle has but one tongue or pole.
~ The object of this invention is to provide a
simple, strong and quickly applied bracket
attachment to a vehicle pole with which a
horse evener is coupled in the same manner
as a double tree is fastened to the tongue.
To the horse evener, a double tree and swingle

trees are fastened in a way well understood.

In the accompanying drawings: Ifigure 1

is a plan view of the draft gear of a wagon

with the improvement attached. Fig. 21s a
perspective view of the removable bracket
detached. -

‘Similar reference numerals are used on the
same parts in both figures.

Referring to Fig. 1 the numeral 1 indicates
part of the draft gear of a vehicle of which
the hounds are numbered 2. Between the
hounds are side pieces 3 attached to the rear
end of the tongue 4 pivoted to the hounds by
a bar 5 passing therethrough and through the
tonoue and side pieces 3. '

The improved bracket 6 to which the

evener or equalizer 7 is attached, consists of
a strip of plate metal, steel preferred, made
in angular or V form by stamping it from a
plate of metal either directly, or 11 & Narrow

strip and then bending it edgewise to shape.
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The forward arm 8 of the bracket 6 has on 1ts
end a head or widened portion 9 provided
with a slot or a plurality of holes 10 through
which and through the hole in the tongue for
the usual double tree bolt, a fastening bolt
11 is passed to secure the enlarged end 9 of
the bracket arm to the tongue. The bracket
arm 8 projects in a straight line on one side
of the tongoue 4 at a right angle thereto, as
far as necessary for the attachment of the

50 equalizer 7, the bracket there has a turn 12

55 end of the tongue,

to the rear and inwardly and extends in a
straight line to the tongue forming a brace
arm 13 the end of which is bent into the
shape of a hook 14 which engages the inner
just in rear of the pivot

bar 5.
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1is quickly

At the point where the equalizer 7 is to be
attached to the arm & of the bracket there 1s

o vertical perforation 15 over which lies the

hammer plate 16 extending forwardly from
its attachment to the rear arm 13 ot the
bracket 6. The hammer
perforation for a bolt 17 extending there-
through, through the equalizer and the arm
3, being secured below the bracket by a nut
18. The simplicity of the invention is self
evident; but one bolt is needed to fasten 1t
in place and that bolt
always formed in a tongue. The inner end
of the brace arm 13 is bent to such shape that
it snugly embraces the inner end of the
tongue and holds the bracket thoroughly
steady and in perfect balance. 'The bracket

vehicle by loosening or removing one bolt
only and as easily applied. It possesses
oreat durability and produces-the smallest

possible side draft.
Having thus described the invention, what

| is elaimed 1s:—

1. In a draft equalizer, a tongue, combined
with an integral angular or V shaped bracket
projecting from one side thereof, the front
arm of said bracket being firmly bolted to
said tongue, and the rear arm provided with

plate has also a

passes through a hole

adjusted, or detached irom a
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a hooked end to engage the side of the tongue

in rear of the first arm, and means for attach-

ing an equalizer bar to the bracket.
2. In a draft equalizer, a tongue, combined

with an angular or V shaped bracket, the

front arm of said bracket firmly bolted to
said tongue and projecting to one side of and
perpendicular to the same, a brace arm
intecral with and extending from the first
mentioned arm rearwardly and at an angle
thereto and has its end shaped into a hook to
engage one side of the tongue In rear of 1ts
pivot bar, a hammer strap attached to the
brace arm and extending forwardly over the
other arm, and an equalizer bar pivoted
between the hammer strap and the bracket
arm below. |

2. In a draft equalizer, a tongue, combined

with a skeleton bracket of angular or V shape

the front arm of said bracket having a trans-
verse head on one end having a plurality ot
holes through which the bolt is passed for
attaching it to the tongue, said arm project-
ing perpendicular to the tongue on one side
and having an opening for a draft bolt, an
integral brace arm extending rearward from

‘the first mentioned arm and having its end
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hooked around the pole, and a hammer strap | strap rastened to the last named arm and
attached to the brace arm and extending extending over the first named arm perpen-

over sald first named arm perpendicular | dicular thereto and in a different plane, a bolt 15

thereto, and an equalizer mounted on the | hole passing through the hammer strap and
5 bracket. the first named arm in line with each other.

4. As an article of ma,nufacture, a bracket In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
for draft equalizers comprising an integral my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
V-shaped skeleton structure, one arm of | in the presence of two witnesses.

which has at its end a transverse head with | FRANK DURGIN.
10 bolt openings therethrough disposed in a line Witnesses: |
transverse to said arm, the other arm having K. A, Woonp,

its end formed into a hook, and a hammer | Frank MobpLiN,
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