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Lo all whom it may concern: -

Be 1t known that I, ANprEw B. IIaDEAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in a Pocket Tobacco Case
and Cutter, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to improvements in
a device to be used for incasing or holding a
piece or a portion of a plug of tobacco so that
1t may be carried in the pocket of the user
without soiling the clothes and without be-
coming saturated with perspiration, and for
cutting off portions of the piece or plug for
use 1n chewing or for a pipe; and it consists
In certain peculiarities of the construction,
novel arrangement, and operation of the
various parts thereof, as will be hereinafter
more fully set forth and specifically claimed.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a combined tobacco case and cutter
of the above - described character, which
shall be simple and inexpensive in construc-

tion, strong, durable and effective in opera-

- tion, and so made that in the operation of

30

- 35

40

45

50

535

opening the cutting members or blades the
plece of tobacco will be automatically pro-
jected at a sufficient distance through the
front portion of the casing to permit of a
portion thereof being cut off by means of
the blades in the operation of closing the
members so as to form a tightly closed casing
for the tobacco, thus preventing it coming in
contact with the clothes of the wearer and
soiling the same, and also protecting the
tobacco from perspiration.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be disclosed in the subjoined: de-
seription and explanation.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains, to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
1t, referring to the accompanying drawing,
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the casing
and cutter showing its parts in their closed
positions as they will appear when viewed
from the front portion; Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view taken on line 2—2 of Fig.
1 looking in the direction indicated by the
arrows showing the parts closed and a piece
of tobacco located therein; Fig. 3 is a similar
view taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1, but show-
ing the position of the parts when the cut-
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ting members have been opened and a piece
of tobacco projected forwardly so that a por-
tion thereof may be cut ofl by means of the
blades or knives of the cutting members: and
[1ig. 4 1s a perspective view of the tobacco-
holder and guide for the spring-actuated
plunger used for forwardly projecting the
plece of tobacco.

Like numerals of relerence, refer to cor-
responding parts throughout the different
views of the drawing.

The reference numeral 10 designates, as a
whole, the holder for the piece of tobacco and
comprises two upright parallel side pieces 11
which are joined together by u transverse
portion 12 at their rear ends while their front
ends are left free or disconnected so that the
piece of tobacco may be inserted between
sald ends and projected from the same.
Itach of the side members 11 is provided at
eachh ol 1ts edges with an inwardly extending
flange 13 which will act as guides for the
piece of tobacco as well as for the spring-
actuated plunger which is used to project
the tobacco through the open end of the
casing, as will be presently explained.

While I prefer to make the holder, as
shown In Fig. 4, rectangular in cross-section
and with its top and bottom portions mainly
open, yet 1t 1s evident that they may be
closed, and that the shape of the casing may
be other than rectangular, as shown. Se-
cured to each of the side pieces 11 is a spring

14 which project beyond the front ends of the

sides 11, and each has an inturned projection
15 to engage the Iront end of the piece of to-
bacco 16 so as to check or stop its forward
movement. Secured at one of its ends to
the inner surface of the rear portion 12 of the
holder is a spring 17 which has mounted on
1ts other end a plunger 18 which is of a proper
size and shape to fit snugly in the holder vet
so as to move freely therein. Pivotally se-
cured to thesides of theholdernearitsrearend
and near its top and bottom as at 19 (see Fig.
3) are the prongs or sides 20 of two cutting
members 21 each of which extends across
the front portion of the holder 10 and is pro-
vided with an inwardly extending blade 22
which are adapted to meet or approximate
each other at their cutting edges, when the
members carrying the same are forced to-
gether 1n the operationof cutting the tobacco.
The prongs or sides 20 of each of the cutting
members extend rearwardly from the trans-
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apart so as to embrace the sides of the holder
10, as will be readily understood by reference
to the drawing. _ |
Pivotally secured near their front ends to
the sides of each of the members 21 and near

ite front end is a lever 23 which have their .

front ends pivotally secured together as at 24
(see Fig. 1 of the drawing), and each of the
levers 23 is perfectly made in the form ot a
box-like casing adapted to fit over the main
portion of the prongs of the cutting members,
and the rear portion of the tobaccoholder, yet
when in their closed positions will be slightly
separated at their rear ends so that they may
be readily grasped by the hands of the user
and opened outwardly, in which operation
it is apparent that the cutting members 21
will also be moved outwardly and from each
other as shown in Fig. 3, in which move-
ment the piece of tobacco 16 will be forced
forwardly by means of the spring 17 and
plunger 18 until the projections 15 on the
springs 14 engage the front end of the piece
16 when its further forward movement will
be prevented. When thus held 1 1ts pro-
jected position it is obvious that by pressing
the levers 23 towards each other the blades
22 of the cutting members will be forced into
the piece of tobacco so as to sever its front
portion, in which positions the blades will
cover the front end of the piece 16 of tobacco
and prevent it being projected from the
casing.

By reference to Fig. 1 it will be seen and
understood that the front portion of each of

‘the levers 23 1s cut away as at 25, thus pro-
viding forwardly projecting extensions of said

levers and also furnishing recesses 1n which
the transverse portions 21 of the cutting
members may fit and operate. The rear
portion of each of the prongs 20 of the cutting
members is provided with a segmental gear
26 just below their pivots 19 and mesh with
one another so as to cause the blades 22 on
the front ends of the cutting members to act
uniformly in their operation of severing a
plece of tobacco.

From the foregoing and by reference to the
drawing it will be clearly understood and
readily seen that the improved tobacco case
and cutter constructed according to my in-
vention is of an extremely simple nature and
is especially well adapted for use by reason of
its compact form and character of its opera-
tion, and it will also be obvious from the
above description that the device 1s suscep-
tible of considerable modification without
material departure from the principles and
spirit of the invention, and for this reason 1

~do not desire to be understood as limiting

65

myself to the precise form and arrangement
of the several parts of the device as herein
set forth in carrying out my invention 1n
practice.. '

verse portion 21 thereof, and are spaced |

|
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Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters-Patent, 1s— .

1. A tobacco case and cutter consisting ot
a holder having one of its ends open, a pair of
blade-carrying-members pivotally secured to
the holder, a blade on the front portion of
cach of said members, a pair of levers pivot-
ally connected at their front ends and each

fulerumed on one of the blade-carrying-mem-
bers, and a spring-actuated plunger located

in the holder.
2. A tobacco case and cutter consisting of
a holder having one of its ends open, a pair of

| blade-carrying-members pivotally secured at

their rear portions to the rear part of the
holder, a blade on the front portion of each of

said members adapted to extend across and

in front of the holder, a pair of levers pivot-
ally connected at their front ends and each
fulerumed on the front portion of one of the

blade-carrying-members, and a spring-actu-

ated plunger located in the holder.
3. A tobacco case and cutter consisting of

a holder having one of its ends open, a spring
-on the open or front part of the holder pro-

vided with an inwardly extended projection,
a pair of blade-carrying-members pivotally
secured to the holder, a blade on the front
portion of each of said members, a pair
of levers pivotally connected at their front
ends and each fulcrumed on one of the blade-
carrying - members, and a.spring - actuated
plunger located in the holder.

4. A tobacco case and cutter consisting of

a holder having one of its ends open, a pair.

of springs located on the holder at 1ts open
end and opposite each other, each of said
springs having an inwardly extended pro-
jection at its outer end, a pair of blade-carry-
ing-members pivotally secured to the holder,
a blade on the front portion of each of said
members and adapted to extend across and
in front of the open end of the holder, a pair
of levers pivotally connected at their front
ends and each fulerumed on one of the blade-
carrying - members, and a spring - actuated

| plunger located in the holder. |
5. A tobacco case and cutter consisting of

a holder having one of its ends open, a pair
of blade-carrying-members each comprising
a transverse portion having rearwardly ex-
tending and parallel prongs pivotally secured
at their rear portions to the sides of the
holder near its rear end, a blade on the front
portion of each of said members, a pair of
levers pivotally connected at their front
ends and each fulerumed on one of the blade-
carrying - members, and a spring - actuated
plunger located in the holder. -

6. A tobacco case and cutter consisting ot
a holder having one of its ends open, a pair
of springs secured to the holder at its open
end and each having atits freeend aninwardly

- 'e:x:tending projection, a pair of blade-carry-
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Ing-members each comprising a transverse
portion provided with rearwardly extending
parallel prongs pivotally secured at their
rear ends to the rear portion of the holder,
sald prongs having at their rear portions
segmental gears to intermesh with one
another 1n pairs, a blade on the front portion

of each of sald members, a pair of levers |

pivotally connected at their front ends and
each fulerumed on one of the blade-carrying- 10
members, and a spring-actuated plunger lo-
cated 1n the holder.

ANDREW B. HADEAN.

Witnesses: |
CraAs. C. TiLLMAN,
M. A. NYMAN,
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