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To all whom it may concern:

‘Be 1t known that I, MorTON B FITTS a,
citizen of the Umted States and a remdent
of Minneapolis, in the county of Ottawa and

State of Kansas, have invented an Improved
Clothes - Drier, of which the following is

specification.

My invention is an 1mpr0vement 1n clothes

. driers of that class in which a series of frames.

adapted to serve as clothes—ha,ngers proper,

are suspended from ropes or wires.

'The invention is embodied in the conswuc—
tion of the clothes - hangers proper, in their

~attachment to and support on the ropes or

wires, in means for detachably connecting
the several hangers, means for moving the
clothes - hangers outward and means for

lowering, raising, and securmg the ropes or
‘wires at one end of the same. _
The details of construction, arrangement,

and combination of parts are as hereinafter

- described and illustrated in the accompany-
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ing drawings in which
- Figure 1 is a perspective view 1llustratmg
my improved clothes-drier as a whole.

proper. Fig. 31is a cross section on the hne
3—3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 1s a perspective view
of one end of a clothes—hanger proper. .
In Fig. 1, the numeral 1 indicates the par-

“allel ropes Whlch are attached by hooks 2 at
one end to a vertically movable bar 4 and at
the other by hooks 22 to a fixed bar 5 sup-

ported on posts 6. The bar 4 1s shidably
attached tovertical parallel metalbars7 whose

“endsaresecured to a building wall orany other

- suitablefixed support.
vided near their upper andlower ends with out-

- ward bends 72, the intervening body portions

40

45

7 is effected by means of eyes.
by full lines in elevated position, which 1s |
- the one required to Supﬁort

of the same lymg close to the wall.
tachment of the cross-bar 4 to these supports
It 1s shown

lines at the desired hel When, how-
ever, clothes are to be apphed to or removed

~ from the hangers, the bar 4 is pulled down,
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to the lower position shown by dotted hnes
where it engages the lower bent portion 78
of the vertical bars 7. _
stood that the tension and elasticity of the |

1t will be under-

lines or ropes 1 enables them to hold the bar

4 1n the uppermost position when so placed.

The hangers proper A—see Figs. 1 and 2—
are formed of stout wire, the middle portions

Fig.

‘2 1s a plan view of one of the clothes-hangers | wire 8 of a hanger. -

‘As shown in Fig.

These bars 7 are pro-

The at-

the clothes-
the following statement.
| that clothes are to be applied to a series of

'8 being Stra,lght and parallel and duly spaced )

apart and connected at their ends. To the
end portions are attached wire loops 9 and
9% so constructed as to be adapted to hang

on the ropes 1 and thus suspend the hangers
a | A below them. To form the loops 9 and 92,

wires are bent and twisted into proper form

and secured to the body portions 8, and the
loops project upward and inward from the
ends of the body as clearly shown in Figs.
Sy |
4 that both the loops 9, 9%, are so constructed
‘that the hangers A m&y be readily attached

It will be seen by reference to Fig.

60.

to and detached from the suspending ropes

1, 1t being only necessary, for example, in

order to disengage a hanger, to lift the ends
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of the same vertically, iIn which case the

ropes 1 pass out of the loops. I provide the

connected at both ends. The hooks are
permanently secured to one of the loops and
also provided at the same end with a verti-

cal pendent hook 10* that engages and

serves as a support for the adjacent body

The free end. of the hook
10 has also a similar hook 10*—see Fig.

may be attached to and suspended not only

from the central parallel portions 8 of a
hanger, but also the end portions 8.

As a means for moving the hangers proper

outward on the suspendmg rope 1, a supple-
mental rope 11—see Fig.

nected with the outermost hanger A, by
hooks 10. - Said rope passes over the ulle

3% attached to bar 5, and thence bac ward
‘and through pulley 3b which is attached to

the wall above the middle of bar 4, Fig. 1,
the free end of the rope hanging within easy
reach of the operator.

The operation of my 1mproved clothes-
drier will now be readily understood from
Let 1t be supposed -

hangers. In such case the operator stations
himself or herself at x; Fig. 1, or close to the
wall and beneath the bar 4, the latter being
first pulled down to the pos.ltlon indicated

by dotted lines, so as to support the hangers
at a convenient height. The operator then

applies a hanger A to the ropes 1, which, as

before indicated, is easily and qumkly ef-

fected by Slmply passing the loops 9, 9%, over

| loops 9 with a laterally extended hook 10
by which a series of clothes-hangers may be
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1, the clothes to be drled -

1—1s connected |
with a wooden bar 12 Whlch 1S 1n turn con-
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the parallel portions of the ropes. The
loops may be so constructed as to grip the
ropes with a slight degree of pressure,§and
thus cause the hangers to retain their se-
lected place on the ropes. Clothes are then
hung on the suspended hanger A and it is
carried outward on the ropes 1. This is ef-

- fected by pulling on rope 11, whereby it
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draws the hanger, now full of clothes, out-
ward as far as the operator may desire.
The operator then applies another hanger
to the.ropes 1 and connects 1t with the first
hanger by means of the hook 10, as indicated
in Iig. 1. When the second hanger has been
filled with clothes, the operator again pulls
on the rope 11, and the two filled hangers
are consequently advanced as before; and
thus the operation goes on until all the
clothes have been hung on the hangers, or
the ropes 1 shall have been entirely filled
with hangers. The operator then, as a last
step, pushes the bar 4 upward to the posi-
tion shown m full lines, Fig. 1, so that the
ropes 1 and the hangers A suspended from
them are supported at due height and in
horizontal position. I thus provide hangers
that may be easily and quickly attached to,
or detached from, the suspending ropes 1,
and are caused to.travel outward thereon as

fast as they .are filled with clothes; and a |

series of such hangers may be readily con-
nected detachably by means of the hooks.

881,784

1 elaim:

1. The combmation with bars 7 and a

fixed object to which they are sccured, said
bars being arranged vertically and having
an outwardly bent portion 7¢ at the top, a
transverse bar 4 which 1s slidably connected
with the bars 7, and a clothes-supporting
Iine connected with said bar 4, substain-
tially as described.

2. The combination, with suspendingropes,
of aclothes-hanger proper comprising a wire
body having parallel side portions and end
loaps that lie above the plane of the
and hooks attached to and extending later-
ally from said loops and adapted for engage-
ment with the loops of the adjacent hanger,
substantially as described.

3. The combination, with parallel suspend-
mg ropes of a hanger proper formed of wire
having parallel side strands 8, and end por-
tions projecting upward and inward and
provided with loops for attaching them to
the hangers and suspending them from the
sald ropes, and pendent lhooks 10* connect-
ing such loops with the body strands or loops,

and supporting the latter substantially as

deseribed.
MORTON B. FITTS.

Witnesses: |
Joun L. King,
J. M. HousEen.
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