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To all whom 1t :may concern:

Be it known that I, FRIEND W. \IOORE '

~ citizen of the United States of America, re-
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siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-

gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have n-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Locks for Switch-Levers, of which the
following is a specification, reference being

‘had therein to the accompanying drawing.

This invention relates to locks for switch
levers, and the invention relates more partic-
ularly to a novel form of lock for the switch

~throwing levers of a railroad tower.
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- whereby it cannot be moved. -~
“nection I have devised a simple and inex-

My invention aims to provide positive and

reliable means for lockmg a switch lever,

In this con-

- - pensive lock, which can be easily and quickly
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operated to lock a switch lever in a fixed

position, the key employed 1n connection
with the lock being provided with a visible

- warning attachment for attracting the at-

- tention “of a switchman or operator.

The detall construction of my improved
lock will be presently descrlbed and then
ecifically pomted out i the appended
{Jalms and referring to the drawing form-
Ing pert of this specﬂmetlon like numerals

‘of reference designate eorrespondmg parts
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throughout the several views, in which:—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the llendle

end of a switch throwing lever, I'ig. 2 1s
~ver tleal sectional view of the same, Fig. 3 1s
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a side elevation of the switch throwing lever
equipped with my impr oved lock, Fig. 4 is a

. perspective view ef a key used in oonmetmn
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ployed for holding the lever in a fixed posi-
‘tion the bar or lateh engaging in a rack (not

mth the lock.

In the accompenymg drewmg I haveillus-

trated the handle end 1 of a ew1tch throwing
40
- tower, where numerous levers, often as many

lever, such as commonly used in a railroad

as one or two hundred, are employed for con-
trolling the switches and railroad tracks In
the vicinity of the power.
with the lever 1 a rack bar or latch 2 is em-

~ shown) located at the base of the switch

- o0

lever. The bar or rack 2 is regulated through:
the medium of a handle 3, to release and lock
the lever 1 at any desn*ed time. By turnin
the handle 3, the bar 2 is raised and lowere

o

In connection |

lar flange carried by said key, and-~a
carried by said key, substentlally as de-
| scribed.

Iink 5, e,lthough in some instances their me~

chemcal equivalent is employed.
My invention resides in providing the

* lever 1 with a key opening 6 adapted to aline

with a similar opening 7 formed inthe bar 2,
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when the lever 1 or bar 2 is held in a ﬁxed |

position. A key 8 is adapted to fit in the

- openings 6 and 7 and prevent the bar 2 from

being moved by the rotation of the handle 3.
The key 8 is provided with an annular flange

9 to limit its'movement within the openings =
'65

6 and 7, and with a lug 10, similar to an
ordlnery key. - Besides the ﬂa,nge 9 the key

8 1s provided with a depending tassel ‘11,
preferably of a red or attractive colorf.

whereby the tassel will serve as a warnin
that the sw1teh lever. has been locked an

that the lever is not to be moved until the

condition of the switch which the lever con-
trols is observed. |
By the novel construction of my 1mproved

lock and the use to which it is applied, I pre-
| vent the side swiping of cars, and other

similar accidents, and 1n usmg the red tassel

1 attract the leverm&n s. or switchman’s

attention that a track is blocked. It isawell
known fact that a great many accidents
oceur by a leverme,n opening switches which

lever is eqluuq:q)ef"1 with my improved lock, it
will be impossible to move the same, unless
it 1s done intentionally by removing the key.

Where a great number of sw1tehes are used

In one tower, a leverman 1s able to-observe
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‘should remain closed, and when a switch

immediately what switches or tracks are

blocked, and ascertain 1mmed1ately What :
tracks are open for traffic.
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I'do not care to confine myself to the type

of switch lever in connection with which my

improved lock is used, or to the exact type

of key and warning s1gna,l used in connectlon
‘with the same. _
~What I claim and desn*e to secure by Let-'

ters Patent I

1. In eombmetlon with a switch lever and

a reciprocating bar or latch, said lever and
bar having key openings formed therein, a
key edepted to fit in said openings, an annu-

2. The. comblnatmn Wlth a swnch lever

tassel
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through the medium of a crank 4 and the | ber for holding the same in a fixed posﬂ:len, '
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and means for moving said bar, of a key
adapted to extend through said lever and
said bar, a warning .signal carried by said

- key, and means to limit the movement of
5 sald key, and said bar and lever. |
3. The combination with a switch lever,
~and a movable bar for holding the same in a
“fixed position, of means for preventing the
movement of said bar, said means consisting

of a key adapted to extend tlirough said jo
lever and said bar. |

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
1n the presence of two witnesses.

FRIEND W. MOORI.

Witnesses:

Max H. Srrovirz,
A. J. TriGa.
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