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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

AUSTIN P. GILLEN, OF YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO.
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No. 881,305,

Lo all whom 4t may concern.:

Be it known that I, AvstiNn P. GILLEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Youngstown, in the county of Mahoning and
~tate of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvéments in Casket-IHandles, of
which the following is a specification. |

This invention relates to handle fittings
for caskets and other objects, but possessing
special utility in its application to caskets or
coffins. | |

In the ordinary type of handles or handie
attachments for caskets, thé hanger or
bracket arms for the handle bars are usually
made of castings of antimony or white metal
having reinforcing bars of steel or stiffer

metal embedded therein for strengthening
Casket handles of this construc-

purposes.
tion are very heavy and expensive, while at
the same time when made of antimony, have
sive. " |
Therefore, jt is the purpose of the present
mvention to provide an improvement in
casket handles which insures the making
thereof in an economical manner while at the
same time providing a strong, light and du-
rable construction of hanger arm so arranged

with reference to the escutcheon plate as to
be secured against displacement or. with-

drawal in the event of breakage or falling out

of the pivot or holding pin. o |
"Witﬁ these and other objects in view

which will be apparent toc those familiar

with the art, as the nature of the invention
1s better understood, the same consists in the
- novel construction, combination and ar-

ran%eme.m' of parts heremafter more {fuily de-
scribed, lustrated and claimed. o
In the -_&ccompa.nyin%

15 & perspective view of a handle for caskets
embodying the present invention.” Fig. 2
is a sectional view on the line 2—2 of Iig. 1,
lustrating by dotted lines the lotwered or
dropped position of the hanger arm. Fig.

.3 is a sectional perspective of one of the im

2
present mvention comprises 1 'its organiza-
tion, an escutcheon plate 1, a pair of swing-
| ung on -sald:
plate and a horizontal handle bar 3 arranged |
to connect the free ends of the hanger arms

0D

proved hanger arms for the handle bar.

Like - references designate corresponding
parts in the several figures of the drawings.
A complete handle fitting embodying the

ing hanger arms 2 pivotally

and carried thereby.

drawings—Figure 1
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The 1mprovement specially claimed herein
1s 1n the form and construction of the indi-

vidual hanger arms 2, so a deseription of one -

of the latter will suffice for the other. In

| this connection 1t 1s to be noted that each

hanger arm 2 is preferably made from plate
steel or other suitable sheet metal by means
of suitable forming dies from which the arm

| 1s stamped 1nto the desired shape or form, al-

-5 of the hanger arm. -

ing hooks 7.,

though 1t will be understood that the essen-
tial features in the mounting of the hanger

arm may be preserved In’ connection there-

with when formed in other well known or ap-
roved weays. However, referring particu-
arly to the construction shown in the draw-
ings, each hanger arm preferably cohsists of
a sheet metal body having a main shank por-
tion. 4, of semi-tubular or semi-cylindrical
form, and at what may be termed its inner

erid, the said shank ;]imrtlon 1s provided with -

60

65

70

7b

a rounded or equivalent shaped, pivot head -

5. This pivot head 1s provided on its upper
side with an annularly arranged top bearing
shoulder 6, and below the plane of said top
bearing shoulder, the head 5 is formed into

80

a downwardly projecting holding hook 7 pro-

vided at its lower extremity with shouldered

engaging lugs 8. From the outer end of the
main shank portion 4 of the hanger arm, the
latter consists of a flat or equivalent strap

85

plece 9 turned or folded into the form of a

rectangular or other suitably shaped: 100{),
constituting what may be termed a hand
clip. 10 in which 1s fitted tightly one end of

e

90

the handle bar 3 as plainly shown in Figs. 1

and 2 of the drawings.

The pivot head 5 of each hangér arm is

mounted m and operates through a. keeper
opening 11 formed 1n the escutcheon plate 1

95

and at opposite side edges of this opening, -
said plate 1s provided with offstanding pivot

ears 12 recelving a transverse pivot pin 14
which also passes through the head portion
"urthermore, at the
top edge of its opening 11, the escutcheon
plate 1-1s formed with an offstanding rein-
forced Lip or bead 15 constituting an upper

abitment element against which bears the

top bearing shoulder 6 of the pivot head 5.

100

106

Ate the corresponding “lower edge .of the _ -

keeper opening 11 the escutcheon plate pre-

sents an.edge portion or member.16 consti-

| Eljaing a- bearing shoulder "against which = |

ye 110
_ y reason of this construction -
| it 18 -obvious that the reversely facing ele-

ars the engaging lug or lugs'8 of the hold-
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"ments 6 and 8§ of the hanger arm serve to
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escutcheon plate w
and 1n use.

strongly brace the latter when weight or
strain 18 imposed thereon and thereby re-

sieve from strain the pivot pin 14, and in the

event of the latter breaking or falling out,
the arrangement of parts is such that 1t 1s 1m-

possible for the hanie;r arm to pull out of the.
enn the handle is raised

Other practical advantages a,riSingj from
the construction described will be recogmzed

by those familiar with this art, and it will be

understood that ¢hanges 1 the form, pro-
portion and minor details of construction

may be resorted to without departing from

the invention. -
T elaim— .

1. In a handle fixture, the combination
with the handle proper, of the escutcheon
‘having a keeper opening, of -a swinging
- hanger arm struck out from a single blank of

sheet metal and shaped to provide a semi-

tubular shank portion formed at its inner.
~énd with an angularly disposed pivot head

and at the inner side o

881,395

wardly projecting shouldered holding hook.

- having a top bearing shoulder and a down- 25

2. In a handle fixture; the handle proper, .

an -escutcheon having a keeper opening and

provided with an outer abutment and an in-

ner supporting face respectively at the upper

-and lower edges of said opening, and a hol-

30

low sheet metal hanger arm struck up from a

blank of sheet metal and provided at 1ts

inner end with a pivot head and at its

outer end with a strap pilece looped to close
in a handle receiving cﬁ)ip?__sa,id pivot head
being provided at its upper side with a top
beating: shoulder engaging said abutment,
_ f the escutcheon pro-
vided with shouldered hook members engag-
ing said supporting face.

In testimony whereof I hereunto afhx my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

~ AUSTIN P. GILLEN.

Witnesses: - .
WiLniam W. GILLEN,
Cuas. M. RaMsey.
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