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~ UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

 No. 881,380.

OPHAS TOLBERT CRITES AND HARRY TAYLOR SMOOT, OF PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA.

SHOE-CLEANER,

 Specification of Letters Patent.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, OpmAs TOLBERT

- Crires and HarRrY TAYLOR SMooT, citizens

- Shoe-Cleaner, of which the following is a
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of the United States, residing at Parkersburg,
in the county of Wood and State of West

Virginia, have invented a new and useful

specification.

This invention has relation tosh@e clean-

ers and 1t consists in the novel construction
and arrangement of its parts as hereinafter

| shown and described.
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The object of the invention is to Ipr.oiride a

device of the character indicated and which

consists primarily of a metallic frame having
an upright scraper and side recesses adapted

‘to support brushesin inclined position. The
sald brushes are of a special configuration
and are adapted to remove particles of dirt

or other foreign matter from the edges of the

_ sole of the shoe.

18 a perspective view of the cleaner.

In the_acct)mpanying drawing :-+-Figure 1

- 18 a side elevation of one of the brushes re-
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moved. Fig. 3 is an edge elevation of one of

the brushes, and Fig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tional view of a brush located in the brush

“holder. - - v

The cleaner comprises the base 1 which is.
preferably rectangular in shape and which
- may be secured te a floor or other suitable

support. At the back of the base 1 is located
the vertically disposed scraper 3 and the

arms 4, 4 extend up from the upper corners
The side pieces 5, 5 in-

of the said scraper.

cline down from the upper ends of the arms

4, 4 toward the forward portion of the frame

1 and terminate in the vertical portions 6, 6

which connect at their lower ends with the |

base 1 at the forward edge thereof. The
sides 5, 5 are provided with the backs 7, 7.
In the space between the arms

adapted to rest. The said brushes are elon-
gated and are provided at their lower ends

Fig. 2

_ 'ms 4, sides 5, |
portions 6 and backs 7, the brushes 8 are

' with the rectangular portions 9 which form

bases for the brushes.  The said brushes are

held in place by screws 10 which pass trans-

~ Patented March 10, 1908.
Applida,tion filed December 1, 1906, Serial No. 345,960. T

versely through the parts 4 and 6 and enter

the back of the brush. The bristles 11 lo-

cated at one end of the brush are of uniform

length and are of the same length as the
bristles that surround the edge of the in-
ciined portion 12 of the brush. Along the
said inclined portion 12 the bristles gradu-
ally Increase in length toward the center of

| the portion 12 which gives a convexed ap-

pearance to the arrangement of the bristles.

In use the scraper 3 may be employed for.

removing excessive mud from the shoe and
by drawing the foot along
brushes 8 the sides thereof are cleaned while

‘the bristles upon the portion 9 of the brush
~cleans the heel of the shoe. By

_ reason of
the variance in length of the bristles upon
the portion 12 of the brushes means is af-
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the inclined
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forded for entering the crevice between the

sole of the shoe and the upper and for remov- B '

ing foreign matter therefrom. _
‘Having described our invention what we

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters-

Patent 1s:—- |
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A shoe cleaner comprising a base having

at one end a shoe scraper, a pair of brush

holders supported at one end of the base and
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at the other end upon the scraper, whereby

to maintain them in an inclined position, the
brushes secured in the holders, the opposed

beveled whereby to cause
brushes to lie close to the base. N

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
as our own, we have hereto affixed our signa-

tures 1n the presence of two witnesses.

OPHAS TOLBERT CRITES.
_ -HARRY T'AYLOR SMOOT. _
Witnesses: D |
Fayerre C. Smoor,
THos. S. Smoor,

Tfaces of the brush backs being opposttely
portions of the
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