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To all whom it may concern; _
Be it known that I, REap W. LowELL, a

~citizen of the United Ste,tes of America, end
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State of Maine, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Steering-Wheels,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention rela,tes to a holding device

or ‘becket for securing a steermg Wheel n a
fixed position.

The object of my mventlon is to construct

- such a device which will be stmple and easily
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applied to any wheel, edepted to hold the
wheel firmly 1n any desired position without
any slackness or lost motion, which may be
readily engaged and d1sengaged by the foot
without releasing the hands from the wheel,
and which shall be in such a position that it

resident of Searsport, county of Wa,ldo '

will not be released by the oereless handlmg_

of ropes etc.
T carry out these objects by pivoting to

~ the wheel post adjacent to the lower portion

of the wheel a becket having a bifurcated

“arm adapted to engage one of the spokes of
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the wheel and pivoted to the post so that 1t

may be readily turned down into its hori-

~zontal or engaged position by a touch of the

foot and turned up out of engagement in the
same manner, a spring being provided by

which the beol{et 18 held i either of these

pOSlthIlS

I illustrate my 1nve11tlon by means of the
- accompanying drawing in which -' |

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a steering
wheel fitted with my device showing the
shaft in section, Fig. 2 1s a side elevation of
the same, Ifig. 3 is a detail vertical section
taken throuﬂ'h the becket and post and Fig.
4 is a perspeotwe view showing a modifica-
tion. |
In the drawmn' A represents the steering
wheel which may " be of any well known form,
a @ are the spokes, and B is the wheel ost
- The becket 1s composed of a block C ha,vmg
a base of greater relative thickness, which 1s

pivoted to suitable ears d secured to the

lower part of the post where the becket may
readily engage the lower spoke. The becket

has a bifurcated arm which is adapted when | whereby a steersman may conveniently in-

‘sert the toe-portion of his shoe in said space

turned down horizontally to engage the

lower spoke, the arm being so formed to fit
closely on each side of the spoke, so that
there will be no slack and the wheel will be

firmly held. That portion of the becket

‘the becket to turn up against the

from the wheel.
55 which comes next the post is so formed tha,t | novel feature of my invention, and one Wthh

1 1t will have a stop or bearing when the becket

s in 1ts horizontal position while permitting

ost.
Means are provided for holdmﬂ' the bd)oket
both 1n its lower and upper posrtrons As
here shown, it is held in its lower position by
the surface which bears against the post
below the pivoting point and in its upper
position by a spring e which is secured to the
post and arranged to bear against the sur-

engagement. Thus when not i1n use 1t is

turned upward against the post by a slight

movement of the foot and 1s held there by
the spring.

When 1t is desired to hold the wheel in any

desired position when lying to, lying at the

wharf or under other proper elroumstances

1 the becket 1s brought down by a touch of the
foot, the two parts of the arm are made to
embrace the lower end of the lower spoke.
The action of the spring and the impinging

surface of the becket holds the becket down
and the action of the Spring holds 1t up In a
well known manner.
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face of the becket in rear of the pivoting
‘point to keep 1t pressed upward and out of
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I have shown mn Flgs 1, 2, and 3 the ears' :

and spring secured directly to the post
proper but it 1s evident that they may be se-
cured to a plate and the plate secured to the

post for convenience in manufacturing and

marketing the device and in Fig. 4 1llustrete

| such a manner of construction I which the

becket 1s secured to a plate f which latter
may be readily attached by screws or other-
wise to the post. When they are put on the
market, I prefer to make them in this manner
and with the opening in the becket some-
what too small for the ordinary spoke so that
when fitted to the vessel, it may be Worked
down to exactly fit the spol{e .

1t will be noted that the advantage of the

| relatively thicker base of block C, and the

spring codperating with said base 1s that,
when the block 1s pushed up out of operetwe
position, there is a space left between the bi-

furcated arm of the block and the steering-

post B (or the plate F, as the case may be)

and thus get a bearing or purchase on the
block to press the same downward into oper-
ative position without releasing his hand
This 1s a very desirable and
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lends to the device as a whole great advan-
tage over other structures known to me.

I claim ~—

A lock for steering-wheels, comprising a
plate adapted to be removably attached to a
steering-post and carrying on one face there-
of ears and a leaf-spring, and a locking-mem-
ber borne against by said spring and having
a base of relatively greater thickness secured
by a pivot-pin to said ears, and having lock-
ing-fingers extending from said base and
positioned to leave a space between the same

#

and the plate when the locking-plate is out of
operative locking-position, whereby the foot
of the steersman may be inserted in said 15
space to press the locking-member down into
locking position, without releasing his hand
from the wheel. '
Signed by me at Searsport, Maine, this
19th day of Apr. A. D., 1907.
RICAD W. LOWELL.
Witnesses:
J. W. SWEETSER,
1. A. Apawms.
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