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To all whom it may concern:

GATE-FASTENER.

—_—

No 881,259.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed _Decembér 9, 1907, Serial No. 409,242,

*

Be 1t known that I, PETER 0. PEt[‘jﬁ,‘RS()‘l_\fJ

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Winona, in the county of Emmons and State
of North Dakota, have invented certain new

‘and useful Improvements in (Gate-Ifasteners,

of which the following is a specification. -
This invention relates to gate fasteners,

more parucularly to that class of devices of

this character employed in connection with
the gates of wire fences, wherein a section of
the fencing is arranged as a gate, and has for

its object to simplify and improve the con-

- struction and increase the efliciency and
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utility of devices of this character.
"With these and other objects in view, the

Invention consists in certain novel features

of construction as heremnafter shown and
described and specifically pointed out in the
claims, and in the drawings illustrative of the
embodiment of the invention:— |
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a gate of the
class to which the invention is applicable,
with the improved device connected there-
with. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, enlarged,
partly in section, of the improved device.

Fig. 3 1s a section on the line 3—3 of Kig. 2.

~ The invention herein disclosed is adapted
more particularly for use in connection with
cgates employed in wire fence structures, and

for the purpose of illustration is shown thus

~ applied, 10—11 representing the posts defin-
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ing the gate opening, with the wires 12 of the

fence connected to the post 11 and continued
toward the post 10 with their terminals con-
nected to a supporting structure, this struc-
ture usually consisting of spaced bars 13—14.

‘The post 10 is provided with a socket or step
- 15 near the ground, indicated at 16, in which |
40

the lower end of the supporting structure
13—14 is supported, as shown m Fig. 1.

~ The improved fastening device is applied to

the upper end of the structure 13—14, and

 thus holds theupper end of the gate structure
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‘nected thereto by a bolt or

‘while the lower end is held by the socket 15.
- The fastening device comprises a lever
member preferably formed of a single bar of
metal bent centrally upon itself at 17 and |

continued at 18—19 for a distance with the

parts spaced apart, and thence diverging, to
form arms 20—21 adapted to bear uponoppo-

site sides of the post 10 and swingingly con-

~ through the post and likewise through the

free ends of the diverging portions 20—21 of

pin 22 passing

¥

transverse aperture- 23 opp'osite the lever

member, and swingingly connected between
the parts 1819 of the lever 1s an arm 24 ex-
tending through the aperture 23 and with a
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terminal hook 25 at its free end adapted to
engage the transverse pin 26 extending

through the members 13—14. S
The arm 24 is of sufficient length to engage

“the pin 26 by its hook 25 when the lever 1s 1n
its upward position, and then when the lever

is depressed into the position shown in Figs.
1, 2 and 3, a very strong strain will be ap-
plied to the structure 13—14 and thus stretch
the wires 12 which constitute the gate bars,

| and co-acting with the step 15, hold the gate
firmly in position. Swinging by a pmn 27
between the parts 18—19 of the lever mem-

ber is a pawl 28 having a terminal hook 29

“adapted to engage beneath a plate 30 at-
tached to the post 10 below the pin 22, the

post preferably having a cavity 31 to receive
the hook 29, as shown. The pawl 38 will be

| of the proper length to engage the plate 30

when the lever is in its downward position,
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and thus lock the lever, and maintain 1t and

the ‘“strain’ upon the
an operating handle 32.

~When the gate 1s to be rele-ased,' the lever
86
“hook 29 from the plate 30, and then by ele-

will be depressed sufficiently to release the

vating the hook 25 will be released from the

cate, the pawl having

pin 26, leaving the structure 13—14 free to

be elevated from its socket 15 and moved
manually toward the post 11, the wires bend-
ing to permit this movement. When the

gate is to be again closed the lower end of the

structure 13—14 is . again placed: in the
socket 15, the lever msanipulated to agam
engage the hook 25 of the arm 24 with the

pin 26 and the strain again applied by de-
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pressing the lever and engaging the pawl 28

with its holding plate 30. o

The device 1s simple in construction, may
be inexpensively manufactured and applied
to any form or size of post. |

Having thus described the nature of the

invention, what is claimed as new 1s:—
1.. The combination with a gate structure
and a gate post, of a lever swinging from. the
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post, an arm swinging from the lever and

with a hook at its free end adapted to de-

nected at its free end to the post and hold
the lever in locked position. |

the lever. The post 10 is provided with al 2. In a device of the class déScri_bed, two

tachably engage the gate, and a pawl swing-
‘ing from saild lever and adapted to be con- .
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posts spaced apart, one of said posts having

3. The combination with a gate and a eate

8 transverse aperture, a socket connected to | post having a transverse aperture, a lever
sald apertured post, a gate comprising a | formed with spaced sides and bearing upon
plurality of spaced wires connected to the opposite sides of sald apertured post and 2g
other of said posts and with the free ends | pivoted thereto and with an arm pivoted be-
coupled to a supporting structure, said sup- | tween the sides of said lever and extending
porting structure adapted to be stepped at through the post aperture and adapted to
one end in sald socket, a fastening device detachably engage said gate, and locking |

comprising a lever formed with spaced sides | means between the lever ad post.

and bearing upon opposite sides of said aper-
tured post and pivoted thereto and with an | in
arm. pivoted between the sides of said lever
and extending through the post aperture !
and adapted to detachably engage said sup-
porting structure, and with locking means
between the lever and adjacent post.
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In testimony whercof T aflix my signature,
presence of two witnesses.

PETER O. PETERSO .
Witnesses:

M. J. ANDRUS,
B. M. PETERSON.



Correction In Lelwis Faient No. 881,259,

— — .

It is hereby certificd that the residence of the patentee in Letters Patent No. 881,269,

~ granted March 10, 1908, upon the application of Peter O. Peterson, for an 1mprove-

ment in ¢ Gate-Fasteners,” was erroneously written and printed ‘“ Winona, South

~ Dakota,”” whereas said residence should have been written and printed Winona, North

" Dakota; aud that the said Letters Patent should be read with this corrcction therein

that the same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed and sealed this 12th day ol May, A. D, 1908.
[SEAL. ] C. C. BILLINGS,

Acting Commaissioner of Patents.
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