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To all whom 1t may concern: | |
- Beit known that I, Evax I.. REED, citizen
~of the United States, residing at Oregon, in
the county of Ogle and State of Illinois, have
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EVAN L. REED, OF OREGON, ILLINOIS.

SHIPPING-CRATE.

~ No. 881,200.

Application filed July 13, 1906, Serial No. 326,043,

invented certain new and useful Improve-

" ments in Shipping-Crates, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. = -

‘This mmvention relates to improvements in
shipping crates of the class used for the ship-
ment of cracker or biscuit cans of commerce,

~in which it is important to provide for the
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Frotection of the cans and also for the col-
lapsibility of the crates so that they can be

returned by the consignee to the shipper for
reuse. - -

- which form the subject matter of this appli-

cation, 1s to provide a crate of inexpensive

~ construction, and of greater strength than is
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possessed by the ordinary crates in use, and
in which provision is made for readily con-

necting and disconnecting the free ends of

the crate, and also for attaching a ship-
ping tag. |

Other objects of general utility are con-
served by the improvements which are here-
inafter described and which are illustrated
in a preferred form in the accompanying

- drawing which forms a part of this applica-

tion, in which:—

Figure 1 shows in perspective the applica-

tlon of my improved crate to two cans of the

kimd for which it is especially adapted; Fig.
‘2 1s an elevation of the crate showing it in

its closed position, and Fig. 3 is an eleva-
tion at right angles to Fig. 2 showing the
crate collapsed. - -

Referring to the details of the drawing, 4

reﬁresent the corner posts of the crate
which are square in cross section and are con-
nected together in pairs by horizontal slats

5, 5, so positioned as to form protection for

the sides of the cans, and prevent the latter :

from becoming displaced when crated.
6 represent wires which connect the ends

suttable holes, and having their ends bent

‘1n the form of hooks so as to embrace two

sides of the posts as shown at 7. g

- 8 represent two pairs of flat metalsﬁfaps '
which are connected together by a

_ . | pin 9
which forms a hinge for sald straps.
Through the outer ends of the members of
said hinge, are suitable holes to receive the

-

The especial object.of the improvements

sald straps thus serving to hingedly_connéct

the lower ends of the two frames formed by -

the posts, slats and wires above deseribed.

In order to permit the hinge members to
fold upwardly and closely against the post,
I form 1n the edges of the latter longitudinal
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grooves 14 of sufficient length, depth and

width to receive the straps when in their

folded position.

At the center of one of the upper_ CTOSS
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wires 6, I form an eye 10 in which is placed
the connecting- member 1_1’ Which consis t.S

of a wire bent upon itself at the point where

1t passes through the eye 10, and crossed so
“as to intersect at one point and having one
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of its free ends bent up to form a hook 12.

Strung on the connecting member 11 at g

point between the eye and where it is

crossed, is a shipping tag 13, the accidental

displacement of which is prevented by the
contact between the two portions of the con-

necting member, as clearly shown in the
drawing. -

-~ When it 1s desired to connect the free ends

of the frames together for the shipment of
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cans, the member 11 1s placed over the top - '

of the upper can, the hook 12 is depressed
under the opposite -wire 6, and the straight
or unbent portion 1is left above the wire 6 so

as to form an interlock between the hook and |
the wire 6 which will prevent accidental un-

hooking, it being understood that the mem-

ber 11 will be made short enough so that
' when hooked under the wire 6, there will be

more or less tension on said member which
will be increased by the pressure of the
boxes 15 against the slats 5 of the crate.
will also be understood there will be suffi-
cient space between the top of the upper can
15 and the member 11 to permit the inser-
tion of the hand under said member so it will
serve as a handle when 1t 1s desired to lift the
crate with 1ts inclosed cans.
rest upon the lower wires 6 and their sides

_ _ i will be embraced by the straps 8. As the
- of the members of each pair of posts, and are
- secured to the latter by passing through the

cans will fit between the posts and against
the slats, 1t will be seen that accidental dis-
placement 1s 1mpossible so long as the con-
necting member 11 is in its operative rela-
tion. ;
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Having thus described my invention, Wh&t '

I claim, 1s:— _

1. A shipping crate consisting of a pair of

frames each frame formed of two corner

_ _ posts, slats secured to said posts, and cross
lower wires 6 which are passed therethrough, | wires connecting together the upper and
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Jower ends of the posts of each pair, straps

each comnsisting of two members hingedly
connected together midway said posts and
pivotally mounted on the lower cross-wires,
and means for detachably connecting to-
gether the upper cross-wires, sald means
adapted to serve as a handle for the crate
when 1n operative position, and to remov-
ably retain a shipping tag. -

2. A shipping crate consisting of a pair of

frames, each frame formed of two corner

posts having longitudinal grooves formed

‘therein, slats secured to said posts and cross-

wires connecting togethér the ends of the
posts of each pair, foldable straps mounted

the posts, and means for detachably connect-

Ing together the upper cross-wires said :

means adapted to receive and hold against
accldental displacement, a shipping tag.

3. In a shipping crate consisting of two
frames hingedly and foldably connected to-
gether at their lower ends, each of said
frames having a flexible cross-rod at its

. detachably connecting the upper ends of
on the lower cross wires and adapted when -

untolded to embrace the sides of the can,
~and to fit when folded in the said grooves in

upper and lower ends, means for connecting
together the upper cross-rods of the frames,
sald means consisting of a wire permanently
connected with one of said rods midway its
ends, and detachably connected with the
other rod, said wire bent upon itself so that
1ts two portions cross each other, and having
its free ends adapted to be interlocked with
the other rod. |

4. In a shipping crate consisting of two
frames hingedly and foldably connected at
their lower ends and having cross wires at
their upper ends, the upper cross-wire of one
frame being bent to form an eye, means for

sald frame, sald means consisting of a wire,
engaging sald eye, bent upon itself and bent
at one end to form a hook and having its
other end straight and extending beyond
sald hook.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
1IN presence of two witnesses.

EVAN L. REED.

Witnesses:
CHARLES D. ETNYRE,
CLARENCE O. Haas.
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