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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Lmororp HoOF-
SCHNEIDER, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Hoboken, county of Hudson, and
State of New Jersey, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Sleeping - Cars, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
sleeping cars in which a car body 1s provided
with seats respectively berths arranged cross-
wise over the floor in a manner which will
furnish the greatest comfort, and provide for
means to reach or leave the seats or berths
without interference and the objects of my
improvements are first to provide a sleeping
car body with the best and most practical
seating arrangement leaving comfortable
wide aisles along the windows, second to pro-
vide the upper berth with stationary steps
allowing easy access and exits from the same
especially in case of danger. The passengers
using the upper berths also may dress or un-
dress on one of the platforms forming said
step. I attain these objects by the mechan-
ism illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, In which: _

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a part of a
sleeping car body, showing the arrangement
of the seats, the upper berths and stationary
platforms. TFig. 2 1s a horizontal section of a
part of a sleeping car body showing the seat-

- 1ng arrangement, the steps located between
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the back of each section of two seats, leading
to the upper berths, and the two dress-rooms
preferably located at one end of said car

body. Fig. 3 is a cross section of a part of a

sleeping car, showing the front of two seats,
the stationary steps leading to the upper
berths, the latter shown folded up, the dotted
lines indicating the position of said berth
when folded down to be prepared for use.

Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views:—

A sleeping car body A is provided with
seats respectively berths B B, crosswise ex-
tending over the floor, arranged to leave
plenty of passageway between the seats and
along the car windows.

Each seat B is provided with two ends
L. L and a center division H. A rod or bar
I, its ends terminating in hook shaped exten-
sions N N fitted to openings M M located 1n
the arm rest of sald seats B B, furnishes

means for the support of partition boards

K K, adapted to separate the seats when the
same are used as sleeping berths.

| the seats B B folding berths B” B’ are sus-

pended, movably secured to the supporting
frame C by means of hinges O O. Any

known device may be used for supporting.
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said upper berths B’ B/, but 1 prefer the sup-

porting means shown in Figs. 1 and 3, where
a fork shaped bracket G secured to the lower
face of the berth B will engage with a sup-
porting plate F’ secured to a rod I, having
one end inserted in an opening located 1n the
arm rest of said end L. -

Between backs of each section of two seats

6o

steps P are fastened to facilitate reaching or

leaving the upper berth B’ and to furnish
ample space for a person to undress and dress.

A sleeping car body provided with cross-
wise extending seats or berths, having aisles
Jength wise the windows will furnish the
oreatest comfort to the passengers allowing
them to pass length and side-wise and to
reach their seats or dressing rooms without
interfering with each other.

Stationary steps placed between the backs
of each section of two seats will furnish con-
venient means for reaching or leaving the
upper berth, especially in cases of danger,
when the passengers are anxious to reach the
next door or window; said stationary steps
also will furnish facilities for dressing and
undressing without any interference Irom
persons using the neighboring berth.

What I do claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent 1s: :

1. The combination in a sleeping car body
of seats convertible into berths extending
crosswise over the floor, said seats bearing
ends and center divisions, their extending
armrests having openings, with a rod or bar
its ends terminating in hook shaped exten-
sions fitted to the openings in said armrests,
the former adapted to support partition
boards separating the seats when two facing
each other are united to a sleeping berth,
substantially as described.

2. In a sleeping car body the combination
of seats convertible into berths extending
crosswise over the floor, the seats having
ends and center divisions and perforated
armrests forming receptacles for hookshaped
ends of a bar or rod adapted to support par-
tition boards to separate the seats when two
facing each other are united to a sleeping
berth, with stationary steps between the
backs of each section of two seats to facili-
tate reaching or leaving an upper berth sub-

Above | stantially as set forth.

70

75

80

85

90

05

100

105

110



10

united to a sleeping berth,

&

3. The combination in a sleeping car body |

of seats convertible into berths extending
crosswise over the floor and having center
divisions their armrests perforated to re-
celive hook shaped ends of a rod or bar de-
signed to support partition boards separating
the seats when two facing each other are
sald partition

boards, stationary Steps'secured between

the backs of each section of two seats, to |

facilitate reaching or lea,vmg the upper

881,123

berth and a supporting frame to which said
berths are hinged and they are folded, when
not in use, substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof, he has signed his 15

name to this speclﬁcatlon in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this the 18th day
of May, 1907.
LEOPOLD HOFSCHNEIDER.
Witnesses:
Mary B. KrigBaUM,
Ceciria M. TSCHINKEL.
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