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To all whom 1t may concern:.
Be it known that I, Roy EArRL CHEES-

MAN, a citizen of the Unifed States, residing
at La Fayette, in the county of Tippecanoe

and State of Indiana, have invented a new .

and useful Cotton-Picker, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. ;

This invention relates to implements for
picking cotton by hand and 1its object 1s to
provide a simple, durable and efficient device
of this character which can be manufactured
at slicht cost and which can be easily held
in the hand and readily manipulated.

A still further object is to provide a picker
of this character made entirely of wire and
which is provided with rests or guards for the
fingers whereby the implement can be used
without discomfort to the operator.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction and combinations of parts
which will be hereinafter more fully described
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings is shown
the preferred form of the invention.

In said drawings: Figure 1 1s a perspec-
tive view of the device; and Fig. 2 is ah end
view thereof. '

Referring to the figures by characters of

reference, 1 and 2 are lengths of spring wire
twisted together at their middle portions as

~ shown at 3, said twisted portion being bent
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so as to form two oppositely bowed shanks
A and B formed of opposite end portions of
the wires 1 and 2. One end of wire 1 con-
stitutes a prong 3’ and the adjoining end por-
tion of the wire 2 is twisted around the wire 1
and thence bent laterally as at 4 and extend-
ed }ﬁf,rallel with the prong 3’ as shown at 5.
A third prong 6 is arranged at the other side
of the prong 3 and is formed of a wire having
a looped portion 7 which is twisted around
the engaging end portions of the wires 1 and
9. The end of this loop is extended outward
from the shank and is curved to form a guard
or abutment 8 for the first finger of the hand
of the operator. As shown in Fig. 2 this
guard extends substantially perpendicularly
fo the plane occupied by the fork made up
of the prongs 3, 5 and 6. The end lportions
of the wires constituting the shank B are
twisted about each other as shown at 9 and

terminate in parallel prongs 10 designed,

l to move between the prongs 3, 5 and 6.
The twisted portions 9 extend around a
short wire 11 one end of which is twisted
about the head 12 of the fork formed by
prongs 10 while the other end of said wire 11
is curved away from shank B to form- a
thumb rest 13. As shown particularly m
Fig. 2 this thumb rest is disposed substan-
tially at right angles to the plane occupled by
the shanks A and B. I

In using the device herem described the
same is grasped, with the first or index finger
pressing against the guard 8 and with the
thumb bearing against the rest 13. The
shanks A and B being formed of spring metal
serve to hold the two forks normally spread
apart. By inserting two forks into oppostte
portions of the calyx of the cotton plant and
drawing them toward each other the cotton
will be gripped therebetween and can be

easily removed. By providing one fork with 7

two prongs and the other fork with three
prongs the prongs will work between one an-

it more securely than where the prongs of the
two forks move in the same planes.
It will be seen that this arrangement 1s
very simple and durable in construction and
can be manufactured at slight cost and can

be conveniently carried. As it is very light

it can be easily manipulated and by provia-

ing the guard 8 and tﬁe rest 13 discomtort to

the user is prevented. -
‘What I claim 1s:

An implement for picking cotton consist-
ing of integral oppositely disposed shanks
each consisting soFely of connected spring
wires and movable toward or from each
other, a fork at the free end of each shank, a
finger guard extending laterally from one of
the shanks and in the plane of movement of
said shanks, and a thumb rest upon the
other shank and disposed perpendicularly to
the plane of movement of the shanks, said
finger guard being integral with a tine of one
of the forks. R

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses. '

ROY EARL CHEESMAN.

' Witnesses:
| - Davip H. FLYNN,

when the shanks A and B are drawn together, | ~ JoBN W. WARNER.

other and when gripping the cotton will hold
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