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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Joux J. PETERSON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
caco, in the county of Cook and State of 1lhi-

Improvement in Guard-Rails for Passenger-
Cars, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to guard rails for pas-
senger cars and more particularly sleeping

cars.
Tt is well known to those accustomed to

travel in the type of sleeping cars usually em-
ployed in this country that an entire sectlon,
that is to say, an upper and lower berth, is
that
merely the lower berth will be occupied. In
such cases it is usual for the upper berth to be
left up in its normal, day position, as this at-
fords more space for the lower berth, and 1s
consequently more convenient and gives a
better opportunity for ventilation. The
aisles of sleeping cars are necessarily some-
what narrow, and when a person is walking

down the aisle of the car, he is apt to be

thrown from one side to the other, especially
when the car is rounding curves. At night
when the berth curtains are down, the aisles
seem especially narrow, but when the upper
berths are lowered, a person is able to brace
himself by leaning against the outer edge of
the upper berths. This means of assistance,
however, is lacking when the upper berths

are up in day position, and consequently a

person walking down the aisle is frequently
unable to save himself from being more or
less completely thrown into a berth, much to
the embarrassment both of the occupant of
the berth and the person passing.

The object of my invention is to provide
practical means by which passengers may be
saved from such predicament and be enabled
to pass safely through the aisles of MOVINg
cars either at night or in the day time.

-1 attain my object by the mechanism
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a sleeping car showing the guard rail in
acting position, and also in non-acting POSI-
tion. Fig. 2 is a detail view showing a pre-
ferred means (which is a sleeve) for holding
the two sections of the guard rail in aline-
ment when the rail is in set position, Fig. 3 1s
similar to Fig. 2 except that the sleeve 1s
shown in longitudinal section, Fig. 4 1s a

transverse sectional view of the guard rail

zontal to a vertical

and sleeve taken on the line 4—4, Fig. 3, and
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a device suif-
able for holding the lower extremity ot the
rail sections when not 1n use.

Similar letters refer to similar parts

throughout the several views.
The seat ends @ have attached thereto rods

' b, ¢, which when in set position are adapted

to constitute a guard rail. In the preferred
construction shown in the drawings, the sad

| sections of the rail are pivotally connected to

the seat ends by means of knobs d. These
knobs are rotatable about their horizontal
axes to permit the rods to swing from a horl-
position, as indicated.
By preference, also one or both ot the rods b,
¢, are rotatable in said knob about their own
axes. The rod sections are of such length

and are so mounted upon the seat ends that

when in acting position they may be jomed
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together to form virtually a single continu-

ous rod, but when dropped to a vertical posi-
tion out of use they will clear the floor of the
car.

The preferred means for holding therod sec-
tions b, ¢, horizontally in acting position Is
the sleeve e, which is adapted to slip over
the adjacent ends of the rod sections and
thereby firmly hold them in alinement with
each other. It is desirable that the sleeve
should be permanently held upon one of the
rod sections to prevent its being lost or mis-
laid, and consequently a pin ¢' is fastened
into rod section ¢ and adapted to project
through the slot ¢! in said sleeve. ‘The pre-
ferred means for fastening the sleeve ¢ 1 en-
cagement with the rod section b is the pin b',

fastened in said section b and adapted to en-

ter within the slot ¢* in said sleeve. The
construction is such that when the sleeve is
passed over the section b and the pin bt 1s at
the inner extremity of the slot ¢?, the rod sec-
tions will be rigidly and securely heid 1n
alinement. A catch
lower part of the seat end for bolding the rod
sections and preventing vibration when they
are not in use.

In operation, when the upper berths are up
and it is desired to employ the guard rail, the
two rod sections b and ¢ are brought to a
horizontal position and the sleeve e slipped
over the adjoining ends thereof, thereby
holding them in alinement. A person may
then move up and down the aisle without
danger of being thrown into the section.
When all the rods are up in acting posi-

f is located near the
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tion there is, practically speaking, a continu-

ous hand-rail from one end of the car to the’

other, and yet any portion of this rail may be
lowered at any time when any occupant de-
sires to enter or leave his section. Although
this is intended primarily for sleeping cars, it
1s obvious that 1t may be employed in ordi-
nary day coaches, or in any coaches having
fixed seat ends.

The actual details of construction of this
guard rail may, of course, be considerably

varled without departing from the spirit of

my nvention. |

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A guard rail for passenger cars consist-
ing of two rod sections articulately connected
to the different seat ends. and means for
holding said sections in alinement.

2. A guard rail for passenger cars consist-
1ng of rod sections secured to the different

seat ends, and a sleeve for holding said sec-
tions in alinement.

3. Atwo-part guard rail for passenger cars,

880,914

each part of the rail being adapted to be se-
cured to a seat end, and adapted to swing to
a horizontal position when in use and to a
substantially vertical position when not in
use, and a sleeve mounted upon one of said
rail parts and adapted to disengagingly en-
gage the other rail part for holding the same
in alinement with each other. '
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4. In combination with the body of a pas: '

senger car, a seat end rigidly secured to said
car body, rods articulately connected to the
seat ends, and means for temporarily coup-
ling two rods on different seat ends to-
gether, to thereby hold said rods in aline-
ment In a direction parallel to the length of
the car body.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name in the presence of two wit-
nesses. -

JOHN J. PETERSON.

Witnesses: .
Howarp M. Cox,
C. J. CHRISTOFTEL.
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