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7o all whom 1t may '_dO?icém: . |
Be it known that I, Francis E. BENTON,
of Stoughton, in the county of Norfolk and

State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Imprevements in Shoe-

Lasts: -and I do hereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention; such as will enable -others

skilled in tlie art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. o o

My invention relates to improvements in
the manufacture of shoe lasts and mors pazr-
ticularly to the manner of application of-a
nailing-plate to the heel portion of the last,—

the object of the invention being to apply a

nailing-plate to the heel of a last in such man-
ner as to avoid projecting edges which might
injure the lining of a shoe when the iast is
withdrawn from the latter.

- With this object in view, the invention

“consists in the manner of applying a nailing-

" plate to the heel portion of a ]ast as herein-
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after set forth and pointed out 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawnigs, Ifigure 1 is
a view of a nailing plate showing 1ts form be-
fore it is secured to the last. Fig. 21s a view
of the plate secured to the heel portion of a

last and prior to shaping same; Fig. 3 is a

- view of a portion of a last showing the nailing
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plate in its finished condition appled thereto,

and Fig. 4 is a view in transverse section of
- Fig. 2. | ' '

edge of the last. In the manufacture of

shoes, much difficulty and annoyance have

been caused by the edge of the nailing plate
engaging and marring the lining of the shoe
while the last is being withdrawn therefrom.

In order to avoid this difficulty and to be.

able to apply a nailing plate to any last with-

~ out first shaping the plate to fit the last, 1
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take a plate 1, such .as shown in Fig. 1 and
}grefe‘rably of a size slightly greater than the

ottom of the heel-portion of the last 2, and

bend it at its side edges so that 1t will present
lips or flanges 3 which project shghtly out-
ward when the plate has been secured to the
last. . When the plate thus formed has been

secured to the last by means of suitable fas- | '

Heretofore it has been customafy to it a
nailing-plate to the heel portion of a last so
that its edge will conform or aline with the

'-tenjﬁg dev*ice_s.;s]j&ceé are left. between the

outwardly projecting lips 3 and the bottom

of the heel portion of the last as shown in Fig. °
2.- These spaces will permit the insertion of

one of the blades of a pair of shears, which
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will be employed to trim off the flanged por-

tion close to the juncture thereof with the

These slight outward projections will now be

| hammered down so as to cause the edge ot
the plate to lie closely against the bottom of .

the heel of the last and when the last is used

| body portion of the plate 1.. This will leave
| & very slight outward projection on the plate,
| removed slightly inward from the side edges™
of the heel of the last thus leaving & margin
of - the last projecting .beyond the  plate.
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in the manufacture of shoes, the outer edge .

of the nailin%‘plate will be disposed some-

what inwardly from the outer edge of the
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heel portion.of the last. When the slight -

outward projections above referred to are

hammered down, any. rough edges which

might have been left during the process of . -

-zhearing off the lips or flanges 3, will be re-
wovad. N L .

In applying the plate the rear edge thereof
is sot forward of the rear.edge of the last as

L]

shown in Fig. 2, so that subsequent. tur"ning_' |

is only necessary at the sides. -
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Having fully deseribed my ihvé‘ntién what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent, 1s:— o

1. The method herein desm:ibeci,.d ‘consist- - -
8D

ing in forming a flange or lip at the side edges

of a heel plate, securing said heel plate to a
last, and trimming off the flanges inwardly of

edges of the heel portion of the last.

2. The method herein -described,

heel plate, securing said heel plate to g last,

.consist-.

ing in forming a flange at the side edges of a. 90

trimming -off the greater portion of said

plate against the bottom of the heel portion
of the last. S S

In testimony whefeo-f; I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses. = - - T
 FRANCIS E. BENTON.

-Witnesses: Sl T

Mary R. KNOWLTON,

Winriam W. Risk,

flanges and then hammering the edge-of the
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