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UNITEDI STATESPATENT OFFICE..; _

JOHN FREDERICK AHRENS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

BOTTLE-LABEL.

No. 880,115,

 Specification of Letters Patent.
~ Applioation fled May 3,1907. Serial No.371,680,

~ Patented Feb. 25, 1908.

Be it known that I, JouN. FREDERICK
AHRENS, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding in the borough of Brooklyn, city and
State of New York, have invented certain
Tmprovements in Bottle-Labels, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention comprises a noirf_al_form of
label to be used upon bottles containing bev-

erages, more particularly spirits and liquors

such, for instance, as whisky.

The label is constructed in a speclal man-
ner so that it may be gradually destroyed or
a section thereof stripped down to the suc-
cessive-levels of the contents of the bottle as

successive quantities are poured therefrom:
“whatever such levels may be. =
The manner in which the label 1s con-
structed is hereinafter set forth in detail..

In the drawings; Figure 1isan elevation of

a bottle with the improved label apphed

thereto; Fig. 2, a partial elevation of a modi-

fication; Fig. 3, a partial elevation showing a

modification; Fig. 4, a vertical transverse
section through the wall of the bottle to

which the label is apphed.
The label @ which may, and preferably

‘should, extend from the curved upper part of

the bottle to substantially the bottom there-
of and which will contain appropriate printed
matter, is in the preferred form provided at
the back with a tape or plurality of tapes,
extending from the top to the bottom of the
label by means of which a section of the
label may be gradually to any desired extent
torn out from the top downwardly as the
level of the contents of the bottle becomes
lower. Thusin Fig. 2, the main label is prei-

erably provided with parallel rows of per-

forations b extending from top to bottom;
and, at the back of the label opposite the
nortion thereof between the perforations, is
a tape ¢ the lower end of which may be
turned over the bottom edge of the label and
pasted thereto. Its upper end is provided

with a tab d which may appropriately con-
- tain the words ‘‘Pull to level of whisky.”

A
similar tape having a tab e may be applied to

- the small neck label f in the same manner.

This neck label may appropriately contain

some such inscription as the. following:
“‘ Customer should refuse liquor if its level is

above the point to which the label is torn.”’
When a drink is poured from the bottle, the

55 customer or bartender should, by means of

the tab, tear down the tape breaking away

f

- perience to

the section of the label between the parallel
rows of perforations to the then level of the
liq%mr in the bottle. R ¢

Fig. 3 shows a similar arrangement except

| that the parallel rows of perforations do not

extend in continuous line from top to bot-
tom of the label, but are formed in stag-
gered sections b, &', b’ of which there may be
any desired number and each of which is

groviQed with a tape having a suitable tab
' at its upper end, its lower end d? being

perferably brought through a slit in the labe

“and pasted to the face of the latter. These

tabs may all contain the words * Pull to level
of whisky.” In the arrangement shown in
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Fig. 3, the upper tape of the series of tapes

on the main label extends also along the

of the oval neck label f.
Fig. 1 shows an arrangement similar to

Fig. 3 except that the mu%

ranged in line with each other instead of

ing staggered or offset.

Fig. 4 merely shows the way the ends of

the tapes are brought to the front of the label
and secured as above suggested. |

back
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tiple tapes are ar-

be--
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In apﬁlying the label to € bottle, 1t 1s pre-

ferred that no paste should be applied to
the tape or tapes which, if pasted, might ad-
here too tenaciously to the glass. The tapes

may be of any suitable. material, paper of

proper stren%th having been shown by ex-

e entirely satisfactory. They
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may, of course, be of some appropriate inex- -

pensive textile fabric. _ -
With a bottle sufficlently transparent to
observe the level of its contents a label of
this-character, if properly manipulated, af-
fords the customer protection against being
served from refilled bottles. o
It will be observed that the tapes ¢ in Figs.
1,3 and'4, except those at the-top of the
label or labels extend through horizontal
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slits in the label, that is to say, in Fig. 1, for -

instance, the three lower tapes which are ar-
ranged at the rear of the label between the
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lines of perforations extend through slits at

the u;i)lper ends of the perforations and are
brought to the front, having loose portions
or tabs d’ by means of which the tapes can
be taken hold of to tear the labels. This 1s
clearly indicated in Fig. 4. In Fig. 3 the
arrangement is similar except that the tapes
are arranged in different vertical planes.
The lower end d? of each tape may be secured

‘to the label between lines of perforations by

being brought through a sht and pasted to
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' the f-ront ef the la.bel as before descrlbed and

'asshowanlgs 1, 2&11d3
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I claim:

the slit to the front of the label.

the slits to the front of the label.

short transverse slits arranged in different
‘horizontal and vertical planes, vertical lines |
- of perfera.tlons extendin downwardl from |

~ the uppeér ends of the slits and a series of
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~ tapes arranged in rear of the label between
F perforations and extending at

the llnes 0

1. A bottle label formed with - a short |
transverse slit and vertical lines of perfora-

I ~tions extending downwardly from opposite
- ends of the sht and a ta f)e arranged in rear

 of the label between the
and extending out at its upper end through. |

vertically arranged
from the top of the

ines of perforations

upper end for the ose specified.
2. A bottle label- formed with a series of | - by urp pe

- short transverse slits in different horizontal
~ planes and vertical lines of perforations ex-
~ tending downwardly from opposite ends of

the slits and a series of tapes arranged in rear
~of the label between the' 1p

ines of perforations
~ and extending at their upper ende threugh'

880,115

-'thelr u*:-pber ends through the ehte to the front- -
| of the

4. A bettle le.bel formed Wlth twe lmee of |

label and having a forwardly prO]ectlng

Iperferatmns extending ..
abel downwards and a

tape arranged in rear of the label between the
perforations having its lower end turned out-
ward and secured to the front face of the
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5. A bottle label formed with a geries of -

short transverse slits a.rranged in different S

| horizontal planes and vertical lines of per-
forations extending downwardly from the
upper ends of the slits and tabs EJI‘O]eCtln
forwardly from the upper ends

the label

sections bounded by sald ehts and perfo-

' rations.
3. A bottle label formed Wlth a serles of

In teetlreony whereof I have hereunto- .

subscrlbed my name.
‘JOHN FREDERICK AHRENS

Witnesses SR
AW W, MILLER,
M L. AHRENS --
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