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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that we, Fravcis A. Ray-
MOND and FRANK DETTMANN, citizens of the
United States, residing at Judson, in the
county of Morton and State of North Da-

kota, have invented certain new and useful |

Impl ovements in Skirt-Supporters, of Whlch
the following is a specification.

The preeent invention relates to certeln
new and useful improvements in skirt sup-
porters, and has for its object to provide a
simple and mexpensive device of this char-
acter which is peculiarly designed so that 1t
cannot In any manner 1mjure the garment to
which 1t is applied.

To this end the invention 1s n the nature
of a clamp comprising a pair of hinged jaws
between which the skirt 1s clamped, the j ]aws

being normally forced apart by means of a

spring and novel means being employed for
preventing the garment from coming into
contact with the Spring.

For a full description of the mvention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction and
the means for effecting the result, reference
is to be had to the followmo* deserlptlon and
accompanying drawings, in Whlch

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
a,ppheetlon of the invention. FIig.21isa  side
elevation of the skirt supporter, the jaws be-
Ing in an open position. Kig. 3 1s a sectional
view through the hinged portion of the
wrench.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1 the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawi ngs by the same
reference characters.

The clamp employed for engaging the skirt
comprises the companion jaws 1 and 2 which
are 1In the nature of elongated strips and
have their lower ends enlerﬂ ed at 3, the said
handle portions termmetmg in the trans-

verse shoulders 4 on the inner face of the

jaws. 'The enlarged portions 3 of the two
Jaws of the clemp are hingedly connected by

means of a strip 5 extending around the ends
thereof and secured to the outer faces there-
of.
the Jaws at the enlarged portions thereof is a

coil spring 6, the ends of which are received
within recesses or cepressions 7 formed 1n the
jaws. When the two clamping jaws are
forced together the coil spring 6 1s entirely
housed within the depressions 7 and the two |

Interposed between the inner faces oi | with the spring,

shoulders 4 codperate with each other to
form a stop which prevents that portion of
the garment retained between the jaws from
slipping downwardly against the spring. A
guard is also provided for preventing the
Derment from coming into contact with the

spring when the jaws are swung apart, and

this guard is in the nature of a pin 8 project-
ing 111werdly from one of the jaws above the
0011 spring 6 and received loosely by an open-
ing in the opposite jaw.- It will thus be ap-
parent that as the two jaws are opened end
closed the pin 8 slides freely within the said
opening and forms a barrier extending across
the jaws which effectively prevents the skirt
from being drawn downwardly against the
spring. Theupperend of the jaw 1 1sformed
with the extension 9 which carries a spring
catch 10 designed to engage the extremity ot
the opposite jaw 2 for the purpose of locking
the two jaws 1n a closed position. This ex-
tension 9 may also have a loop 11 of any suit-
able material applied thereto by means of
which the supporter can be connected to the
belt or Suspended in any other suitable man-
ner.

It will thus be apparent that we have pro-
vided an improved supporter by means of
which the skirt can be retained in the de-
sired position without imnjury thereto, there-
by leaving the hands free for any desired use.

Having thus described the invention, what

18 clelmed as New 1S:

1. A skirt supporter comprising a pair of
clamping jaws having corresponding ends
thereof enlarged, the said enlarged portions
being hinged and terminating in transverse
shoulders one of sald jaws being formed
with an extensmn and means carried by the
extension for engaging the opposite jaw to
hold the two jaws tocrether

2. A skirt supporter comprising a pair of
clamping jaws having corresponding ends
thereof enlarged and hinged, a spring inter-
posed between the enlerged portions, the
sald enlarged portions terminating in shoul-
ders which cooperate with each other to pre-
vent the garment from coming mto contact
one of sald jJaws being
formed with an extensmn and means carried
by the extension for engaging the opposite
1aw to hold the jaws together

3. A skirt supporter comprising a pair ot
clamping jaws having corresponding ends
thereof hmged a spring interposed between
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the jaws, and a guard for prevénting the gar-

ment from coming into contact with the
spring. -

4. A skart supporter comprising a pair of
clamping jaws having corresponding ends
thereor hinged, a spring interposed between
the clamping jaws, and a pin carried by one
of the jaws and operating loosely within an
opening m the opposite jaw to prevent the
garment from coming into contact with the
Spring. ' -

5. A skirt supporter comprising a pair of
clamping jaws having corresponding ends
thereof enlarged and hinged, the said enlarged
portions terminating in shoulders and bemg

provided with corresponding depressions, a

spring interposed between the jaws and
operating within the depressions, and a guard
memberforpreventing the garment from com-
ing into contact with the spring.
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6. A skirt supporter comprising a pair of
clamping jaws having corresponding ends en-
larged and hinged, the said enlarged portions
being formed with corresponding depres-
sions, a spring interposed between the jaws
and operating within the depressions, a
guard pin carried by one of the jaws and op-
erating loosely within an opening in the op-

posite jaw, one of said jaws being provided

with an extension, and means carried by the
extension for engaging the opposite jaw for
holding the jaws in a closed position. |

~ In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
fures 1n presence of two witnesses. '

FRANCIS A. RAYMOND. [u. s.]
FRANK DETTMANN. L. 8.]

Witnesses: o
CHas. F. PETERSON,
Cuas. H. Prcxer.
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