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To all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Wirrianm STERNBERG,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee
and State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Cigar-
Bunchers; and I do hereby declare that the

followingis a full, clear, and exact cescription

thereof.

Lhe object of my invention is to provide a
simple, economical and accurate adjustable
bunching device for cigars or the like, where-
by cigars may be formed or gaged into vari-
ous sized bundles conforming to the dimen-
sions of boxes into which they are thereafter
packed, the construction and arrangement
being such that an operator may qulickly set
the adjustable parts to a desired dimension
preparatory to the operation, said invention
consisting in various details of construction
and combination of parts as hereinafter de-
seribed with reference to the accompanying
drawings and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 represents a

- side elevation of a device emhodying the

features of my invention, the mechanism
being shown in its closed or full compressed
position, with parts broken away and parts
In section, as indicated by line 1—1 of Kig. 2,
to betterillustrate the details of construction;
If1g. 2, a plan view of same with parts broken
away and m section; Fig. 3, a detail sectional
elevation of the compression-mechanism, as
indicated by line 3—3, the said mechanism
being shown in its open position, and Ifig. 4,
a cross-sectional view of the same as indi-
cated by line 4-4 of the preceding ficure.
Referring by numerals to the drawings, 1
indicates a rectangular base-board having

) secured thereto a rear side-wall 2 and an end-

wall 3, the latter being apertured to permit

the passage therethrough of a brace-block 4,

which block forms part of a longitudinally
adjustable head-block 5. The adjustable
end wall is secured to a flat metallic strip 6,
that rests in and is guided by a channel 7 in
the face of the base-board. The strip 1s flush
with said base-board face and is held in its
adjusted position by a bolt 8. The holt
passes through a slot 9 in the strip and
through an apertured recess 10 of the lower
face of the base-board, in which apertured
recess it 1s secured by thumb-nut 11 that is
. threaded-engagement with the bolt, the
latter being located adjacent to the end of
the base-board opposite the end-wall 3 as

{ shown.

A compression head-block 12 is in
slidable-engagement with the base-board at

the opposite end thereof to that occupied by
60

sald adjustable head-block. This compres-
sion head-block is supported by a bracket 13

secured thereto and having feet 14 that rest

upon the base-board, said feet being guided
in runways 15 of a spider 16, which spider is

secured by screws to said base-board. A
bridge-piece 17 of the spider connects the

runways and 1s provided with upwardly ex-
tending ears 18, between which ears is
pivoted a hand-lever 19 having a short
arm 20, that forms a pivotal connection
for one end of a toggle-link 21, the op-

posite end of the toggle - link being piv-

oted between ears 22 of the COMPressor
head-block bracket. The hand-lever which
1s of the bell-crank type and serves
as a means by which the compressor
head-block is moved, to and from, the ad-
justable head-block, the forward or com-

7

| pressing movement being limited by the

radial throw of the short arm 20 of said
hand-lever, while the retracting movement
of said compressor head-block 1is regulated
by a stop-gage 23. The position of this oage
determines the length of reciprocative move-
ment or play of the compressor head-block
and 1 consequence thereof controls the
amount ot compression to be given a bundle
of cigars placed between said COMPressor
head-block and the adjustable head-block,
the latter being adjustable for the purpose of

of cigars in accordance with the size of a box
tor which they are intended. The stop-gage
25 consists of a slotted finger which is
mounted upon a boss 24 forming part of one
of the runways 15, it being, as shown, pref-
erably upon the front runway as the more
accessible position, and is held thereon by a

a fixed set, controlling the length of bunches
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thumb-screw 25 which passes through the

slot of said stop-gage and is in threaded-
engagement with the boss, the thumb-screw
permitting various fixed adjustments of the
aforesaid stop-gage. _

The device is set for work by first throw-
ing the hand-lever to the position as shown
i Kig. 1, the compressor head-block being
at the forward limit of its stroke. The ad-
justable head-block is then moved until its

inner edge gages exactly with the length of

the boxes to be used, after which said block
and 1ts carrying strip arelocked by the thumb-
nut 11, Now, in order to give the cigars the
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proper compression, it is only necessary to
set the stop-gage back from the outer sur-
face of the compression head-block, a dis-
tance that would be sufficient for said com-
pression. The compression-block 1s then
withdrawn by throwing back the hand-lever,
which movement is checked by the stop-gage
contacting with said block. The cigars are
then assembled between the two blocks with
the side-wall 2 as a back-gage, and thereafter
the hand-lever is swung over to the position
shown in Fig. 1, compressing the bundle of
cigars, and owing to the short arm 20 having
passed an imaginary straight line between
the pivot points of the toggle-link, said hand-
lever will lock the compression head-block 1n
this position, until such time as the. cigars
are formed in shape to be packed into a box,
after which the aforesaid hand lever 1s op-
erated to withdraw said compression head-
block preparatory to refilling the device.
I ¢claim: ,

1. In acigar-bunching device comprising a
base having a side-wall and a head-block;
the combination of a slotted strip secured to
the head-block in slidable engagement with.
the base, locking means connecting the strip
and base, acompression head-block, a bracket
sectired thereto, feet extending from the
bracket, a spider having runways into which

the feet are fitted, a bell-crank lever in pivotal |
~ conneetion with the spider, a toggle-link 1m |

with a short-arm, a toggle-link in
connection with said arm of the hand-lever
and head-block, and an adjustable gage

879,507

pivotal connection with the bell-crank lever

and bracket, and an adjustable stop-gage
carried by the base, whereby limited move-
ment of the compression head-block 1n one
direction is had. | |

9. In a cigar-bunching device comprising a
frame, a spider mounted upon the irame, a
compression head-block in slidable-engage-
ment with the spider, a hand-lever pivoted
to the latter, the hand-lever being provided
pivotal

carried by the spider, whereby the motion of
the hand-lever 1s limited in one direetion.

3. In a cigar-bunching device, a side-wall,
a base in connection with the side-wall pro-
vided with a longitudinal channel, a strip
adjustable in the channel flush with the base,
means for securing the strip in adjustable
position, a head-block carried by sald strip,
and a compression head-block in slidable-
connection with said base opposite the head-
block aforesaid.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
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have hereunto set my hand at Milwaukee, in

the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin in the presence of two witnesses.
- WILLIAM STERNBERG.
Witnesses: | |
A, L. GROOTEMAAT,
E. M. SMITHY.
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