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To all whom it may concern:
- a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of
5 Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
- ment m Cutting and Strin V1
- Spool Adhesive Plasters, of which the follow-
- Ing description, in connection with the ac-
- companying drawing, is a specification, like
- 10 letters on the drawing representing like parts.
;3 The invention has for its object the pro-
" 7 duction of simple and effective means where-
. by web-like material in roll form, such as ad-
hesive surgical plaster, may be readily cut in
15 order that the plaster can be severed in de-

sired lengths, and also stripped longitudi- |

nally when a strip of less width than the

plaster 1s required. _
Adhesive surgical plaster is frequently put

wound and cut with scissors or a knife when

. used, as 1t 1s practically impossible to sever |

the plaster by tearing it across.. -

The use. of scissors or a knife is inconven-
1ent, as at times it 1s of great moment to use
the plaster when a cutting implement is not
at hand. L

My present invention provides a Simple de-.
~vice, mounted permanently upon the spool,

30 by nieans of which the edge ot the plaster is

cut when desired, the severance of the plaster

being then completed readily by tearing it
across. I have also so arranged the cuttm(gf

device that the plaster may be stripped

35 loxsgitudinally when required. -

- The various novel features of my invention
‘will be fully described in the subjoined speci-

fication and particularly pointed out in the |

following claims. | - .
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a spool ad-
hesive plaster with one embodiment of my in-
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vention applied thereto; Fig. 2 is a left hand

end elevation thereof; Fig. 3 is a perspective
view showing the cutting device in position
to cut the edge of the plaster; Fig. 4 1s a per-
spective view of the spool, with the cutting

evice in normal, inoperative position. Fig.
5 1s a much enlarged detail in perspective of
the cutting device and the adjacent end of
the carrier. ' o
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construction, comprising circular heads a, b,
- connected by a cylindrical core ¢ upon which

the web of material, such as adhesive surgical

56 plaster, is mounted in roll form at P.

ing Devices for

up in roll form on a spool; from which it 1s un-

- The spool may be of any suitable or usual.

'
.
n

Be 1t known that I, WmLLiam J. WaLsg,

f

| the blade 1s

and then forcing

for a purpose to be described.
By mﬁ){

In practice the heads are usually made of
thin sheet metal, and are rotatable relatively
to the core, facilitating the drawing off of the
plaster when required.

_In the present embodiment of my invention
I form an aperture o’ in one of the spool
heads, near its periphery, and upon the ex-
terior of the S&itli) head I mount a resilient or
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spring arm 1, constituting a blade-carrier.

One end of the blade-carrier is fixedly se-
cured to the head in any suitable manner, as
by striking up opposite ears 2 from the head,
inserting the end of the arm 1 between them,
[ . them down thereupon, pref-
erably also soldering said parts together.  7g

The .arm or blade-carrier is extended dia-

65.

metrically across the head ¢ and its free end

18 herein shown as bent at 3 and extended

through the aperture a’, to form a blade and

preferably its opposite edges are sharpened, 75.
as at 4, see Fig. 5. L
The blade is tapered, and its extremity
turned out, as at 5, transversely to the blade,
to form a rather pointed prong or stripper,
_ 20
the blade-carrier of spring steel
.conveniently made integral

therewith, so that its cutting edges can be

ng

readily sharpened. .

}

- The blade-carrier is slightly bent outward

85
so that normally its resiliency throws it out-

ward into full line position Fig. 1, and as

shown in Fig. 4, retracting the blade 3 so

that its prong or stripper 5 is held against the |

inner side of the head a, and at such time the
plaster can be unwound from the spool with-
out any hindrance. - '
When the desired length is drawn off the
user presses the blade-carrier down upon the
head a, thereby moving the blade 3 inward 95
through the aperture a” into operative posi-
tion, see dotted lines Fig. 1 and full lines Fig. 3.
The adjacent edge p, Fig. 3, of the plaster
1s now drawn firmly across the cutting edge
4 of the blade and a transverse cut ismade in 100
the plaster at its edge. o o
By a sharp ﬁ)ul] the plaster can then be
readily torn all the way across, from the
starting cut made as described, and the de-
sired length is severed from the plaster, the 105
blade being returned to inoperative position
as soon as pressure i1s removed from the
blade-carrier. | -
‘When the latter is pressed against the

920

| head 1t also bears against the end of the core 110
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¢ and holds the la,tter from rotatlon When the | blade, pressure upon said blade—carner osl-
ead

~ edge of -the pla,ster is drawn across the cut-
| tmg blade. -
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If it 1s desn'ed to. stnp the pla,ster longi-
tudma,ll it is drawn down upon the prong
oT strlpper 5 and pulled in the direction of its
length, the thin edge of the stripper acting

to cut the plaster longitudinally, 1t being
understood that when the stripper is used
the blade-carrier will be pressed against the
spool head, as in Fig. 3.

The dewce obviates the use of scissors or a

‘knife, and is always ready for use, while at

the same time it offers no obstruction to
drawing the plaster off the spool for any de-
sired length.

As best shown in Fig. 5 the edges of the
stripper 5 are set In somewha,t from the edges
4 of the blade 3, in order that when the
plaster 1s drawn across an edge 4 to make the
transverse cut the stripper wﬂl not interfere
with such operation.

While the resiliency of the blade-carrier 1
normally holds the stripper 5 against. the i in-
ner side of the spool-head a I prefer to make
a slight indentation or recess aX in the latter,

see-the broken out portion of Fig. 1, 1n order

that normally the stripper will lie ‘substan-
tially flush with the inner side of said head,

to thereby obviate any chance of the plaster'

engaging 1t should it be desired to wind onto
the spool an unused portion of the plaster.
Having fully described my invention, what

1 claim as new and desn'e to secure by Let-

ters Patent 1s:—
1. As an article of manufacture a spool

comprising & cylindrical core and connected
circular heads one of which has an aperture
near its periphery, a plaster roll mounted on-

the core, a cutting blade movable through
the aperture n the spool head, and a resilient
blade-carrier fixedly secured to the exterior
of the apertured head of the spool, pressure
upon the carrier forcing the blade inward to
cut the edge of the plaster when drawn across
the blade. .

2. As an article of manufacture, a spool
having connected heads one of which is aper-
tured near its periphery, a resilient blade-
carrier fixedly secured at one end to the ex-
terior of said apertured head and having its
free end opposite the aperture, a blade
mounted on the free end of the blade-carrier
and extended into the aperture, and a plaster

roll mounted between the heads of the spool,
 the blade-carrier normally retracting the |
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.tlonmfr the blade at the inner side of the

Ito cut. the edge of the plaster when drawn

across 1t.
3. As an a,rtlcle of manufacture, a spool

' having connected heads one of which is aper-

tured near 1ts periphery, a plaster roll mount-
ed on the spool between its heads, and a
manually controlled blade movable through

60
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the aperture into position at the inner side of
the head to cut the edge of the plaster when

drawn across the blade.

4. As an article of manufacture, a spool

‘having connected heads one of which is aper-

70

tured near its periphery, a plaster roll mount-

ed ~on the spool between its heads, and a

manually controlled combined cuttmg blade

and stripper, movable through the aperture
into position to cut the edge of the plaster

79

transversely or to strlp the plaster longitudi-

nally, as desired. -

5. As an article of manufacture, 'a, spool
having connected heads one of which is aper- -

tured near its periphery, a plaster roll inount-

“ed on the spool between its heads, a resilient
arm fixedly secured at one end on the exte-

rior of the apertured head and having its free

end bent to pass through the aperture and

sharpered to form a blade, and an out-turned
stripper on the blade transverse thereto, the

80
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arm normally maintaining the blade retract-
ed and the stripper adj acent the i inner side ol

the head.

6. As an article of manufacture, a spool
comprising connected heads, a roll of adhe-
sive plaster mounted thereon, and manually
controlled means mounted on one of the

heads to form a transverse cut in the edge of

the plaster, whereby the latter may be read-—
ily severed into desu'ed lengths.

7. As an article of manufacture, a spool

comprising conneeted heads, a web of mate-
rial in roll form mounted on the spool be-
tween 1ts heads, and a manually movable
blade mounted on one of the heads and
adapted to be moved into position to trans-
versely cut the edge of the web When drawn
across the blade. -

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this speclﬁcatlon in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM J. WALSH.

Witnesses:
JoEN C. EDWARDs,
MARGARET A. DUNN.
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