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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jor W. Errz, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Maple
River Junction, in the county of Carroll and
State of Towa, have invented a new and use-
ful Corn-Husker, of which the following is a

specification.

This invention relates to corn huskers.

In devices of this character as usually con-
structed, it is customary to mount the husk-
ing hook upon a supporting plate which
extends partly along the wrist and termn-
nates in the central portion of the palm ot
the hand. The construction in these prior
devices is such that one strap 1s passed
around the wrist, and another strap is passed
around the palm of the hand in front of the
thumb. The objection to this usual arrange-
ment of corn huskers is that it produces a
stiffness between the wrist and the hand, so
that it interferes with the free action of the
operator; that is to say, by reason of the
double attachment of the supporting plate
to the hand and the wrist, it 1s diflicult to
flex or bend the hand with relation to the
wrist. |

The object of my present invention 1s to
overcome the disadvantages of prior forms
of corn huskers by providing simple and 1m-
proved means for fastening them entirely to
the wrist of the hand, above the base of the
thumb, so that the rigid metallic support-
ing plate will not project within the bounda-
ries of the palm of the hand. By means of
my present construction, I not only provide
an improved corn husker which will not
interfere with the proper movements of the
hand and wrist, but I also provide a
thoroughly efficient brace for the wrist so as
to prevent the same from easily becoming
strained in the action of husking corn.

A further object of the present imvention
is to provide an improved form of thumb
strap, as well as to increase the strength of
the device by attaching the wrist straps
directly to the supporting plate.

With the foregoing and other objects 1n
view, which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed as a practical embodi-
ment thereof.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification: Figure 1 1s a per-
spective view showing the means for attach-

' ing the improved husker to the wrist above

the base of the thumb. Ifig. 2 1s a perspec-
tive view of the husker removed from the
hand. Fig. 3is a transverse section through
the forward edge of the attaching plate and
pad. Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken longi-
tudinally through the husking hook.

Like reference numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in the diflerent figures of the
drawing. '

The reference numeral 1 indicates a pad
which preferably is formed of leather and 1s
rectangular in shape, the thickness of the pad
1 being such that it can be readily passed
around the wrist of the hand above the base
of the thumb without encroaching on the
palm, and the length of said pad being, of
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course, sufficient to permit it extending en-

tirely around the wrist. Mounted upon the
pad 1 is an attaching plate 2 which is curved
in the usual manner to conform to the shape
of the wrist. The length of the attaching
plate 2 is slightly less than the width of the
pad 1, so that said plate 2 will not project
beyond the boundaries of the pad 1 and will
consequently not extend within the bound-
aries of the palm of the hand. Adjacent to
its forward end the attaching plate is formed
with laterally extending wings 3. The ex-
treme forward edge of the attaching plate 2
is flared or bent slightly outward as shown at
4 s0 as to avold forming a sharp corner or
edge which might come mto contact with
the hand during its various movements In
shocking corn.  When the pad and plate are
arranced in proper position upon the wrist,
the flared forward edge 4 of the plate 2 is
located just above the base of the thumb,
so that the hand can have great freedom of
movement with respect to the wrist. The
pad 1 and attaching plate 2 are preferably
secured to the wrist by means of a plurality
of straps 5 and 6. The rear strap 5 prefer-
ably extends between the narrow rear end of
plate 2 and the pad 1, and suitable fastening
devices, such for example, as rivets 7 extend
through the plate 2, strap 5 and pad 1, so as
to secure these elements firmly together.
The forward strap 6 preferably is formed 1n
two sections, the end of each of which sec-
tions is passed under one of the laterally ex-
tending wings 3 and is secured in position
between said wings and the pad 1 by means
of a rivet 7. At one end, each of the straps
5 and 6 is provided with a suitable fastening
device, such, for example, as a buckle 8.
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Adjacent to the buckles 8, the straps 5 and !

6 are securely fastened to the pad 1 by means
such as rivets 9.  The opposite free ends of
the straps 5 and 6 are passed through suit-
able slotted portions of the

relation to the pad as well as to prevent the

pad from slipping from under the straps

when they are engaged by the buckle.
Formed integral with the forward edge of

the pad 1, as indicated at 11, is a thumb
strap 12 which extends forwardly around the

thumb of the wearer and is then passed back-
6 and the pad 1,
atter which it is engaged by a fastening de-
vice or buckle 13 which is secured in position
by a rivet 14 extending through the buckle
strap 15, strap 5 and pad 1. R
The husking hook 16 which is preferably
formed with the double prongs 17, is riveted
or otherwise suitably secured to the attach-
ing plate 2 and rests at its forward end
against the outwardly flared portion 4 of the
attaching plate, the curve of which conforms
to the curve of the adjacent portion of the
hook. This construction enables the hook

to be placed at the extreme forward edge of
the attaching plate where it can be used most |

advantageously in shocking corn without re-
tarding the movements of the hand, as before
explained. -
The mmproved corn husker of this inven-
tion 1s strong, simple, durable and inexpen-
sive in construction, as well as thoroughly
efficient in operation.
plained, by reason of the fact that it is secured
entirely to the wrist and does not encroach

- upon the palm of the hand, the freedom of

movement of the operatorisgreatly inereased,

As previously ex-

_ > pad 1 as indi- |
cated at 10 so as to retain them in proper
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for which reason he is able to handle dlarger
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quantity of corn than is possible when using

| a husking device which retards the free

movement of the hand.
What 1s claimed is:— |
1. A corn husker comprising a pad pro-
vided with loops, wrist straps passed through
the loops, one end of each of the straps being
provided with a buckle, and one of the straps

being provided intermediate of its ends with
a buckle disposed approximately at right

‘angles to its terminal buckle, a thumb strap

forming an integral extension of the pad and
being adapted to pass beneath one of the

wrist straps and to engage the intermediate
‘buckle of the other strap, a supporting plate

secured to the pad and to the straps, and a
pronged hook carried by the plate. -

2. A corn husker comprising a pad Pro-
vided with loops, wrist straps passed through
the loops, one end of each of the straps being
provided with a buckle, and one of the straps
being provided intermediate of its ends with
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a buckle disposed approximately at right

angles to its terminal buckle, a thumb strap
forming an integral extension of the pad and
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being adapted to pass beneath one of the

wrist straps and to engage the intermediate
buckle of the other strap, a supporting plate
secured to the pad and to the straps, and
having its upper edge concaved, and a
pronged hook carried by the plate.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

-y own, 1 have hereto affixed my signature

1 the presence of two witnesses.
| JOL W. ERTZ.
Witnesses: -
MATHIAS L. ERTZ,
J. BEN BruwinG.
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