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To all whom 1t may concern: _

Be it known that we, Burr V. CLark and
WirLiam C. Cooxson, citizens of the United
States, the former residing at the city and
county of Providence, the latter at Arctic, in
the county of Kent, and both in the State of

Rhode Island; have invented a certain new

and useful Improvement in Keyv-Ring De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. '
The object of our invention is to produce a
key-ring device having a concealed means to

cure 1n a closed condition as desired.

The invention consists of the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, as here-
mafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
Figure 1 represents a top plan view of our
mproved device, as closed. TFig. 2 a similar
view, showing the device open, and, Fig. 3
an enlarged central longitudinal sectional
view of the device, taken in line x—a of Fig.
1, showing a ball roller for malking frictional
contact 1n holding the device in a closed
condition.

Like reference characters indicate like
parts throughout the views.

A and B represent two S-shaped members
made from flat spring metal and pivoted
together at their central portion upon a
rivet ¢, which is firmly secured to the mem-
ber B. These members A and B have their
crossover or body portion d, d extending
straight from their hook portions d’, &, and
which latter are made to overlap each other
when the device is in a closed condition, as
seen 1n Iig, 1.

The crossover or body portion d of the
member B 1s provided with a circular groove

the pivot center ¢, and this groove ¢ meets
with two opposite extending grooves ¢, ¢
which decrease in depth toward the outer
extremity of the body portion of said memn-

ber B.
A ball roller

J 1s of a size to loosely fit

within the circular groove ¢ and the lower.

adjacent part of the grooves ¢, ¢. When
the ball roller is in the groove ¢ the members
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A and B may be moved to their open posi-
tion, as shown in Fig. 2.

To secure the device in a closed condition
one pair of hooks d’ is grasped upon to spring
both members A and B apart, to the posi-
tion indicated by broken lines in Fig. 3, to
permit the ball to roll within either groove
¢/, alter which said members are allowed to
assume their contracted position upon each
other and held from rotation by the frictional
contact ol the ball f between the incline of
its groove ¢’ and inner face of the member A.

When the device is secured in a closed
condition, as described, the manner of open-
g the device remains a puzzle to any other
than the owner, for the reason that the
securing-means is concealed within the de-
vice. __

As now understood, to open the device the
owner first inclines it, as in Fig. 3, and next
springs the members apart and causes the
ball roller to descend within the circular
groove ¢, when said roller will be free of con-
tact with the member A and the device
easily opened.

Lhis device forms an attractive novelty, is

convenient, durable, and inexpensive to

manufacture.

What we claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In a key-ring device, the combination of
two S-shaped- members whose body portions
extend straight and are pivoted together at
their central part, one of said members hav-
Ing a circular groove surrounding its pivot
center and mecting with two oppositely ex-
tending grooves which decrease in depth to-
ward their extremities, and a ball roller to
operate 1n the grooves of said member to

upinge against and hold by frictional con-

tact the other member, substantially as set

forth.

In testimony whercol we aflix our signa-
tures i presence of two witnesses.
BURT V. CLARK.
WILLIAM C. COOKSON.
Witnesses:
ALBERT T. MaRrsu,
ALBERT H. Smrrim.
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