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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Joax H. TAyLor, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

‘Waterloo, in the county of Douglas and State

of Nebraska, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements inMetallic Railway-
Signals, of which the following 1s a specifica-
tmn

My invention relates to a new and useful
metallic railway - signal and more particu-
larly to a signal to take the place of the
ordinary staff and fabric-flag used on the

heads of locomotives, on cabooses and along

the tracks.

The object of my mnvention 1s to provide
a signal consisting of a plurality of pivotally
held metallic blades that are capable of being

handle when the 51011&1 1s not In use.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel arrangement of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings and pointed out 1n the claims here-
with appended. -

Referring to the. accompanying drawings,
wherein like characters of reference denote
similar parts throughout the several views:—
Figure 1, 1s a view 1n perspective showing
the Slﬂnal with both flags out. Iig. 2, 1s an
end view thereof 1001{1110' in direction of the
arrow, Kig. 1. Iig. 3,1s a side elevation with

one of the outer walls partly broken away

showing the signal as folded 1n engagement

with the stall or handle. Fig. 4, is a view in
perspective of one of the metallic signal
blades. Ifig. 5, 1s a side elevation of another
form of signal consisting of pivotal metallic
signal blades the same bemf}' shown in opera-
tive p051t1011 one of the ﬂaos being out.
Fig. 6, is an end view thereot looking in
direction of the arrow, Kig. 5. Iig. 7,15 a
side elevation ShOWlIlG" the 8101121,1 blades
closed or folded in enganement with the
handle and locked from falling out. Fig. 8,
1s a plan view of Kig. 5. Kig. 9, 1s a view 1n
perspective of one of the ﬂacr or signal blades.
Referring to the drawmﬂs A, deswnates
flag stafl or handle being longltudmally re-
cessed to form two 'housings 1, and 2 and
having its lower end rounded to form a hand-
hold 3. ' -
Pivotally held by means of the pins 4
within the housings 1, and 2, are a plumhty
of metallic flag or swna,l blades 5, which are

folded into engagement with the stafl or

connecting straps 6, by means of the pins 7.
The stmps 6, are notched at their lower end
as at 8, to receive the locking means which

consists of the L shaped lockmﬂ plate 9,

which is prvotally held between the ears 10

by means of the pin 11, and held in a locked

position by means of the expansion spring
12 as shown. When in practical use, only
one flag is displayed instead of two as shown
in Iig. 1 of the drawing, the drawing being
made this way only, to illustrate the same
clearly. Omne of the flags 1s painted green
while the other is white. If the Signal 1S
used for track services the flags of metallic
sional blades are pulled out from oppostte
Sldes instead of from one side of the stafl as
shown in the drawings.

Erom the foregoing it will be understood
that when the flag or signal 1s not required
for use 1t may be incased or folded up 1n
engagement with the handle or stafl as
shown 1 Iig. 3
- Referring to the modification of my inven-
tion as shown in Kigs. 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, the
same consists of the handle or staff B be-
ing longltudmaljy recessed to form two hous-
ings 13, and 14, and having its lower por-
tion rounded to form a handchold 15.

Pivotally held by means of the
within the housings 13 and 14, are a plurahty
of metallic flag or signal blades 17, each being
provided with the slotted ~openmg 18, and
ear 19, as shown, through which slotted open-
ings pass the pins 20, which serve to hold the
blades together, while permitting a certain
degree of movement of the blades on one
another as clearly shown in Fig. 5. 1t will
be observed that one of these blades 17 1s
held from falling out ot the housings by means
of the pin 21, as shown 1n Fig. 5, of the draw-
ing. The front of the flag staft
i1s covered by means of the plate 22 hawmg
the pocket 23, which receives the ears 19, of
the signal- blades 17. _

The means for holding the blades in a
locked position consists of the approximately

U-shaped metal member 24, which 1s piv-
oted by means of the pin 25, at a point near
the top of the staff as shown in Fig. 5. The

“downwardly extending lip 26, of the locking

plate 24, rides in the outer edge ot the blades

117, when opened and held in engagement

with the side edges of the blades when in a
closed position as shown in Fig. 7. Thas
lock plate 24, 1s under spring tension as dis-

at their extreme forward end pwoted to the | closed at 27, as shown 1n Kigs. 5, and 7. It

pin 16, .

or handle B,

60

70

75

80

90

90

100

105

110



O

&2

wi1ll be observed that each of the lowéf bilades
17, are provided with the ear 28, to easily

15 desired to pull the blades out, the opera-
tor pulls the locking plate 24, upward as
shown m Fig. 5, which causes Iip 29, to partly

push blades 17 out, when then the operator

~takes hold of ears 28, and pulls blades down
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-The blades

to position shown in Fig. 5.
then hold themselves in p081t1011
It is of course understood that I do not
wish to limit myself to the use of any particu-
lar kind of material in constructing my im-
proved signal or flag, and 1t 1s also evident

that various changes may be resorted to in

the forms, proportlons constructions, and
arrangements of parts described without
departing from the spirit and scope of the
mmvention; hence I do not wish to be confined
to the exact construction herein set-forth
and especilally 1n the locking means, but con-
sider mysell entitled to all such cha,nges or
variations as may fall within the spirit and
scope of my invention.

Having fully described my invention,
what I claim 1s:

1. A signal comprising longitudinally re-
cessed stafl and a series of hinged metallic

sections to form a flag.

2. A signal comprising a longitudinally re-
cessed stafl and a series of hinged metallic
sectlons having engagement with one another

‘to form a flag.
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3. A signal comprising a longitudinally re-

“cessed stafl, a series of folding metallic sec-
pull the blades out when desired. When 1t |

tions pwotally connected to said staff and
means for locking the same.

4. A signal comprising a longitudinally re- '

cessed stafl, a plurality of pivotally held
metallic sections arranged to form a flag, and
means for connecting said sections.

5. A signal comprising a longitudinally re-

cessed staff, a plurality of metallic sections
pivotally connected to said staff and means
for connecting said sections with one another
to form a folding flag.

6. A signal comprising & longitudinally re-
cessed sta[f a plurality of pwotally held sec-
tions, each section having its body-a metallic
form and each section engaging the adjacent
section at its said edge to form a flag when m
its open position. |

7. Asignal comprising a stafl having a pair
of pookets formed in the upper end thereof, a
pair of flags composed of a plurality of pwot—
ally held metallic sections suitably connected
to enable the same to be folded mto said
pockets when not in service and means for
locking said flags in said pockets.

In testlmony whereof, I, allix my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN H. TAYLOKR

Witnesses:
ANNA BurrEess,
FrED'K J. LLARSON.
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