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-venient mail receptacle cap
“~ssembled without the use of rivets, solder or
other similar fastening devices; whereby the

tached; and

'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

. NATHANIEL SALTONSTALL, OF BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN.

MAIL-BOX.

o, 877,952,

Speciﬁcatioﬁ of Letters Patent.
Application filed December 31, 1906. Serial No. 360,127,

Patented Feb. 4, 1908.

To all whom it may concérn: -

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL SALTON-
STALL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Battle Creek, in the county of Calhoun
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description thereof,
such as will enable others skilled 1n the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. . - '

My invention relates to mail boxes made
of sheet metal, and has, among other objects,
to provide an excéedingly simple and con-
el able of being as-

the cover and box will be
elements; whereby a sup-
the reception of
and securely at-

hinged portion to
proof against the
plemental spring clasp for
papers etc., can be easily

nested in a knocked-down form to facilitate
their being shipped in small compass and at
little expense. These and other objects will
hereinafter appear in the following specifi-
cation taken in connection with the ac-
conipanying drawings, wherein .‘
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my improved mail box. Fig. 2 represents a
lan view of a blank for forming the cover.
%ig. 3 represents a detail side view of the

| hinged connection between the Iid and the
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box. Fig. 4is a detail of a modified form of
the hinged portion. -Fig. 5 is a detail side
view of Fig. 4, and Fig. 6 is a detail longi-
tudinal section of Fig. 5 on the line x. |

" In the drawings, in which like marks of
reference refer to corresponding parts through
out the different views, A, represents the box,
B, its lid oT cover, C, the hinge, and D,a sup-
plemental sprin’%-wire paper-holding recep-
tacle, or loop. The box by preference 1s rec-
tangular in outline at its back portion, its

-front having a downwardly-sloping top and
a receding downwardly-sloping bottom, 1.

At the lower end of the box where the front
and back are joined, they are interlocked by
means of a roll bead, the curve, 2, of the

50 front being received with the curve, 3, of the

" back. Along the rear and at each side edge

55 its edge, 5, to receive the back, 6, the same |

of the front, 1, the material of the same 1s
turned outward and forms a flange, 4, which
in turn is slightly curved, longitudinal with

whereby the box parts may be

Pr— .—-

k

being made insepa_arﬁb]e by pressing the curve

of the flange, 4, upon the back portion, thus -

forming & snap or locked joint, tacks or
screws, 7, passing through the flange to se-
cure the box to a building. '
Dispensing with the curved flange to se-
cure the back, it would be readily apparent
that the screws or tacks would secure the
arts together when fastened to a building,
yut by the provision of a locked joint along
the sides of the box, better protection 1is
afforded the contents against the elements.
In Fig. 2 is shown a blank from which the
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cover is formed, the dotted lines indicating

where the material thereof is bent to form
the finished product. - Theend, 8, of the blank
is curved to form the lift-roll, the end, 9, to
form the hinge roll and the stiffening nb. 16,
The triangular edges, 10, are bent to form the
sides, and the ears, 11, are bent te form the
stops for preventing the cover from longi-
tudinal displacement when interlocked with
the roll curve, 12, of the box. The ears, or

stops, 11, of the cover are bent after the roll,
9, of the cover is longitudinally introduced

within the roll, 12, of the back, and prevents
the parts from displacement; the parts 9 and
12 being thus interlocked form a hinge that
prevents rain snow or dust from entering

‘the box, and at the same time provides &
hinge of simple and durable construction.

Within the roll 12 of the back, the edge ot
the metal is curved similar to the edge, 16, of
the coverroll, 9, and forms asecondary stiff-
ening rib, 15, both the ribs of the rolled parts
tending greatly to stiffen the interlocked
parts. - .

" In lieu of ears, 11, to prevent longitudinal
displacement of the rolled hinged portions, 9
and 12, I have provided a means to accom-
plish the dft—:-,sire(fJ effect by forming semi an-

nular beads on the interlocked portions, as

shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6. In this Instance
the roll of the hinge, 9, is provided with a cor-
rugation, 17, which is adapted to fit within a
corresponding corrugation, 18, withinthe roll,
12, of the back. B '

It will be evident that if the back and
cover were corrugated to interlock 1n but one
place, it would thoroughly prevent the parts
from longitudinal displacement. However,
the parts could be corrugated at intervals, or
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the whole length of the hinged connection, as -

might be deemed expedient.

forming the parts 17 and 18, they are.
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stamped and assembled in a partially inter-
locked condition, and finished under curling
or finishing dies. N

Theribs, 15, and 161n this instance could be
dispensed with at the option of the user, and
the ears 11 could be employed and finished in
such shape as would entirely cover the end
of the roll, making the case more ornamental,

and preventing dirt, etc., from accumulating.

To the bottom of the box and bearing

against the front thereot, I provide a paper-
~holding clasp, D. This clasp comprises an

outwardly-curved loop of spring wire, near

the lower end of which coils, 13, are formed,

the ends, 14, of the loop thence bending up-
wardly and inwardly and being received
within the open ends of the roll, 3, respec-
tively, at the lower end of the box. As the

colls, 13, are arranged to hang below the bot-
tom of the box and against the backing to

which the box may be attached and the coils
are curved upwardly and outwardly, the
loop of the clasp is made to impinge the front
of the box very tightly and forms a quick
and firm means for placing and holding pa-
per and similar parcels.

As will be apparent from the foregoing de-
seription, I have provided a box of simple

- convenient and durable construction, and
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one whereby the parts may be packed in a

knocked-down condition and be readily re-
assembled by a person of ordinary intelli- |

~ gence without the aid of special tools.
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Having, therefore, set forth my inverttion,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:— |

1. In a mail box, the combination with a
back portion having an inwardly-rolled top
edge and a cover having a rolled upper edge
adapted to interlock within said rolled top
edge to form a hinge, the longitudinal edges

- of the interlocked parts being curved acutely

00

to form stiffening ribs, and means to prevent
sald parts from longitudinal displacement, as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a mail box, a back portion provided
at 1ts bottom and top with outwardll)y—rolled
edges, a front portion having inwardly-bent

rolled lower edge adapted to interlock within
the bottom roll of the back, a cover having
a rolled upper edge adapted to .interlock
within the upper roll of the back and form a

hinge, and means to prevent said parts from |

877,052

101igitudinal displacement, and means to
secure the front and back together when

placed against a background or building.
3. In a mail box, a back portion provided
at 1ts bottom and top with outwardly and in-

wardly-rolled edges, a front portion having

mwardly-bent sides with outwardly-flaring

curved edges adalpted to recelive the back
portion, and a rolle

interlock within the bottom roll of the back
portion, a cover having downwardly-flaring
sides, a rolled front edge, a rolled upper edge
adapted to 1nterlock within the upper roll
of the back and form a hinge, ears formed at

either end of the upper cover roll to prevent

the same from longitudinal displacement
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ed lower edge adapted to

656

70

with the back portion, substantially as, and

for the purpose set forth.

4. 'The combination with a mail box, of a
detachable wire loop having an outwardly

flaring upper extremity adapted to bear
against sald box, said loop having oppositely-
disposed coils falling below said box and ter-
minating in upwardly and inwardly-curved
ends adapted to engage openings in the sides
of sald box to secure the same thereto, as,
and for the purpose set forth.

5. In a mail box, the combination with a
back portion having an inwardly-rolled top
edge and a cover having

adapted to interlock within said roll of the

hack

portion, and annular - shaped convex ribs

portion, annular-shaped convex ribs
formed on said rolled top edge of the back .
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a rolled upper edge -
85

formed on the rolled upper edge of said cover, .

the ribs of said cover portion adapted to in-
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terlock within the ribs of said back portion, |

substantially as, and for the purpose set

forth.

6. In a mail box, the combination with
the lower end thereof terminating in an
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open-ended roll, a wire loop adapted to bear -

against the front of said box, said loop hav-
g oppositely-disposed coils falling below
sald box and adapted to bear against a back-
Ing to which sa,i’cF box may be attached, the
free ends of said loop curving upwardly and

ag _ | mmwardly and adapted to engage within the
sides with outwardly-flaring edges and a
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respective ends of said open-ended roll, sub-

stantially as, and for the purpose set forth.
NATHANIEL SXL’IPONSTALL.
Witnesses:
H. F. WiNGATE,
F. H. WINGATE.
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