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To all whom 1t may concern.: -

Be it known that I, AraerTOoN D. CoON-
VERSE, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Winchendon, in the county of

s Worcester and State of Massachusetts, have

mvented a new and useful Improvement in
Drums, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description. ' ‘
The purpose of the invention is to provide
a means for effectively maintaining the rim
of a drum upon the flesh or tuck hoop, nomat-
ter what character of head is employed, or
whether the cords at one point be tightened
more than at other points, and means serv-
1ing under all conditions of use to prevent the
rim from shifting from its true position rela-
tively to the head. -
The mvention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several

parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth

and pointed out m the claims. _
Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-

- 1ng drawings forming a part of this specifica-
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tion, i which similar characters of reference
Indicate corresponding parts in both the fig-
ures.

Figure 1 1s a sectional side elevation of a
portion ot a drum having the improvement

applied; and Fig. 2 1s a vertical section
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through a part of the head portion of a drum
ilustrating a slightly different adaptation of
the stay.

My mvention relates particularly to means
for maintaining the rims of a drum in normal
position relatively to the heads and the flesh
or tuck hoops when the heads are made of
fiber or from material other than sheep-skin,
but the application may be also made when
sheep-skin heads are employed, if desired,
but since a fiber head cannot be stretched as

much or as safely as a head of sheep-skin, |

hence the necessity of insuring the rims always
remalning in position, they being prone to
displacement under ordinary conditions when
used especially in connection with said fiber

“heads. |

A represents the body of a drum, which is
provided at the top and at the bottom with
the customary interiorly located strengthen-
ing band A’.  Kach end portion of the body
1s provided with the customary flesh or tuck
hoop 10 and head 11, which heads are wrapped
at the edges around the flesh or tuck hoops
which heads after being passed around the
flesh or tuck hoops extend to the interior of
the body A, as is shown in the drawings.

1

“each rim and its accompanying

In connection with each flesh or tuck hoop
a rim 13 1s employed, and these rims are
adapted to rest upon the outer faces of the
lesh or tuck hoops 10. In connection with
lesh or tuck
hoop two or more stays B are employed.
These stays may be and preferably are made
of sheet metal and the metal may be a spring

metal, but 1t 1s not absolutely necessary.

Preferably these stays consist of a single strip
14 of material adapted to extend along the
outer Tace of arim 13 and over and in engage-
ment with the tuck or flesh hoop upon which
therim rests, asisshownin Fig. 1. Alsothese
stays B may be secured to the rims 13 in any
suitable or approved manner; they are pref-
erably attached to the rims by means of
eyelets 15 so that the said eyelets not only
serve as fastening devices for the stays, but
likewise act to receive the tightening cords
16 for the drum, as is shown in Fig. 1.

In ¥ig. 2 I have illustrated a slight depar-
ture in the formation of the stays. The stays

1in Fig. 2 are designated as B/, and each of the

sald stays consists of a lower section 17 that
1s riveted or otherwise secured to the outer
face of the body A of the drum, and an upper
angular portion 18 whose upper member
engages with the outer face of a flesh or tuck
hoop 10 and accompanying rim 13.

1t will be observed that when either form
of stay 1s employed, the rims are effectually
prevented from shifting from their set posi-
tion over or to a bearing against the flesh

or tuck hoops, so that under no possibility

can a rim be shifted so as to uncover a por-

tion of 1ts accompanying tuck hoop, and thus
the liability of the head being loosened is
very remote even under the most severe con-
ditions of usage.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent,—

- 1. In a drum, the combination with the
body, the flesh or tuck hoop surrounding the
body at the end, the head carried by the
tuck hoop and resting on the edge of the
body, and the rim, of a plurality of fixed
stays spaced apart and engaging with the
flesh or tuck hoop and the rim, the said stays
preventing the rim from shifting, and main-
talning 1t in position relatively to the said

head.

2. In a drum, the combination with the

" body, the flesh or tuck hoops encircling the

~body at the ends, the heads carried by the
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tuck hoops and the rims in alineient with
the tuck hoops, of a plurality of stays
located at each end of the drum and each
comprising a metal strip engaging the outer
faces of the tuck hoops and the rims, the said
stays being rigidly secured to a part of the
drum. ' '

3. In a drum, the combination with the
body, a flesh or tuck hoop, a head and a rim,
of metal stays for preventing the rim from
shifting relatively to the head and the flesh or
tuck hoop, the said stays being in engage-

ment with the outer faces of said rim and

tuck hoop, and fastening devices extending
through the stays and rigidly securing them

to a part of the drum.

4. In a drum, the combination with a
body, the tuck hoops engaging the outer
face of the body at each end thereof, the
heads carried thereby and the rims, of stays
rigldly secured to the rims at their outer
faces and extending to an engagement with
the outer faces of the tuck hoops.
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5. In a drum, the combination with the
body, the tuck hoops, the heads carried by
the said hoops, and the rims, of stays located

at the outside of the rims and extending to
an engagement with the outside faces of the

tuck hoops, and eyelets securing the said
stays to the said rims, through which eyelets
the tightening ropes may be passed.

6. In a drum, the combination with the

body, the tuck hoops encircling the body at
the ends, the heads carried by said tuck
hoops, and the rims adapted to rest upon
the tuck hoops, of stays comprising metal
strips rigidly secured to the outer faces of
the rims and extending into engagement with
the outer faces of the tuck hoops.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |

| ATHERTON D. CONVERSE.

Witnesses: -
Frep C. Hanscowm,

Wirtiam H. HrzriTr.
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